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BLACK MIRROR: DESTROYING THE IDYLL OF HAPPY CHILDHOOD,
OR THE SOCIUM TODAY IN THE MILLENIALS’ POETRY

S. Danilova

Philology, History and Culture of the USA, St. Petersburg University
Universitetskaya, 7-9, St. Petersburg, Russia, 199034

This essay is a look into the black mirror of lost — or inversed — myths. It’s about the society of
disconnected people; about new generation of creative persons — the Millenials — who are trying to
find their own place in the world by different ways, and the major of them is Poetry.

Stefania Danilova is the youngest member of Writers’ Union of Russia. She is polylingual and
polycultural poet, one of the “Lighthouse keepers” of modern literature as the heroes of her essay —
millenials, children with “older hearts”.
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1. GENERATION “Z”

For the majority of people childhood semantics is homogeneous: the warmth of
mother’s hands, Granny’s care, the huge world, milk froth, the sweets of friendship,
reverential waiting for a miracle, Santa Claus, or waiting for daddy from his job. We
interviewed a number of people, what they associate with the phrase “the poems about
childhood and children”. The answers were as follows: dedication of the mother to her
child; text about children’s joys and sorrows, initially of recognition, novelty of just opened
the world; easy for reading and memorizing poems on behalf of a kid, who is just starting
to get acquainted with the world of letters, sounds and words, couplets, the good fairy
tales. As to millennials, they write about childhood in dark shades.

Let’s define who we mean by millennials. It is people born in the late 80’s and early
90’s. Most of them already have several published books or, at least, public, numbering
from a few dozen to a few hundred thousand subscribers. The variety of definitions of the
word “poet” is widely discussed both in the style of Kitchen Philosophy and in TED
sensational stand up lectures. The discourse of modern network literature offers a wide
variation of the interpretation of the symbolism of the already established images. We
will not discuss texts about happy childhood and fairy tales for children — they merit a
separate article. This research is an analytical slice of non-standard, complex, and heavy
images of childhood and child himself. It is done through the prism of poems, and their
authors are of our time.

2. SHAPES OF THE MIRROR

Here they are, in atypical genres of Millenials’ poetry.
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Letters-prolepsises to unborn children

The term “children’s children” was first used in the 60’s regarding the Hippie
movement. It includes both the typical symbols of child (laughter, crying with no reason,
infinite energy, lack of fear, “no” to war and violence, and openness to the world) and
tininess towards the world and inadaptability to life. The text of the poetess Springteen
refers, in fact, to the hippies’ grandchildren. What can a parent, who is in the dark of
how to live a life, teach his child? And what will the grandchild learn? To what will this
“infantilism chain”, where all the links are weak, lead? In a poem, addressed to a lyric
heroine’s potential daughter, the author raises a sharp social problem of human weakness —
when it comes to its social role as a parent. The text was repeatedly published on variety
of child-free forums and gained whole-hearted support among their inhabitants (child-
free are people who consciously choose not to have children. — Author’s note). The
semantic field of childhood from this author is a cold winter field: “blank incurious stare”
(lack of trust between mother and daughter), “foisted patronymic” (you can include any
person the passport column “father”). The childhood becomes endless and lingering like
a disease for many children: hence the metaphor “The Epidemic of Infantilism”. Lyrical
heroine is afraid to give birth and then make changes to a sophisticated “program” called
“Human”, because she is already “programmed” as of no account.

Tl He co3maHa, a 0 Tebe yke ToBopsIT. BeIOMparoT eaBa 11 He yHUBepcUTET. OTKPBHIBAIOT
IPOEKT, 3aKJIAIbIBAIOT 3apsi/l, ¥ OTBOIAT CYXHUE JIAIOHU CEMU CMepTeil. MHe 3aBe1IOMO CTpalll-
HO 3a TBOIi Oe3pa3In4HbIi B3rJIsiI. MHe 3aBeIoMO GOJIBHO 3a IICHUE B IIYCTOTE.

W60 petu geteit omHaXKAbI MPOJOJIXKAT Psif U TTOSIBSATCSI CHOBA JETU AeTel neteit. 3amnpe-
11y Te6€ MeTh: 3TO 3HAYUT, Thl OyAeIb MeTh. Paspelry CTUXu: He 3aX0UYEeTCsI HU CTPOKMU.

IToToMy uTO TeTpaaKa B KJIETKY — MPOCTasi KJIETh, 1aXe €CJIM BCe 3TO UTPhI B YePHOBUKH.

DTO MyTh, HA KOTOPBI HE HAIO YCIIETh YCHETh. DTO TO, OT YETO, MoXalyicTa, yoeru.

bynb nyHO# 1 Bomoii, W 3ps cjioBa He poHsii. MO0 TSIHETCS COJIHIIE K COJIHILY, OTOHb
K OTHIO.

51 6orock co3maBaTh T€OS M TOTOM MEHSITh. MaTh MeHS He BepHyJia. A s1 TeOs1 I — BepHY?

W60 netu geteit mosaBsiTcs oT MeHsl. M mmociieIHUM He ObITh — HU OJHOMY 3BeHY. DIU-

JEMUIO l/[H(i)aHTl/l.HbHOCTI/l, KpaCHbIX CJIOB, CUHUX IJ1a3, IOAKMAHOTO OTYECTBA, TOIITHOTHLI HE
CXBaTUTH ObI CTYACHBIM BETPOM UYKUX I'OJIOB, ITYCTbh 1 3TO, U TO, TOJIbKO — HE Thl, HC THI.

Yenoseunii repbapuii bor Kiamer mox CTEKII0: BOT CYIIEHBIE BETKH, a BOT 3KUBbIE IIBETHI

(.

A child, who is mature beyond his years

The image of the child, who not only protects his parents, who go soft at a bad time,
in hour of need, but also grows up in a moment, becomes more and more popular in the
media, and poets pick up the trend. Let’s give examples from the world of cinema. An
animated film “Mulan” has a young heroine who went to war because her father was
disabled. In “Spirited away”, Chihiro’s parents indulged in sin of gluttony and turned
into fat pigs, and the girl is looking for a way to rescue them throughout the film. Text by
Viviana Steletskaya focuses the reader’s attention to family values: “The children patrol
the city. They don’t need another world. They might continue to play or run away from the
city, but they suddenly adopt the role of an “Adult”, while their parents silently adopt the
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role of a “Child”. Here, the winter and its attributes are symbols of parental aging and
quietus.

31MBI CTAHOBSITCS BCE [UTMHHEE, HET MM ITOJOOHBIX Ha O€JI0M CBETe.
B3pocnble MeIIeHHO 1IEMeHEIOT, 3HAYUT, K OPY>KUIO BCTAHYT JETH.
<..>
Hetu ete He y3Hau cMepT. CMepTh — 3TO HEUTO U3 MUPA CKA30K.
CtpaxoM ¥ MaHUKOM MmpaBuT Xojioa. CTeKI1a IpoxkaT IO HAIIOPOM CTYXKMH.
Hetu 00xoasT mo30poM ropoa. Mup 3a TipefieiaMu UM He Hy>KeH.
<..>
Ecnu 6e3ymMust uepeH oMyT, eciid 6e1a pacCTaBIIsIeT CETH,
Ecnm ponutenu Biajiv B KOMY, 3HaYUT, Ha YJIUIIBI BRIAIYT AeTH [2]

Severely ill child

It is the topic of a river of tears, fraud and many poems. In the poetic «clubbish set»
you can hear that, having such texts, you will walk everyone over. A poem by Mariana
Vysotskaya is mere pain:

¥V JleHuca B3pocCIiblii AUarHO3 1 AETCKU TTIOUEPK.

OH cusibHee poBeCHUKOB. biaropasyMHeit mpouux.
OH numrer B 3amucke «C HacTymaomuM, MImTblii Otye!
4 omuH HA OOWH IPOTHUB MaPHI IIOJIOMAHHBIX TTOYEK».

A cToro nepen HUM. PymsiHasT 1 XXKuBasl.

OH 3HaeT, YTO He BIKUBAIOT. 2KUBYT, yIroBas.

S, — TOBOpHT, — Xy IOHOpPA, KaK TpaMBasl.
<..>
— C HosbiM Tonom, bor. C HoBbiM [omoMm, CBSITBIE U IPEIIHbIE.
Korna st yMpy — Thl MOKOPMUIIIL MEHST YEPELIHAMMU?

— C HoBwiMm Tomowm, [denuc. [Tokopmito, KoHeuHO ke [3].

A boy called Denis has an unusually mature thinking. In his world, there is no one to
wish Happy New Year: his interlocutor is the God. The others, as a lyrical heroine in his
eyes, are saints or sinners. If the pain is real, it’s not suitable for contest.

The first and painful discoveries

The text by the Moscow poetess Alexandra Shalashova can seem a Christmas fairy
vignette — at first sight, but just up to the second line.

Mamy Ha HOUb OOHSITh, B OJesiie XpaHUTh TEILIO...
B Hamreit KyxHe CBUHbBSI OKpOBaBIJIA YMCTHIH TT0JT,
pasjierjiach Kak IUTe — U JIAMOIIKY BeAeT KO MHE.
BoT Kyxapka UaeT IMpUTroTOBUTH €€ B OTHE.
ToBopsT, moaenoM eit iexaTb U TePIEeTh Tecak,

a KOMY Mbl — J006pOM, a KOMY — TOIMIOPOM B TJ1a3a.
Mpbl He nenanu 3j1a, Mbl U3JAAWIU JOM U KJIETh,
JIOOPBIA OOT HaKa3asl, YTO CBUHBE 3aBCETrIa TEPIETh.
Pas3 B neiepe Jiexxaau — U CJIOH, ¥ OM30H, U TUTD,
U cusiia 3Be31a, U Topes OTOHEK B IyTH,

HO MulafgeHel He criajl, M Urpajics 3Be3I0M SHBaph,
U pblIajia CBUHbS, U PEBEJIa BO BCIO TOPTaHb.
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Kak Hu rpen Ero nes u Hu HsgsH4uMI Ero Oyit-Typ,
HO HaXOXJIWJICS XJIeB, IIpeaBelas Emy 6emy:
YTO ce0s MOTePSATh, HE YIapUB OTHEM O TPYT:
U Terepb HaM CBUHbSI HEHABUCTHEE BCEX UYI.

3amMeraeT KypTuHBL. MHeii K 3emite MeTeT
Bepenut ckapnatuHa. HsaHs HeceT muThe.
41 nexy B poXIECTBO B IMXOPAAKe 3aIlaBIINX CKYI,
a Ha TIpa3IHUYIHBINA CTOJI HAa TapeJIKe CBUHBIO HECYT.

A lyric heroine — a child — realizes how painful thoughts can be. The text is about
nostalgia, which is not always bright and joyful. That even in holidays you have to be sick
and think about something complex, unchildish. That children are smarter and think in
a more complicated way than their parents and kindergartner thinks about them.

Tough childhood

What can really harm a child, except a bad company, crisps, and ARVI? Indifference,
inattention, domestic violence, parental overexagerrating demands. SimaRadchenko’s
poem explains how the child was «suddenly» found in the house. In the era of information
technology, parents are passionate about gadgets, career development and themselves,
but when the lights are turned off, a spiritual image emerges — candles, a symbol of the
divine, showing a little man from the darkness. And it turns out that this little man knows
a lot. In the morning, everything seems to be as usual:

BHe3anmHOBIOMEOTKIIOUMIMCBET. HeT cBeTa — U 3aHSIThCS TOXKE HEUEM...
Ponutenu yctpouau coBeT. B KOHIIE KOHILIOB HAIIUTMCh Ha TTOJIKE CBEUM.
<..>
M B TeMHOTE TSITY4Yell U TYCTOI BAPYT 0Ka3aJI0Ch: B JOME ECTh PEOEHOK.
OH, 0Ka3aj10Cch, ObLI YK€ TaBHO, U TOBOPUJI HETJIOXO, 1 O MHOTOM,

HO KaK-TO ObLJIO BCE HE IO HETO — «YiAW 1 He Mellaiics, paau 0oras.
<..>
A yTpoM... yTpoM CHOBa Aajiu cBeT. M1 cHoBa cTtan peOeHOK HEBUAMMKOIA.

«Children over 20»

Archet, a very popular poet, has 35000 subscribers only in one of the social networks.
This is an amazing and rare case when the author’s audience is so cohesive they read the
text by heart together with poet: “God save the children over 20. They still have to die and
fall our”. It goes without saying that fans of Archet are called as “Children over 20”. After
that, some resonant verses appeared: “God save the children over 18, “over 407, etc.
The heroes of these poems are marginal, strange individuals, going against the rules. They
overgrew the puberty but continued to keep a spark of rebellion inside. Those people are
of alternative orientation. They have not a healthy lifestyle to lead, nevertheless, they are
children, because the God is the one.

Childhood “from scratch”

Alittle human begins to remember himself and the world when he is two or three years
old. The poem by Ira Znamenosets is about how a lyrical heroine remembers herself at
the very birth, as well as her parents, who get divorced when heroine becomes older.
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41 3anomHuMIIa 5T0. B3goxHynna u 3aBomnuia.
IMogHsmock GecnolagHoe COHIIE MI0IbCKoe, ociienuiio. HaBcerna ocaemnuo.
<>
To, 4To 1 — cUMOMO3 TeX IBOUX, HEBO3MOXXHBIX BMECTE.
3HayuT, 1 — HEBO3MOXHA. BO3MOXHOCTBIO MUP 3aKOBaH.
3HaAyuT, 1 BblllIe MUpPa 1 BbIIlIE €ro 3aKOHOB.
M oH OyaeT TakuM, KaK 3alIOMHUJICSI MHE B Hayaie,
Tem urosiem, Koraa s poxaanach, B KpOBY Kpuyaia.
<..>

SUMMING UP

To sum up, the millennials see the childhood in the poetry from other angles, unlike
the generation X. It is impossible to come across poems about deliberate child-free among
representatives of the postwar period. The childhood is less and less associated with a
bright and trouble-free period of human life. The image of the child expands: it’s a new
“Mitrofanushka — The Minor”, and a five-years old brave heroine, and a future undesirable
daughter, and an invisible son, and mature thoughts in the child’s head. The symbolics
of childhood expands the palette of paints and works, in fact, based on the principle of
synaesthesia, or molecular cuisine: the text can be named “A Child”, but it will be about
a man of forty. What will giveus the poetry of generation Z?..

© Danilova S., 2017
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