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Abstract. The politicization of the mass consciousness of young people is revealed in this study
by such parameters as the level of interest in politics, readiness for certain actions to protect
interests, priority sources of political information, assessment of the correctness of the direction
of development of the situation in the country, as well as the relations of some of these characteristics
with the level political trust. The empirical basis of the study is the results of a massive online
survey of Russian youth conducted in November 2022. The method of conducting the survey
was an online survey. The data were processed using traditional methods of statistical analysis:
simple and combined grouping of data, analysis of standardized residuals, correlation analysis,
calculation of new variables, multiple regression analysis, multivariate scaling. By modeling a new
variable, it was possible to identify high rates of youth interest in politics. It has been established
that the level of youth interest in politics is associated with the availability and size of material and
social resources of representatives of this group. Positive and negative factors influencing the level
of youth interest in politics have been identified. Since, according to the results of the analysis, the
levels of political trust and interest in youth politics turned out to be unrelated, it can be argued
that the rational component in the formation of political trust among young people is rather weak.
The relationship between the level of political trust of young people and the willingness to take
certain potential actions to protect their interests has been revealed. Two sets of related potential
action strategies have been identified that young people can use to protect their interests.
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AnHOTanus. [lonuTH3anus MaccoBOro CO3HaHUS MOJIOJIC)KHU BBIABISACTCSA B JAHHOM HCCIIS/IOBA-
HHUU T10 TaKUM IIapaMETpaM, KaK YPOBCHb MHTCPECA K MMOJIUTUKE, TOTOBHOCTH K ONPCACIICHHBIM
JEHCTBUSAM C IEJIbI0 3alIUTH CBOMX MHTEPECOB, NPUOPUTETHBIE HCTOYHUKH TOJIUTHYECKONH HH-
Q)opMauI/m, OLICHKA MPaBUJIBHOCTH HallPaBJICHUA PAa3BUTHUA CUTyallUUu B CTpaHE, a TaKKEC CBA3b
HEKOTOPBIX U3 3TUX XapaKTEPUCTUK C YPOBHEM MOIUTHUECKOTO JOBEPHS. DMIUPUUECKON OCHO-
BOH McCCIIEIOBaHUS SBIIAIOTCS Pe3yIbTaThl MACCOBOIO OHJIAMH-OIPOCAa POCCUIMCKON MOJIONEKH,
poBezieHHoro B Hostope 2022 r. MeTooM IpoBeIeHHs OIIpoca CTajI0 OHJIAHH-aHKeTHPOBaHHE.
[Ipn 00paboTKe MaHHBIX HCHONB30BAHBI TPAAMIMOHHBIC METOIBI CTATHCTUYECKOIO aHAJH3a:
mpocTas 1 KOMOMHUpPOBaHHAs TPYIITUPOBKA JTAHHBIX, aHAJIN3 CTaHJaPTH30BaHHBIX OCTaTKOB,
KOppeHHL[I/IOHHLIﬁ aHaJIN3, BBIYUCIICHHUC HOBBIX IICPEMCHHBIX, MHO’KECTBEHHBIH pel’peCCHOHHLIfI
aHaJN3, MHOTOMEpHOE IKalupoBanue. [Ipy moMorn MoennpoBaHus HOBOW MEpeMEHHON ya-
JIOCH BBISIBUTH BBICOKHE ITOKA3aTENIN HHTEPECA MOJIOJCHKH ITOTUTHKE. YCTAaHOBJICHO, YTO YPOBEHB
MHTepeca MOJIOJEKH K OJINTHKE COTPSDKEH C HAJTHYUEM U Pa3MEPOM MaTepPHATIbHBIX U COIL[HAIIb-
HBIX pPECypcoB IIpecTaBuTeNel 3ToN rpynmnsl. IIpoaHanu3npoBaHbl IO3UTUBHBIE U HETaTUBHBIE
(axTOpBI, BIUSIONINE Ha YPOBEHb HHTEPECA MOJIOJIEKH K ITOTUTHKE. [I0CKOIIBKY 110 pe3yabraTaM
aHaJIn3a YPOBHU MOJUTUYCCKOI'O JOBEPUA U NUHTEPECA K ITOJIUTUKE MOJIOACIKH OKa3aJIUCh HE CBsI-
3aHBI, MOKHO YTBEpPX/JaTh, 9TO PAIlHOHAIBHBI KOMIIOHEHT B (DOPMHPOBAHUH HOJIUTHYECKOTO
JOBEPHs Y MOJOJEKH JocTaTouHo ciad. OmpeneneHa B3aMMOCBSA3b MEXKAY yPOBHEM IOIHMTH-
YECKOT0 JIOBEPHS MOJIOJEKH M TOTOBHOCTBIO K COBEPLICHHIO OMPEISJICHHBIX MOTEHIIHAIBHBIX
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JEeUCTBUH JJIsl 3alIUThl CBOMX MHTEPECOB. BBISBICHBI JBa HAO0OPa CBA3AHHBIX MOTEHIIMAIBHBIX
CTpaTeruii AefcTBUN, K KOTOPBIM MOXKET MPUOETaTh MOJIOACKD JIJISI 3aI[UTHI CBOMX HHTEPECOB.

KuiroueBble ciioBa: MOJIUTHYECKOE CO3HAHWE, MOJUTHUYECKUE IMPEATNOYTEHUS, TMOTUTHYESCKUE
YCTaHOBKH, HOJIMTHUYECKOE JOBEpHE, MOJIMTHUYECKOE MOBEIEHHME, OHJIAH-ONPOC, CTaTUCTHYe-
CKHME METO/Ibl aHallh3a, IPYIIUPOBKA JAHHBIX, aHAJIU3 CTaHJIAPTH30BAHHBIX OCTATKOB, MOJE-
JINPOBAHUE TEPEMEHHBIX, KOPPEISLUOHHBIA aHallu3, PErpecCUOHHBIN aHalli3, MHOIOMEPHOE
IKaJIUPOBAHUE

Juas uurupoBanus: [lonosa O.B., [ puwun H.B., Cycroe C.H. Tlonutuszanus MaccoBOro co3Ha-
HHUS poccuiickoi Mosoexu B 2022 1.: BO3MOKHOCTH OIIEHKH Ha OCHOBE CTaTUCTUYECKOTO aHaH-
3a // BectHuk Poccuiickoro ynusepcuteta apysx0s1 Haponos. Cepusi: [Tonutonorus. 2023. T. 25.
Ne2. C. 471-485. https://doi.org/10.22363/2313-1438-2023-25-2-471-485

BaaronapHocTu: lccnenoBanue BbIMONHEHO B MHCTUTYTE HayYHOH WMH(pOpPMAIMH MO 00IIe-
cTBeHHbIM HaykaM PAH npu ¢punancoBoii noaaepxke MUHHCTEPCTBA HAYKH U BBICIIET0 00pa3o-
BaHUs PO 1 DKCepTHOrO MHCTUTYTA CONMATBHBIX MCCIICIOBAHNN B paMKaxX HayYHOT'O MPOEKTA
Ne 122101100043-9 «IlonuTHdeckoe g0BEpHE POCCUHUCKON MOJIOJEKH: MEXaHU3MbI POPMHUPOBA-
HUS, COCTOSTHUE, TPEHABI H PUCKI.

Introduction

In the last decade, Russian researchers have often referred to the fragmentation
of the political consciousness of the Russian youth [Aseeva, Shashkova 2017,
Komarovsky 2021], low interest in politics [Borisova 2019; Kozyreva, Smirnov 2015],
relatively high willingness of the youth in metropolises to protest political mobilization
[[saeva 2021; Popova 2020], the orientation of this socio-demographic group
on entertainment content online [Warren, Sulaiman, Jaafar 2014; Lu, Qi, Yu 2019]
or, at best, popular bloggers offering “recipes for all occasions” in an accessible
visualized, often game form [Kuznetsov 2021; Rovinskaya 2020; Grigoryan 2021].
These characteristics of the mass consciousness of youth are derived from the
conditions of primary and secondary political socialization and reflect the specifics
of the process of political re-socialization [Hooghe, Marien 2013; Chang 2022], which
occurs inevitably during the shift of younger generations to adulthood [Shokri 2016;
Moamenla 2017; Echeverria, Mani 2020].

The year 2022 has brought significant changes that have equally had a deep impact
on the mass consciousness of different age cohorts of our country’s population. In this
regard, youth is a group whose political values, attitudes and preferences are most
susceptible to transformation [Golovin 2020; Schraff 2020]. It seems methodically
correct to pay close attention to the most labile characteristics of political consciousness,
since they are especially susceptible to change. In this sense, in our opinion, modern
versions of behavioral methodology yield the most valuable results when conducting
empirical studies [ Noordzij, Koster, Waal 2021]. Extreme political processes inevitably
cause a certain response in the political perceptions of young people [Norris 2011].

This article will assess the state of the parameters of the mass political consciousness
of Russian youth such as the level of interest in politics, readiness for certain actions
in order to protect their interests, primary sources of political information, evaluate the
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direction in which the situation in the country is developing, as well as the relationship
of some of these characteristics with the level of political trust.

Another important task of the article is to assess the possibility of using traditional
methods of statistical analysis to address this issue: from simple and combined
grouping of data with the analysis of standardized residuals and correlation analysis
to the calculation of new variables, multiple regression analysis and multidimensional
scaling. Unfortunately, sometimes, the obviously constructive trend towards combining
quantitative and qualitative methods in one study [Brosius, van Elsas, de Vreese 2019;
Grishin 2022] noticeable limits the use of the arsenal of tools for statistical analysis and
leads to their simplification [Chevalier 2019; Schoon, Cheng 2011].

The data used in the article were obtained during a mass online survey of Russian
youth in November 2022 within the framework of the research project “Political trust
of Russian youth: mechanisms of formation, state, trends and risks”. The sample
included 1500 respondents aged between 14 and 35 years, quota-based, not related
to quota control based on gender, age, federal district of residence. The sample was
calculated based on the most recent Rosstat data.!

Modeling New Variables:
Levels of Interest in Politics
and Political Trust of the Russian Youth

The level of interest in politics was calculated by modeling a new variable based
on the respondents’ self-assessment. The validity of self-assessment was verified
additionally by correlating the answers to the question on interest in politics and the
question menu regarding the sources of political information (the logical rectangle
procedure).

As a result, we revealed that 8.6 % of Russian youth have a low level of interest
in politics, 36.2 % have an average level, and 52.0 % have a high level of interest. As for
the remaining 3.2 % of respondents, it was impossible to identify their level of interest
in politics.

We are fully aware that such high rates of interest in politics are largely due to the
effect of the partial mobilization that ended two weeks before the start of the survey.
Although, according to the law, this procedure could not be and was not carried out
with respect to significant groups of young people, however, such a campaign, which
had not been carried out on the territory of our country for several generations,
could not help but affect the more sensitive and attentive attitude of the population
to the problems of domestic and foreign policy. At the same time, since the root
cause itself, the special military operation (SMO), which has significantly changed
the indicators of youth interest in politics, continues, there is no reason to believe that
this parameter of mass consciousness will decrease over the next few months or even
years (Table 1).

' The population of the Russian Federation by gender and age as of January 1, 2022 (Statistical
Bulletin). Moscow, 2022.
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Table 1
Self-assessment of the level of interest in politics among Russian youth, e
November 2022, % by column
LR G e T Group size Level of interest in politics Group size
awarded
1 0.0
2 2.4
Low interest in politics 8.6
3 1.7
4 4.5
5 4.2
6 16.2 Medium level of interest in politics 36.2
7 15.8
8 2041
9 10.3 High level of interest 52.0
10 21.6
Difficult to answer 3.2 Difficult to answer 3.2
Total 100.0 Total 100.0

Source: compiled by the authors based on the results of the study.

The analysis of the data from combined tables of the calculated variable “level
of interest in politics” with socio-demographic and status characteristics of respondents,
taking into account the statistically significant standardized balances of values in cells,
allowed us to identify the most typical “profiles” of the respondents in each group.

Thus, the greatest interest in politics tends to be shown by men aged 30 to 35 years
with higher education, officially employed, relatively financially secure and with high
incomes (with an employment record), residents of metropolises and large regional
industrial centers, residents of the Central and Northwestern Federal Districts
(statistically significant standardized remainders (hereinafter — s.s.s.r.)) are equal
to +1,7, +4,8, +3,1, 12,5, 2,4, +1,7, 43,1, +2,3, +2.4 respectively). Thus, we can assume
that young people belonging to the middle class, with high indicators of social and
cultural capital, are currently following the development of the political situation in the
country and in the world more closely.

The average level of interest to assessing political events is more likely to be present
among the group of young people aged 14 to 20 years, high school students, college
and lyceum students, junior university students, residents of small towns and villages,
residents of the Volga Federal District (s.s.s.r. are equal to +2.,4, +1,9, +1,8, +1,8, +2,3,
+1,7, +2,3, +1,9 respectively).

The least interest in politics tends to be shown by girls, young people aged 14 to 20
years, holders of primary, incomplete and full secondary education, school students,
low-income residents of small towns, as well as villages and rural areas, the youth
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in the North Caucasus Federal District (s.s.s.r. are equal to +1,6, +4,1, +1,6, +3,8, +3,0,
+3,6, +1,9, 42,0, 42,0, +2,8 respectively).

In general, we can conclude that the level of political interest of young people
is associated with the availability and size of material and social resources of the
representatives of the group.

The conducted multiple regression analysis, with the level of interest in politics
as the dependent variable and various socio-demographic factors as independent
variables, identified the age and type of settlement where the young people live as the
most significant factors (with the value of the determination coefficient +0.3, the
standardized Beta regression coefficients for the two variables were equal to +0.22 and
-0.15, respectively).

The attempt to build regression models linking the level of interest in politics
to political attitudes (Tables 2 and 3) identified the significant positive factors as beliefs
in the priority of the state’s interests, the necessity and inevitability of reforms,
willingness to work in political parties, and the presence of politicians, journalists
or bloggers whose views and opinions on acute political problems of youth are
of importance. A factor that negatively affects the interest of youth in politics is the
lack of any self-reflection among young people regarding their own political views.

Table 2
Model 1 multiple regression analysis of the assessment
of the level of interest in policies based on attitudes
Model summary b
Model R R-square Adjusted R-square St::‘:::rd Durbin-Watson

1 3712 137 136 .606 1.759
a. Predictors: (constant), | have no political opinions, The interests of the state are a priority, Reforms
in society are necessary
b. Dependent variable: level of interest in politics

Coefficients a
Unstandardized Standardized
Model coefficients coefficients T Significance
B Standard error Beta

(Constant)) 2.456 .023 108.217 .000

State interests are 284 038 479 7.489 000

priority
1 Reformsin iet

etorms In society 221 .039 136 5.589 .000
are needed
| have no political -390 035 -271 -11.178 000

opinion

a. Dependent variable: level of interest in politics

Source: compiled by the authors based on the results of the study.
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Table 3
Multiple regression analysis model for estimating the level
of interest in policies based on attitudes
Model summary b
Model R R-square Adjusted Standard error Durbin-Watson
R-square
1 4213 178 176 .591 1.785
a. Predictors: (constant), identification with politicians and bloggers (binary), Participation in the work
of political parties — readiness, | have no political opinions
b. Dependent variable: level of interest in politics
Coefficients a
Unstandardized Standardized
coefficients coefficients
Mopenb T Significance
B Standard error Beta
(Constant) 2.378 .024 99.644 .000

Participation in the
work of political .295 .042 168 7.058 .000
parties — readiness

I have no political opinion -.333 .034 -.231 -9.647 .000

Identification with
politicians and bloggers .305 .032 .229 9.547 .000
(binary)

a. Dependent variable: level of interest in politics

Source: compiled by the authors based on the results of the study.

It can be assumed that the levels of political trust and interest in politics among
youth are related, but data analysis has proved this assumption wrong (Table 4).
At the level of statistically significant standardized balances, we only found the
tendency of people with a low level of interest in politics to distrust political
institutions and people in power, as well as the lack of trust in people who cannot
assess the degree of their interest in politics: the corresponding values of s.s.s.t.
are equal to +1.6, +2.9. Thus, it can be argued that the rational component in the
formation of political trust among young people is quite weak.
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Table 4
Self-assessment of the level of interest in the politics of Russian youth
with different levels of political trust, November 2022, %

Self-assessment . Level . Level
of the level e rr?:;ttlcal of political I;s::tl ?sf;zlclitifna‘ll of political trust Total
of interest in politics trustis low is high
3.5 1.5

Low 2.4 16 18 1.1 8.5
Medium 8.6 13.2 9.2 5.3 36.2
High 13.9 15.7 13.5 8.9 52.0

- 1.5 0.5
Difficult to answer +2.9 21 0.8 0.4 3.2
Total 26.4 32.9 24.9 15.8 100.0

Note. The second digit in the cell of the table is a statistically significant standardized remainder, which,
depending on the sign, fixes the inclination or lack of inclination of the group to think or act in a certain way.

Source: compiled by the authors based on the results of the study.

Studying the Political Trust and Repertoire
of Potential Actions of Youth
to Protect Their Interests through Online Questionnaires

During the online survey of Russian youth, a menu question was posed allowing
the respondents to select all the answers that correspond to their views on what
actions they are personally ready to take to protect their interests (Table 5). The
purpose of this question was to obtain information about the repertoire of potential
political and non-political actions young people in Russia consider effective and
acceptable to take. It is important that not a single action, even a personal one, can
be performed without communication with the authorities, civil society institutions,
personalized or anonymized counterparts. It turned out that almost every fifth young
Russian does not reflect on this at all (19.7 % of young respondents found it difficult
to answer this question).

Contrary to the working hypothesis of the priority of political actions,
the most popular action was appealing to state bodies (55.6 % of responses);
participation in elections (36.3 %), appealing to civil society institutions (36.0 %),
as well as political communication in the online space (33.7 %) came second.
Third came participation in the work of public organizations (24.3 %) and the
use of personal connections and rewards to solve their problems (22.3 %), and
fourth came participation in public authorized rallies (19.8 %), which can have
both constructive and destructive political orientation. The fifth most common
position was the willingness to participate in the work of political parties (16.1 %),
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the sixth was the willingness to participate in unauthorized protests (11.0 %) and
material support for politicians and their projects (9.0 %). Finally, another 5.5 %
of the respondents considered themselves as not fitting into the proposed options
for public actions, however, during the analysis, it turned out that they all relate
to political communication on the Internet (all these respondents also chose the
option “Discussion and reposts on social media”).

Table 5
Rating of young people’s readiness for various actions in order to protect their interests
in case of their violation, November 2022, %

Method of action % Position in the rating

Appeal to state bodies 55.6 1
Participation in elections 36.3 2
Appeal to NGOs 36.0 2
Discussion and reposts in social networks 33.7 2
Participation in the work of NGOs 24.3 3
Use of personal connections and rewards 22.3 3
Participation in allowed promotions 19.8 4
Participation in the work of political parties 16.1 5
Participation in unallowed protests 11.0 6
Material support for politicians and their projects 9.0 6
Other ways to act to protect interests 55 7
Difficult to answer 19.7

Source: compiled by the authors based on the results of the study.

Among other ways to protect their interests in case of their violation, young
people spoke about the need to independently solve their problems without
contacting any structures (“Help yourself”, “The task of helping the drowning
people is in the hands of the drowning people themselves”); the obligation
to search for associates for collective actions (“campaigning in order to find
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allies”, “We resolve together”), using the power of public opinion formed
on the Internet (“Creating various types of Internet resources that highlight
the problem, the fight against it, giving others guidelines for taking actions
and uniting”’) or resorting to the traditional form of protecting the interests
of workers — trade unions (“Participation in organizing a trade union’); the
impossibility of predetermining the correct strategy of action, since everything
will depend on the specific problem (“Well, anything that is required”, “Depends
on the problem I ran into”).

Some representatives of youth mentioned the need to apply to state bodies,
but at the same time they put these answers in the “other” option (“Government
services”, “Appeal to the court”, “Police, prosecutor’s office”): it is obvious that
some young people are lacking the understanding that state bodies are not limited
to the actual administrative structures of representative power, but that the entire
system, including law enforcement and judicial structures, is part of the state
apparatus. The lack of knowledge among young people of the state structures
is also evidenced by the fact that this list included the option of “Petition”, i.e.
the respondent mentioned the type of appeal, but did not indicate the object itself
towards which the action is directed.

Some young respondents wrote responses related to emigration (“Moving”,
“Leaving the country”, “Changing the country of residence’), the use of force (“AKM,
the magazine is attached’; another expression used mentioned the command to start
simultaneous massive shots in military operations — “Three hundred thirty-three”).

Individual respondents stated that they would not attempt to protect their interests
(“No way, I'm a coward”, “l won’t do anything’’), which is due to the belief in the
futility, inefficiency of any attempts to change anything in the country (“The truth
is with whoever has money and power”).

The conducted multidimensional scaling of the potential actions of young people
in order to protect their interests (Figure) made it possible to draw three important
conclusions.

First, there are two sets of related potential action strategies that young people
can resort to: a) “working for civil society” through participating in the activities
of public organizations and parties, in authorized and unauthorized public rallies,
as well as material support to most probably opposition politicians and their projects
(the probability of combining these actions is quite high); b) being “charged” with
information of a certain orientation from social media, followed by an attempt to solve
their personal problems through a system of informal personal connections and
“gratitude”.

Secondly, the most probable ways of young people’s behavior — applying
to authorities and public organizations, as well as voting — are rarely combined in the
actions of one person.

Thirdly, young people’s ideas of the acceptable ways to protect their interests
is formed by two latent factors: the first is formed by the axis of loyalty in relation
to state authorities (the extreme points are “willingness to apply to authorities —
willingness to participate in unauthorized protests”); the second is formed by the
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axis of the nature of the personification of one’s position (the extreme points are
“readiness to participate in elections — readiness to use personal connections
and rewards”).

Derivative configuration of the stimulus

Model of the Euclidian distance of the individual differences (weighted)

15 Ready for eIecti%ns
[ ]
1.0
Ready to work in NGO
L)
05 Ready to work in polit.party @ T T
o~ 4 polfparty Ready to apply to NGO
[ Ready for allowed actions ®
g Ready for financial support
c 00
E Ready for unauthorized action Ready to apply{o authorities
5
-05
-1.0
Ready to discuss and repost in social media
[ ]
15 Ready for personal connections
-2 -1 0 1 2 3
Dimension 1

Multidimensional scaling of the readiness of Russian youth
for various actions to protect their own interests
Source: compiled by the authors based on the results of the study. Data processed in SPSS (version 27).

There is a certain link between the level of political trust and the willingness
or unwillingness of young people in Russia to take certain actions in order to protect
their interests (Table 6). Thus, young people with a high level of political trust are
more inclined than other groups to appeal to state authorities; however, they are
not attracted much to participating in authorized public rallies, the work of public
organizations, the use of personal connections and rewards, material support for
politicians and their projects, as well as political communication online (s.s.s.r. are
equal to +2.5, 3.6, -3.0, —4.7, -2.6, -2.8, —4.3 respectively).

Young people with an average level of political trust are inclined to apply
to authorities and participate in elections, but they are not very attracted
to participating in public authorized and unauthorized rallies, as well as in other
actions in order to protect their interests (s.s.s.r. are equal to +4.0, +2.0, -3.0, —4.1,
—4.0, respectively).

Young people with a low level of political trust are more likely than other groups
to participate in authorized public rallies, use personal connections and rewards, and
other means, but are reluctant to apply to public authorities (s.s.s.r. are equal to +1.6,
+2.1, +1.6, —1.7, respectively).
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Table 6
Readiness of young people with different levels of political trust
to take certain actions to protect their interests
in case of their violation, November 2022, % by line
PotentlaI_Mode Trust No Trust Low Trust Medium Trust High Total
of Action
. 19.2 30.0 31.7 191
Appeal to state bodies _41 17 +4.0 25 100.0
Contacting NGOs 27.2 34.5 22.3 16.1 100.0
Participation in allowed 37.6 38.3 16.4 77 100.0
public events +3.8 +1.6 -3.0 -3.6 ’
TR . 221 2941
Participation in elections 50 321 +20 16.7 100.0
Participation in the work 26.5 30.8 26.1 16.6 100.0
of political parties
Participation in the work 30.6 9.7
of NGOs 1.6 8.2 225 ~3.0 100.0
Participation 50.9 9.2 17
in unauthorized protests +6.3 38.2 -4.1 -4.7 100.0
Use of personal 39.3 10.3
connections and rewards 239 +2.1 26.5 -2.6 100.0
Material support for
. - 39.0 6.4
poll_t|0|ans and their 429 31.9 227 o8 100.0
projects
Discussion and reposts 30.4 8.3
in social networks +1.8 366 24.7 -4.3 100.0
Other ways to act 40.7 43.0 3.5
to protect interests +2.6 +1.6 -4.0 128 100.0
e 32.0 17.2
Difficult to answer +1.9 33.7 o7 17.2 100.0

*The second digit in the cell of the table is a statistically significant standardized remainder, which, depending
on the sign, fixes the inclination or lack of inclination of the group to think or act in a certain way.

Source: compiled by the authors based on the results of the study.

Young people who absolutely do not trust politicians and institutions of political
power, to a greater extent than other groups, are inclined to participate in unauthorized
and authorized public rallies, material support for politicians and their projects, discuss
political problems on social media and other actions, but are not inclined to apply
to government bodies or to participate in elections (s.s.s.r. are equal to +6.3, +3.8, +2.9,

+1.8, +1.6, 2.6, — 4.1, 2.0, respectively).

The events of 2022 had a profound impact on the political consciousness of the
Russian society and, in particular, the younger generation. The research conducted
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contributed to identifying the features of the modern political consciousness
of the Russian youth: in particular, it expanded the scientific understanding of the
range of measurements of political consciousness, the factors and the relationship
between the attitudes of political consciousness with potential models of behavior
and collective actions.

The political trust of young people is associated with other indicators that are
traditionally considered in the study of political consciousness. Since, according to the
results of the analysis, the levels of political trust and interest in politics among youth
turned out to be unrelated, it can be argued that the rational component in the formation
of political trust among young people is rather weak.

The results of the study emphasize the importance of ensuring political trust
in society: they confirmed the relationship between the level of political trust and the
readiness of the Russian youth to take certain actions in order to protect their interests.
The revealed relationship may be important for predicting political behavior. The
collective actions of young people in modern Russia need constant reflection. Thus,
identifying the main sets of potential strategies that young people can take to protect
their interests seems promising.

One of the challenges of studying the political consciousness of Russians at the
current stage is the question of choosing adequate methodology and methods. The
results of the study allow us to conclude that expanding the use of traditional
statistical methods is promising for the study of political consciousness.
In particular, modeling new variables made it possible to focus the analysis on new
and important dimensions of the state of political consciousness. The trends in the
political consciousness of young people presented in this study require improvement
of the tools and further study.
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