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The article aims to investigate the main features of China-Egypt bilateral relations in period
of Hosni Mubarak ruling in Egypt, to follow up the character of relations and mutual impact.

The period has a great value for investigation of the steps to partnership, how two coun-
tries cooperated in new conditions on the world arena. Hosni Mubarak had risen in power
in 1981, it also was a period, when Deng Xiaoping was pursuing a policy of “open doors”.
Mubarak built friendly relations with China, when whole world was facing rising of New China
with new agenda and enormous potential. In 1990s China became the net-exporter of the oil
because of increasing demand of energy sources. Relations between two countries are complex
and facing certain challenges. Considering China and Egypt impact on the third world, these
cases are known to be a success story of development in unique way, pursued by the eastern
countries, that’s why specialists in economy and political development always speak about
Chinese and Egyptian ways of development in modern world, so this kind of cooperation is
interesting from that point of view.

So called Arab spring has put an end of Mubarak era and this period became a crisis for
China economic and political strategy of cooperation with Egypt. Therefore, the authors pre-
tend to consider Mubarak — China relations period in whole as a historical stage.

Keywords: China-Egypt relations, economic and political cooperation, Mubarak era,
Arab Spring

Introduction. The article aims to investigate the main features of China-
Egypt bilateral relations in period of Hosni Mubarak ruling in Egypt, to follow up
the character of relations and mutual impact. The period has a great value for in-
vestigation of the steps to partnership, how two countries cooperated in new condi-
tions on the world arena. Relationships between two countries began in 1953 with
commercial sense, with offer of Egypt to buy Egyptian cotton. After three years in
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1956 two countries established official conditions for diplomatic dialogue, the core
of relations still was trading. Egypt became the first African-Arab country, which
recognized the Communist China. That period of time China was seeking any inter-
national support, nevertheless Egypt was also considered as an important strategic
point due to its territorial position, the Suez canal, two seas, dividing Europe and
Africa etc. 1956 for Egypt was a year of demonstrating power and independence
from France, firstly, by nationalization of the Suez Canal, which lead to Suez crisis,
secondly, by establishing relationships with Communist China. The second his-
torical step of China-Egypt cooperation before Mubarak was marked with signing
the technical and economic cooperation agreement, it used to be renewed every
year since 1964. During the period Sadat was a president of Egypt, China funded
the brick factory in Egypt [7. P. 95].

Research. The PRC government sought to establish relations with the Arab
states of the Middle East. During the Bandung Conference (April 1955) first pre-
mier of the People’s Republic of China Zhou Enlai invited Gamal Abdel Nasser,
the president of Egypt, to visit China.

In May 1955 Egyptian delegation visited China and signed an agreement on
cultural cooperation. In this period Egypt was the key partner of China in the Mid-
dle East. After several visits of Egyptian journalists and artists in 1955-1956
the government of Egypt officially recognized the Communist government of Chi-
na. After that several agreements on trade and economic cooperation were signed
and China became the third importer of Egyptian cotton in the world. Chinese go-
vernment aimed to improve and maintain the relations with Egypt as the leader of
Arabic world so it decided to support Arabic countries in all international issues such
as Palestinian problem and Suez Canal nationalization. In the period from 1950’s
until the early 1970s the country’s policy in the Middle East region had “Pro-Arab”
character and it played an important role in developing relations with Egypt.

In 1970’s China’s policy in Middle East was determined by the conflict with
USSR. At the same time Anwar Sadat, the next president of Egypt, who came to
power after the death of Nasser, also spoiled relations with USSR and was search-
ing for the new vector of Egyptian foreign policy. Leaders of PRC in their speeches
were blaming USSR for inciting Arab-Israeli conflict. In those circumstances An-
war Sadat became the closest ally of China in the region. Thus, it can be concluded
that until the 1980s the relations between China and Egypt were determined mostly
by the ideological component.

The 1980s became for China not only a period of considerable internal political
changes, but also the time of revision foreign policy interests, in particular, rethin-
king the PRC strategy in the Middle East. Sino-Egyptian cooperation has acquired
a new impetus for development based on the cooperation, expansion of economic
and trade relations and interaction in the field of culture, education and the media.
Middle Eastern policy of China reflected the desire of Chinese government to create
a peaceful environment in the region for implementation of economic cooperation
with Arab states [11. P. 91].
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Hosni Mubarak became a first Egypt president who visited the People Repub-
lic of China. He was on the seat since 1981 to 2011. The first time in 1976 Mubarak
visited China, he was a vice-president of Egypt. Thereafter he personally met Mao
Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, Zhou Enlai, Hu Jintao.

In the articles dedicated China-Egypt relations authors as rule underline
the common conditions faced by two countries such as need to safeguard sover-
eignty, to enhance foreign trade. Two countries considered as two successful case
of development on the East, China and Egypt assumed a responsibility to support
developing countries.

Hosni Mubarak contributed a lot in China-Egypt bilateral relationships, after
his first visit in China in 1976, he named Chinese people as brother of Egyptians [6.
P. 20]. He claimed that cooperation could provide a development of economy, trade
and agriculture. In 1983 Mubarak as a new president of Egypt had an official meet-
ing with Deng Xiaoping. During the meeting, both leaders underline the importance
of cooperation, proclaimed eternal friendship between nations. In September 1983,
the International Commission of Jurists awarded him a peace prize. Mubarak at-
tached importance of developing friendly relations with China, he visited China
many times. In April 1994, after receiving the invitation of Chinese President Jiang
Zemin, Mubarak visited China for the sixth time.

The seventh visit of Hosni Mubarak to China is known to be of great value for
bilateral relations of two countries. It was a step of establishing strategic coopera-
tion towards the 21% century [1]. In 1999, the then heads of the two states Hosni
Mubarak and Jiang Zemin signed a communiqué on the establishment of Sino-
Egyptian strategic cooperation.

They stressed that it was important for the two influential developing countries
of China and Egypt to work together for greater solidarity and closer cooperation
among developing countries, to seize a gap between developed and developing
worlds.

Main points of the communiqué are following:

1) estimating cooperation between countries as healthy, friendly and stable;

2) China supported the right of Palestinian people to self-determination and
their own land;

3) Uniting against terrorism;

4) Accepting the idea of leaders annual meeting;

5) Together support developing countries to reduce gap with developed countries.

Since the 2000s, even before the concept was included in the course of party
policy, the PRC began to use the principle of “soft power” in relations with de-
veloping countries and, in particular, with Arab states of the Middle East. One of
the main directions of this principle in practice was the cooperation of the PRC with
Arab countries in the field of education. Egypt became the key partner in the region
in educational cooperation. In 1996 first joint scientific symposium was organized
in Beijing. As a result ministers of education of the both countries formed joint
working group with the aim to maintain cooperation between Ministries of China
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and Egypt in the field of scientific and cultural exchange. Subsequently several
cultural and educational events were organized in China and Egypt. November 17
1997 in Cairo representatives of two countries signed in an agreement about mutual
recognition of diplomas of several Chinese and Egyptian universities. The list of
Chinese universities included Beijing University, Beijing Institute of Foreign lan-
guages, Beijing University of language and culture, Shanghai pedagogical Univer-
sity, Yunnan University and others. Among Egyptian universities there were Cairo
university, Alexandria University, Ain Shams university, Zagazig University, Min-
nia University. One of the biggest centers of Chinese studies in the Middle East
was opened in Ain Shams university. On the faculty of foreign languages al-Alsun
of this university there is an oldest chair of Chinese languages which was opened
in 1958. As a result of intensive cooperation in educational field Egypt became
the center for training of specialists in Chinese languages, philology and resear-
ches in the Middle East. At the same time most of the Chinese students and tea-
chers preferred to go to Egyptian universities for summer schools and practices
to improve their Arabic languages such as Cairo university, al-Ahar university,
6™ October University, Nahda University [12. P. 87].

During Mubarak era China and Egypt significantly improved cooperation in
tourism. After signing an agreement on tourism developing between China and
Egypt in October 2001 number of Chinese tourists visiting Egypt was constantly
growing. In 2005 35000 Chinese tourists visited Egypt.

The most important strategic point in relations became an agreement of buil-
ding new port Sokhna. It was signed in a framework of joint communiqué in Bei-
jing. Two sides set up strategic cooperation relations for the 21st century, so as to
push bilateral relations to a new stage of development. Sokhna port was planned to
build in the Suez Economic Zone, which would provide Chinese companies an ac-
cess to the world’s principal maritime routes [5]. So Chinese companies would have
a relatively short distance to reach ports on both the northern, southern, and eastern
Mediterranean borders, and they will have reduced the distance to North American
consumer markets approximately by half [7. P. 95]. It is known to be a turning point
of cooperation nature between two countries, from export-import relations to in-
vestment and joint projects, from traditional form to modern. One of the significant
beginning was the cooperation in the Suez Economic Zone North-west Gulf, in ad-
dition to establishing the Egyptian companies’ affiliates in China [8]. To frame it all
the China-Africa Development Fund was founded. To sum the results of Mubarak’s
efforts in developing China-Egypt cooperation up, the 1999 was truly fruitful year.
Along with the development of Suez Economic Zone Chinese companies started
to invest in Egyptian communication market. For a long time British and French
companies Vodafone and France Telecom were leaders in Middle Eastern commu-
nication sector however during 2000s Chinese company Huawei started to gain the
shares in this market. It was attractive for consumers because of the low price and
rich experience in providing Internet and mobile connection in inaccessible and
underdeveloped areas, accumulated during laying communications in the western
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provinces of the PRC. This allowed specialists to solve problems on realization of
telecommunication projects, installation of 2G and 3G equipment and wireless In-
ternet in deserted regions far from the major megacities that especially relevant for
countries such as Egypt. During Mubarak era Chinese companies started to invest
in Egyptian automotive industry as well. In 2006 Chery Automobile together with
Egyptian Aboul Fotouh Group started to produce Chery car with the trade mark Spe-
ranza. As part of the upgrade of the Cairo taxi park, the Egyptian government since
2009 began a massive replacement of the old cars for cars Speranza. By that time
Egypt became one of the largest recipients of foreign direct investment from China
in Africa and Middle East. Egypt was one of five African countries where China
participated in free economic zones developing. In 2000s many Chinese companies
invested in Egyptian textile industry and production of fertilizers. The largest invest-
ment project of China in Egypt was drilling company Sino-Tharwa (Sino-Tharwa
Drilling Company), a joint venture organized by the largest state oil corporation
Sinopec and Egyptian state Tharwa Petroleum Company. Based on the foregoing,
we can conclude that during the reign of Mubarak, Egypt and China reached an un-
precedented level of cooperation in the economic sphere and Egypt became one of
the main objects of Chinese investment in the Middle East [11. P. 92].

In political sphere Egypt acted as one of the initiators of the establishment of
the Forum on Sino-Arab cooperation in 2004. At the end of January President Hu
Jintao proposed Mubarak to pay a state visit to Egypt and received a warm recep-
tion. He held in-depth talks with Mubarak on bilateral relations, the situation in the
Middle East and the international situation, and reached broad consensus. During
the visit, he went to the headquarters of the League of Arab States (Arab League),
and met with the Arab League Secretary General Amr Moussa.

On the same day, the Chinese Foreign Minister issued a communiqué with
the Secretary-General of the Arab League to announce the establishment of
the China-Arab Cooperation Forum. This visit not only made new contributions to
the further development of Sino-Egyptian relations, but also marked a new stage of
milestone significance between China and the Arab League.

In October 2006, the Xinhua News Agency cited Hosni Mubarak’s statement:
“Egypt does not consider China just a friendly country, it sees him as a brother” [1].
Thus, Egypt began to acquire the characteristics of a Chinese outpost in cooperation
with Africa and the Arab world.

Turning now to the question of cooperation forms, China’s investors prefer
to make bilateral agreements with the government to bypass market forces of tender
and competition. China is acting through state-owned enterprises such as CNOOC,
PetroChina and ICBC. In April 2004, the Ministry of Commerce authorized CNOOC-
SINOPEC United International Trading to import crude oil; CNPC, Sinopec, Sino-
chem and Zhuhai Zhenrong had been the only companies importing crude [10].

China’s non-economical tools represented by generating strategies, concep-
tions, image, which are called ‘soft power’. The most significant China’s concep-
tion might be represented by quote from majority of Party leader’s speeches like
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“China is a developing country, all developing countries unite! We help you de-
velop out of rules generated by Washington consensus world”. For all intents and
purposes, it is a very valid method, from the beginning China makes an opposite to
Western countries, metropolises in the past.

China’s leaders underline every time they don’t have any political interest in
the country, against intervention and respect ruling structure and nation rights. Chi-
na easy accommodates to the expectations and preferences of ruling elites, provide
money and support either for international or internal needs. China is known to be
an attractive partner even more than USA. China is ready to overpay 20-30% for
guarantee keeping positions [4].

Occasionally, China suffered from drought in January, 2011. These circum-
stances forced China bought wheat in international market, meanwhile Egypt was
the major wheat supplier. But Egypt was in crisis provoked by Arab Spring and
China did not consider it as a stable partner that time. By that China was a trigger
of the Arab Spring crisis in Egypt’s economy [2]. Subsequent events in the Middle
East showed that China suffered losses of its investment projects and most pro-
bably changed the priorities in the Middle East from Egypt to Gulf countries.
As a result Egyptian economy suffered losses as well and until the Egyptian go-
vernment is able to prove the stability of its regime Chinese companies unlikely are
going to return to Egyptian market. If we talk about political cooperation Mubarak
era was the period of stability and predictability in Egypt which contributed to de-
veloping of long term relations with such a strategic partners as China. And it will
take a long time for a new government to prove their ability to recover the trust and
loyalty of Chinese partners.

Conclusion. Historical points of China-Egypt relations demonstrate the mu-
tual interests of both sides. Taking into consideration Chinese interest, Egypt was
a strategic aim, which could be characterized as “window for Chinese economic
and political influence in the MENA region”. For Egypt, China became a tool of
independent from the West and important commercial partner, which would help
with economic development in Egypt. The world trade community always consid-
ered China as a place of big opportunities to import in obvious circumstances of
population. Sino-Egyptian relations have a long history and stable, Mubarak con-
tributed this stability in very fruitful way.

Mubarak said about China: “Every time I came to China, I received a sincere
and friendly reception, which reflects the very good relationship between us and
the continuous development” [9]. The end of Mubarak era, brought with the Arab
Spring became a crisis for China economic and political strategy of cooperation
with Egypt. Therefore, the authors pretend to consider Mubarak — China relations
period in whole as a historical stage.

© E.A. Bazanova, A.A. Kudelin, E.I. Semenova, 2018
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Llenb cTaTby — UCCIEOBATh OCHOBHBIE OCOOCHHOCTH KUTACKO-€TUIIETCKUX OTHOIICHHH
B IepUOJ npaBieHnst XocHH My0Oapaka B Erunre ¢ Tem, 9To0BI OIPEAENUTh XapaKkTep ITHX OT-
HOUICHUI U B3aMMHOE BIUSIHUE PACCMAaTPUBAEMBbIX CTPAH.

JlaHHBII Iepro/] MeeT OOJIBIII0E 3HAYCHUE C TOUKH 3PESHUS Pa3BUTHSI TAPTHEPCTBA U B3a-
HUMOJICHCTBUS IBYX CTPaH Ha MUPOBOH apeHe. XocHU My6apak mpeObIBall y BIACTU B TEUEHHE
30 ner. On npumen k Biactu B 1981 r., B To ske Bpems, xorga JsH CsonuH nIpoBo3nIacyil 0JIu-
THKY «OTKpBITHIX ABepeit» B Kurae. Mybapak BBICTpOHI ApY:KeCTBEHHBIE OTHOIEHUS ¢ KuTa-
€M TOIJ1a, KOT/J1a BeCh MUP HACTOPOXKEHHO HaOo1a 3a mogbeMoM KuTas kak HOBOro UTpoka Ha
MHPOBOI apeHe ¢ OTPOMHBIM MoTeHIanoM. B 90-e rr. Kutaii ctan HeTTo-3KcmopTepoM HeTH
B CBSI3U C PACTYIIUMH NOTPEOHOCTSIMHU, CBSI3aHHBIMU C SKOHOMHYECKUM POCTOM. OTHOILIEHHS
MCXKIAY ABYMs CTpaHaMH Pa3BUBAJIMCh B PA3HBIX C(l)ean 1 NOABEPIIIMCH PA3JIMIHBIM HCIIbITA-
HUSM. B yacTHOCTH, OJHUM U3 BBI30BOB cTalo cocTsa3anue mexxay CLIA u Kuraem 3a BnusiHIe
Ha Eruner u peruon biamxnero Bocroka B 1ieyioM.

O6cyxnas Biusane Knrtas u Erunra Ha CTpaHBI «TPETHETO MUpay, CIIELyeT OTMETHTh,
4TO 00€ 3T CTPaHbI IPEACTABIIOT COOOM MPUMEP YCHELUIHOTO PA3BUTHSI IO CBOEMY YHHUKAIIb-
HOMY IIyTH. B cBsI3u ¢ 3TUM YKOHOMHUCTBI M ITOJUTOJIOTH YaCTO YIIOMHHAIOT «KUTAUCKUI» U
«ETHIETCKUID IyTh Pa3BUTHUS B COBpeMEHHOM Mupe. Takum o6pasoM, corpyaHudectBo Kuras
u Erunra npeacrasisieT HHTEPEC U B 3TOM aclleKTe, KaK COTPYIHUYECTBO ABYX CTPaH C Pa3Hbl-
MU MOJUTHYECKUMH U SKOHOMUUYECKUMH CHCTEMaMH.

C navanoMm «Apabckoii BecHbI» 3pa Mybapaka B Erunte nopomnuia k KoHITy. DTO BbI3BAJIO
KPH3HC KUTAHCKOM CTpaTerni BJKOHOMUYECKOIO U IMOJUTUYECKOTO COTPYIHMYECTBA ¢ ErunTom.
Hecmotpst Ha 3T0, aBTOPBI CKJIIOHHBI CUMTaTh 3py MyOapaka Ba)KHbIM 3TAllOM B KUTaCKo-eru-
IIETCKUX OTHOUICHUSX.

KoaroueBble ci10Ba: KNTACKO-CTHUIIETCKIE OTHOIICHHS, SKOHOMHUYECKOE U MOJTUTHIECKOE
COTPYIHHYECTBO, 3110xa My0Oapaka, « ApaOcKasi BECHa
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