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Bennkaa OtedyectBeHHas BoitHa 1941-1945 rr. 3aHuMaeT 0JHO U3 IJIaBHBIX MECT B
HCTOPUUYECKON MaMATH HapoaoB Poccum u rocygapcTB MOCTCOBETCKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA.
B stom rony Poccus u apyrue crpansl Mupa otMedarot 75-netue [loGensl Han HAU3MOM,
B JIOCTHM)KEHHUH KOTOPOW PEIaroIyo poiib ChIrpajl COBETCKUN Hapo. IIpencraBieHHble B
HOMEpE CTAaTbU IOCBSIIEHH PAa3HOIUIAHOBBIM aCHEeKTaM HCTOPUW BOMHBI — B TOM YHCIE
npobaemam dopmupoBanust Kpacuoit apmun (A.1O. Besyromsusrii), 6imokane JleHnHrpa-
na (H.A. Ilpuronuy), naptusanckomy nsmwkeHuto (C.B. bnaros), »usHu Tbula CTpaHbI
(1.C. Tpsaxos, P.I'. bumbacoB), a Takke B3auMOOTHOIICHHAM Mexay COBETCKUM Trocyaap-
cTBOM 1 HayuHbIM coobmecTBoM (B.C. ['py3nunckas u B.I1. Kop3yn).

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO B COBETCKOE BpeMsI MHOTO BHUMAaHUS YJENAIOCh U3yUEHUIO
ydactus pasueix HapogoB CCCP B 3ammre cTpaHbl, He OBUTH 10 KOHIIA BBIICHEHBI MHOTHE
00CTOSTENBCTBA, CBA3aHHBIC C ATOU TeMoi. B mepByro odepesn, He OBLUTH OITyOJIUKOBAHEI
TOYHBIC W OKOHYATENbHBIE JaHHBIE O HAI[MOHAIEHOM COCTaBE apMHU-TIOOEIUTENBHUIIBL.
OueBuIHO, MPUYUHAMH OBUIH M «3aKPBITOCTB» apXUBOB, U TO, YTO PYKOBOJCTBO CTPaHBI
HE XOTeJI0 BO30YKIaTh «M3IHUIIHIE» AUCKYCCUH O BKJIaJe TOro Wid MHOro Hapoxaa B [lo-
oeny. Tombko ceityac A.1O. be3yronpHbli B pe3ysbTaTe KPONOTIMBOH pabOThl B apXUBax —
MIpeke BCETo, C JOKyMEHTaMH, XpaHsmmmMucs B LleHTpanbHoM apxwBe MUHHCTEpCTBA
00oponb! PD, BEIIBUI U CHCTEMAaTH3UPOBAJ ITOJIHBIE JaHHBIE TI0 HAIMOHAIFHOMY COCTa-
By KpacHoli apmum, mpociennn ero AHHaMHKY 3a BECh BOCHHBIH IEPUO/], ONHCAT TEH-
JEHIMH TIPU3bIBA B COBETCKHUE BOOPYIKEHHBIE CHIIBI IIPEJICTABUTEIEH Pa3HbIX HAI[MOHANb-
HOCcTeH. DTH UPH HEOOXOAUMBI U JJIS MOKa3a y4acTHs HapoJOB CTPaHBI B BOWHE,
U 7S TIPEKpalleHust pa3HOTo po/jia CIEeKYJIAIUI Ha 3Ty TeMy.

Kpome Toro, B ctathe A.FO. Be3yronbHOT0 MTOKyMEHTAIBHO TTOATBEPKACH BAKHBIN
BBIBOJI O TOM, YTO, KPOME PyCCKOT0 Hapojaa, pan Apyrux aTHocoB CCCP Taxxe mcmbITal
B OTJAENBHBIC MEPHOBI BOWHBI pe3Kue JeMorpaduueckue neperpy3ku, CBI3aHHbIe C TIPH-
3BIBOM B apMHIO. DTO — Hapobl 3aKaBKasbs B 1942 r., korga ¢ponT nogomren k Kaekas-
ckuM ropam, Haposl Kazaxcrana u Cpenneit Asuu B 1942—-1943 rr., koraa npoucxoania
CranuHrpajickas OUTBa U 3aTe€M IUIO OCBOOOXKAeHUE ora Poccuu, u, HakoHel, ¢ 1943 r.
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W BIUIOTH JI0 OKOHYAHHUSI BOWHBI — YKPaMHIIBI, OETIOPYCHI, MOJIIaBane, npubantel. Bee Ha-
poast CCCP npuHsiinu y4actue B BOWHE, M 9TO ObUIO OOJNBIIMM YCIIEXOM COBETCKOM BIIACTH,
KOTOpas Ha Jieie Jo0mIack GOpMHPOBAHUS IyBCTBA OOIIECOIO3HON IPayKIaHCTBEHHOCTH
JlaXke y HeAaBHO BOIICAIINX B COCTAaB CTPAHBI THOCOB (Hampumep, xuteneit Cpeqneit
Azunm).

Ucropus 6mokaas! JIeHMHTpaga mo-rmpexxHeMy OCTaeTCsl OJTHUM U3 KHBOTPETICITy-
IIMX BOMIPOCOB HE TOJIBKO B UCTOPHUYECKOW HAyKe, HO U B IMyOnumucTuke. Bpems ot Bpe-
MEHHU BO3HHKAIOT Pa3sHOro poja JAWCKYCCHH OTHOCHUTENBHO CybOBI JIFOJIEH, KOTOphIE OCTa-
JWCh B OJIOKMPOBaHHOM ropoje. Tak, B sHBape 3TOro roga, Koraa orMedanach 76-s To-
JOBIIMHA OKOHYATENhHOTO CHATUS Onokanel JleHwHrpanma, mpoxommna Bceepoccuiickas
aknmst maMatu «biokanHerit x1e0», KOTopas BbI3Balla MPOTHBOPEUUBEIE orleHkn B CMU.
[leprnoanuecky BOSHUKAIOT, MATKO TOBOPSI, CTPAHHBIE Pa3rOBOPHI O TOM, HY)KHO JIH OBLIO
BooOIIIe 3amumaTh JIeHmHrpaj, He Hajo M ObUIO ero ciaTh Bpary. IIpu 3ToM HHKTO U3
My OJMIMCTOB, MYCCHPYIOIINX 3Ty TEMY, HE 3aJaeT ceOe BOmpoc: B ciaydae 3axBara Jle-
HUHTPaJa CTaaM Ju OBl OKKYNaHTHl BOOOIIE XOTh Kak-TO CHa0)KaTh HaceJeHHE ropoja
MPOIOBOJIBCTBHEM U TeM 0oJjiee BBIBO3UTH €r0 B ThUI, YTOOBI criacTu oT rubenu? Kakas
cynp0a xmana sxkureneit JIeHmATpama Mo OKKymamuei?

Crarest H.JI. Ilpuroanua mocesimeHa cHabeHuto 6mokagHoro JleHuHrpaga mpo-
JOBOJILCTBHEM U DBaKyallMl HACEJIECHHs TOpoJa ¢ IOMOLIbIO aBHALMK C CEHTAOps (Koraa
Havanach Onokana) mo aekadps 1941 r. ABtop HarmsgHo mokasan, uto Biactu CCCP
OCYUIIECTBIISUIA U CHaO)KeHWe, M DBaKyallli0 HACEJIEHUS B camble TsDKeNble THU BOWHEI,
KOTJa Bpar cTosa y BOpoT MOCKBEI, M cyb0a Bcell cTpaHbl Oblia mof yrpo3oi. [Tomorb
TPaHCIIOPTHOW aBUAIUM, KOTOpas paboTana Mexnay «bomnpmioit 3emmneit» u JIeHUHTpamoMm,
ObIa KpaitHe Heo0X0auMa OCKICHHOMY TOPOITY.

N.C. TpsaxoB uccienoBal TUHAMUKY U MPUYUHBI HapyIICHUI TPyJOBOH AUCIH-
IIMHBI B Toasl Benukoit OtedecTBeHHOM BOWHBI Ha MaTepuanax ropoga Kosposa Buna-
TUMUPCKOI 00J1acTH, KOTOPBIM OBLI BaYKHBIM IPOMBIIIJIEHHBIM IIeHTpoM. CoBeTCKas uc-
Topuorpadus He aKIEHTHpPOBaJla BHUMAaHME Ha 3TOH TeMe, a yTBePKAECHUS MpOIaraHibl,
YTO B TOJBl BOWHBI «BCE KaK OJUH TPYAWIMCH XOPOLIO», SIBIAIOTCS HEMPaBAONOJ00HbI-
MU, TIOCKOJIBKY Tak He ObIBaeT B pealbHOMN )XU3HH M HE HY)KHO «CTECHATHCS dTOU TEMBI.
W3 npencraBieHHOT0 B CTaThe MaTepHralia BUIHA POJIb «IEJIOBEYECKOTO (PaKTOpa» B TOABI
BoMHEI. [Ipy 3TOM MoKa3zaHO, YTO UMEBIINE MECTO HAPYLIEHHS TPYAOBOH AUCHUILUINHEI B
YCIIOBUSIX BOGHHOTO BPEMEHHU He MPUHSIIN KaKUX-JIN00 YPE3BBIYaHBIX Pa3MEPOB H 4acTO
OBLTH BBI3BAHBI OOBEKTHUBHBIME OOCTOSATEIHCTBAMH ((PU3NICCKUM U MOPAITBHBIM COCTOSI-
HUEM JIIOJICH, TUIOXUMH YCIOBUSIMU TPya U ObITa, HECITIOCOOHOCTHIO BiiacTel 3P peKTrB-
HO pemaTh uxX npodsieMsl). HecMoTps Ha TspKeneine ycinoBus TpyAa U Jpyrue TpyaHoO-
cTH, coBeTcKui ThUT nan KpacHo#t apmum Bce, 9To TpeboBaoch i gocTkeHus [lode-
JIbI B BOMHE.

B Hactosmee Bpems B cBs3u ¢ §0-netuem Hadana Bropoit MupoBoii BoitHbI B EB-
porie GONBLIYI0 aKTyalbHOCTh IpHOoOpena mpobiema B3auMooTHoIeHHH mexay CCCP
u [lonbiielt B MeXKBOCHHBIN niepuol. [[edcTBUTENbHO, B T€UEHHNE BCETO MEKBOEHHOTIO T1e-
pHO/a COBETCKO-NIOIBCKHUE OTHONICHUS OBLTH HEMPOCTHIMHU, YTO OBUIO CBS3aHO, B TIEPBYIO
ouepenib, ¢ TsokenbiMu 11t CCCP nocnenctBusivu CoBETCKO-TIONBCKOM BOMHBI 1919—-1920 1T
CoBeTckasi BIacTh He J0 KOHIA JIOBEPSUIa TOIHCKOMY HACENIEHHIO 3alagHbIX PETHOHOB
CTpaHBbl, YTO BBUIMJIOCH B TOM YHCIIE B ICTIOPTAIUIO TIOJISKOB U3 PsAJla PETHOHOB Y KpanHbI
B 1936 1. [Tocne coOwiTHii ceHTsI0ps 1939 1. oTHOmEHUS Mexkay CCCP u monsCKuM SMu-
TPaHTCKUM TPaBUTEIHCTBOM OBLIM pPa30opBaHbl, a Ha MPUCOETUHEHHBIX K COBETCKOMY
Coro3y TeppUTOpHIX 3amagHoi YKpawHbl U 3anaaHoi bemopyccuu OBLIH OCYITIECTBIICHEB
JOTIOJTHUTENbHBIE aKIIMM 10 JENOpTallMK 3HAYMTEIbHON YacTH MOJBCKOr0 HAaceleHUs.
Opnnako ¢ HayanoM arpeccuu Hamuctckoil I'epmannu nmpotus CCCP nosgBmiiach modsa
JUTSI COTPYTHAYECTBA IBYX CTPaH B IiaHe 00prObI mpotuB obmiero Bpara. B CCCP 0bumn
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CO3JIaHBI TIOJIbCKHE BOMHCKUE (POPMHUPOBAHHMS, MOSBUIHCH MOJIBCKUE OTPSIBI B PJax Co-
BETCKHX MapTH3aH.

IToaTomMy TpyaHO nepeonieHnTh akTyanbHOCTh cTaThu C.B. biarosa, nocssmenHoi
MOPaJbHOMY COCTOSIHHIO M MTOJIMTHYECKOH MpomaraHie B MOJBbCKUX MapTH3aHCKUX OTPS-
nax, nefictBoBaBIINX Ha Tepputopuu bemopyccun B 1943—-1944 rr. Ha matepuanax poc-
CUICKUX, OETIOPYCCKHUX W IMOJILCKUX aPXHBOB aBTOP PACCMATPUBAET OOCTOSTENHCTBA TIe-
pexo/a OIBCKOTO HACeNIeHUsI Ha CTOPOHY COBETCKHX NMapTH3aH, a TAaKKe OCHOBHBIE MO-
MEHTBI UICOJIOTHYECKOI PaboOThl B TIONIBCKUX MAPTU3aHCKUX OTPSAaX, MOPaIbHOE COCTO-
stHUue napTu3aH, ux otTHomenne k CCCP u Oynymemy Ilonbmm. ABTOp ¢ pa3HBIX CTOPOH
IOJIOIIEN K aHAIH3Y STOTO BXKHOTO acleKTa HCTOPUH COBETCKO-TIONBCKOTO COTPYTHUYE-
CTBa, MPOXOJMBIIErO B TPYAHBIX YCIOBUAX MOJUTHYECKOTO PAacKoya MOJBCKOTO Hacene-
HUS, CNIOKHBIX oTHOMEHUH Mexay CCCP u mojabCKUM AMHUTPAaHTCKUM IPAaBUTENHCTBOM B
Jlonnone.

B craree P.I'. bumbacoBa Ha marepuanax CeBepHoit OceTnn paccMOTpeHa Ipo-
OJieMa OpraHU3allMKM YCTHOW IMPOTAraHbsl U aruTanuu B rojbl Benmkoit OTeuecTBeHHON
BOMHBL. M3BecTHO, YTO B 3TOT Mepuo/ Benack «uH(popManmonHas BoitHa» Mexay CCCP
u ['epmanmeii, mpudeM He TOJBKO Ha OKKYIHPOBAHHON TEPPUTOPUH CTPaHbI, HO Ha ()POH-
Te u B Tty CoBetrckoro Coro3a. [IpencraBieHHoe B cTaTbe MCCIETOBaHNE HHTEPECHO
TEM, UTO, BO-TIEPBBIX, OHO C/I€JIaHO Ha MaTepuanax HallMOHAJIbHOTO PETHOHa, KOTOPHIN
nMen cBor crnenuduky. Bo-BTopeix, B CeBepHON OceTHH MPOUCXOIUIN KU3HEHHO BaXK-
HBIE 711 CTPaHBI cOOBITHS 000poHBI KaBkaza. Bpaxkeckne Boiicka OBITH OCTaHOBJICHBI B
nekabpe 1942 r. IMEHHO Ha TEPPUTOPHHU STOTO PETHOHA, Y DIbXOTOBCKHX BOPOT. B cTa-
The CJeNIaH BaYKHBIH BBHIBOJI O HAWOOJBIIEH AEHCTBEHHOCTH HMEHHO YCTHOH IpOTaraHibl
cpemyu HaceneHus pecnyOnmku. [leficTBUTENpHO, YacTO NTUYHAsA Oecela W yCTHas armra-
US B TOJIBI BOWHBI ObLTH Ooiee AP PEeKTUBHBI, YeM 0Oe3THUCHHAs, HAlpaBlicHHAs Ha He-
OTPaHMYCHHBINH KPYT JIUI MPOMAaraHia, XoTs MIMEHHO 3TOT ee BUA SBIsIcA OoJiee 3aTpat-
HBIM 10 YeJIOBEYECKUM U BPEMEHHBIM pecypcam.

Tema crateu B.C. I'pysnunckoit u B.I1. Kop3yn — «220-i1 robuneit AH CCCP B
nobenHoM 1945-M: cueHapuii Mpa3IHOBaHUS B COLUOKYJIBTYPHOM KOHTEKCTE SIOXH» —
Ha TIepPBEI B3I, CTOUT HEMHOTO B CTOPOHE OT MCTOPUU COOCTBEHHO BOWHBI. OIHAKO
9TO HE TaK, MOCKOJBKY OJHHUM H3 pPe3yibTaToB [loOeap! ObLT pOCT aBTOPUTETA M BIHSHUS
CCCP B Mupe, 1 COBETCKOE PYKOBOJICTBO 03a00THIIOCH YKPEIUICHUEM 3TOT'O BIUSHUS —
Y B TIOJUTHYECKOM, W B COLIMATBHO-KYJIBTYPHOM, W HAyYHOM IuIaHe. IMEHHO mo3Tomy
cpa3y Tociie OKOHYaHUsS BOWHEI, B HIoHE 1945 T., ¢ OONBIINM pa3MaxoM OBLT OTIPa3aHO-
BaH 220-netHuil o6unerr Axagemun Hayk CCCP. ABTOpBI cTaThu OTMEUAIOT, YTO 3TO
coObITHE OBUIO OTPaKEHUEM JTyXa 3IIOXH, SIHUECKOT0 pa3Maxa KepTB, YCHIINH U Pe3yib-
taTtoB Benmukoit OredecTBeHHOW BOIHBI, M YTO 3TO Npa3THOBaHHE OBUIO OJHUM H3 KOH-
KPETHBIX TposiBiieHHH TpuyMda ctpansl. Kpome Toro, peus 1mia 00 YCHICHHH COBETCKO-
rO BIMSHUS B MHpE: B Mpa3IHOBAHUM OOWIIEs OTEYECTBEHHOW HAYKU SPKO MPOSIBHIACH
ujesl «eIUHON MUPOBOM HAayKW», B KOTOPOH BEOYIIYIO POJb, pa3yMeeTcs, JODKHA ObLIa
WTpaTh coBeTCKag Hayka. OHAKO STUM HalleXkIaM He CYKIEHO OBIIO COBITHCS, TTOCKOIb-
KY Y€ BCKOpE II0/I IPEIJIOrOM OOPHOBI C «KOCMOITOIMTA3MOMY H (IIPEKIOHEHUEM TIepe]T
3anagom» pykoBoactBo CCCP B3sut0 Kypc Ha (pakTUUeCKUi pa3pbIB CBsI3€i C MHPOBOM
HayKO.

Takum 006pazom, B IPEICTABIEHHBIX CTaThsIX PaCCMOTPEHHI BaKHBIE M BECbMa ak-
TyaJbHbIe MPoOJIeMbl UcTOpud Bemmkoit OTeuecTBEHHOI BOWHBI, KOTOpas crana Oojee
MHOTOILIAHOBOH W pealucTHYHOW. BBOMUMBIE B HAYyYHBIN 000pOT apXUBHBIE JOKYMEHTHI
1 UX MHTEPIIPETAINI B KOHTEKCTE UCTOpHUIecKoi mamatu o ponu HapogoB CCCP u Poc-
cun B [lobGene Han (amm3MoM OTKPBIBAIOT HOBBIE BO3MOXKHOCTH JJIsl HAYYHOH AUCKYC-
CHUM, TIOMOTAIOT U3BJIEKATh YPOKH M3 MPOILIOTO M PearnpoBaTh Ha MOJIUTHIECKHAE BHI30BHI
COBPEMEHHOCTH.
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The Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945 occupies a central place in the historical
memory of Russia and the post-Soviet states. Together with the rest of the world, they cele-
brate the 75™ anniversary of the defeat of Nazi Germany, in which the Soviet people played
the decisive role. This issue is devoted to diverse aspects of the history of the war — inclu-
ding the formation of the Red Army (A.Yu. Bezugolny), the siege of Leningrad (N.D. Pri-
godich), the partisan movement (S.V. Blagov), life on the home front (I.S. Tryakhov,
R.G. Bimbasov), as well as the relationship between the Soviet state and the scientific
community (V.S. Gruzdinskaia and V.P. Korzun).

Although during the Soviet era much attention was paid to studying the participation
of various peoples of the USSR in defending their country, the topic remains understudied.
Most notably, precise, final data on the ethnic composition of the victorious army had not
been published. The reasons lay both in lack of access to the archives, and the reluctance of
the country's leadership to initiate “unnecessary” discussions about the contribution of this
or that nation to victory. Only now, as a result of painstaking work in the archives — prima-
rily with the documents stored in the Central Archive of the Ministry of Defense of the
Russian Federation — A.Yu. Bezugolny has provided complete data on the ethnic composi-
tion of the Red Army, traced their development, and described trends in conscription
among various nationalities. These figures are necessary both to show how the Soviet
Union’s various nations participated in the war, and to stop speculation about the topic.

Bezugolny concludes that, in addition to Russians, during the war a number of
other Soviet ethnic groups also sustained severe demographic challenges as a result of
conscription. These include the peoples of Transcaucasia in 1942, when the fighting ap-
proached the Caucasus Mountains, those of Central Asia in 1942—1943, due to the Battle
of Stalingrad and the liberation of the south of Russia, and, finally, from 1943 to the end
of the war — Ukrainian, Belarusian, Moldavian, Baltic peoples. All nations of the USSR
fought in the war, which was a great achievement for the Soviet government. One im-
portant result was that it formed a sense of all-Union civic consciousness even among
ethnic groups that had only recently joined the country, such those in Central Asia).

The siege of Leningrad remains important both to historians and the media. From
time to time, discussions arise about the fate of those who stayed in the besieged city.
This January, on the 76" anniversary siege’s end, the “Siege of bread” commemoration
led to considerable controversy. Much of it involved the question of whether it was ne-
cessary to defend Leningrad, or if it would have been preferable to surrender the city to
the enemy. Yet those who pose it don’t ask whether the occupiers would have fed its citi-
zens, or even transported them away from the front to safety. What fate would the inha-
bitants of Leningrad have awaited under occupation?

The article by N.D. Prigodich examines the supply of food to Leningrad and
the evacuation its population by air from the beginning of the siege in September 1941 to
December that year. The author clearly shows that Soviet authorities carried out both
the supply and evacuation of the population in the most difficult period of the war, when
the enemy was at the gates of Moscow and the fate of the whole country was in jeopardy.
The besieged city badly needed the help of air transport between the “Big Country” and
Leningrad.

I.S. Tryakhov studies labor discipline violations during the Great Patriotic War in
the town of Kovrov, Vladimir Region, which was an important industrial center. Soviet
historians had not paid much attention to this topic. However, propagandistic claims that
“everyone worked hard as one” during the war are implausible, since this does not happen
in real life. In any case, there is no need to be ashamed about this topic. The article exa-

B 5TOM HOMEPE 295



Fedor L. Sinitsyn. RUDN Journal of Russian History 19, no. 2 (2020): 292-297

mines the human factor to argue that violations of labor discipline did not increase signi-
ficantly during the war, and were often caused by such objective circumstances as
the health and morale of the population, poor working and living conditions, and the autho-
rities' inability effectively to solve their problems. Nevertheless, despite great hardship,
the Soviet rear provided the Red Army with everything it needed for victory.

The 80™ anniversary of the Second World War’s outbreak in Europe has made
the relations between the USSR and Poland in the interwar period highly topical. Soviet-
Polish relations were quite uneasy at the time due to the grave consequences for the USSR of
the war with its western neighbor in 1919-1920. Moscow doubted the loyalty of the Polish
population in the western regions of Soviet Union, which resulted, among other, in the depor-
tation of Poles from Ukraine in 1936. After September 1939, relations between the USSR
and the Polish government in exile were severed. Meanwhile, Soviet authorities continued
to deport Poles, now from newly acquired territories of Western Ukraine and Western Be-
larus. However, Nazi Germany’s aggression against the USSR in June 1941 led to coope-
ration between the two countries in the fight against the common enemy. Polish military
units were established in the Soviet Union, while Polish detachments appeared in the ranks of
Soviet partisans.

We cannot overestimate the importance of S.V. Blagov‘s article about the morale
and the political propaganda in Polish partisan detachments in Belarus in 1943-1944. Based
on materials in Russian, Belarusian and Polish archives, the author considers the shift in
the loyalties of the Polish population to the Soviet partisans, in addition to ideological
work in Polish partisan detachments, the morale of its members, as well as their attitude
towards the USSR and the future of Poland. From a variety of perspectives, the author
examines this important aspect of the history of Soviet-Polish cooperation, which took
place in the difficult conditions of the political split of the Polish population, as well as
the complicated relations between the USSR and the Polish government in exile in London.

R.G. Bimbasov’s article examines oral propaganda and agitation in North Ossetia
during the Great Patriotic War. During this period the USSR and Germany also waged
an “information war,” not only in occupied territory, but at the front and in the rear of
the Soviet Union. His research is of interest because he based it on sources from the na-
tional region, which had its own characteristics. At the same time, North Ossetians parti-
cipated in defending the Caucasus. In a struggle vital for the Soviet Union, they helped
stop the Germans in December 1942 at the Elkhotovsky gate, in North Ossetia. The arti-
cle argues that oral propaganda among the public was highly effective. Indeed, conversa-
tions with the population and oral agitation during the war years had a greater impact than
impersonal propaganda aimed at an wide circle, even if the former were more costly and
labor intensive.

V.S. Gruzdinsky and V.P. Korzun examine the the 220th anniversary of the USSR
Academy of Sciences in the victorious year of 1945 as a scenario of celebration in
the sociocultural context of the era. At first glance, the topic seems peripheral to the histo-
ry of the war. However, one of the victory’s results was an increase in the authority and
influence of the USSR worldwide, which the Soviet leadership did its best to enhance in
politics, culture and science. Among other, immediately after the end of the war, it cele-
brated the 220th anniversary of the Academy of Sciences on a lavish scale in June 1945.
The authors argue that this event reflected the spirit of the era, with its enormous losses,
not to mention the efforts and results of the Great Patriotic War. Indeed, this celebration
was an important manifestation of the country's triumph. At the same time, it was aimed
at strengthening Soviet influence in the world: in celebrating the anniversary of Russian
science the organisers strongly promoted the idea of a “single world science,” in which
Soviet scientists would play a leading role. However, these hopes were not realized, since
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soon, under the pretext of combating “cosmopolitanism” and “worship of the West,” Mos-
cow began severing ties with the scientific world.

This issue’s articles consider important questions in Great Patriotic War’s historio-
graphy, which is becoming more diverse and objective. The archival documents introdu-
ced into scientific circulation and their interpretation in the context of of the historical
memory of the role played by Russians and other peoples of the former USSR in the vic-
tory over fascism open up new opportunities for scholarly discussion, as well as helping
to draw lessons from the past to respond to the political challenges of our time.
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