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[Moctkononuanbuas Adpuka okazalach OJHUM W3 MHPOBBIX 0YaroB
KOH(JIMKTOT€HHOCTH, KOHTUHEHTOM BOEHHBIX CTOJKHOBEHHIl (4acTo mepepacta-
IOIUX B BOMHBI) M BHYTPEHHUX COIMAIBHBIX KOH(QIHKTOB — STHOMOJIUTHYECKUX,
MEXITHUYECKUX, PETUTHO3HBIX. KOH(IUKTHI CTaHOBSTCS MeIUaTU3UPOBAHHBIMH,
U MeJra BOBJICKAIOTCS B HUX Bce rmyOxke (Wasserman, 2019). M3menenus B me-
nuacucreMax aQpUKaHCKUX CTpaH IMociie OOpeTeHHs HEe3aBUCUMOCTH CTaHOBSITCS
Bce OoJiee 3HAYUTENHHBIMH, MEINA BIHSIOT HA JUCKYPC TOJUTHKU U JEMOKpATH-
yeckue mpouecchl. OJHAKO HACKOJBKO CYHIECTBEHHO WX BIHMSHHE Ha COLUYM?
WNHbIME crioBamu, MEPEXOAUT JIH Meduayus Ha 0oJiee CIOKHBIN YPOBEHb Medua-
muszayuu (Hepp, 2012) nunu meauiinoit tpancrpeccuu (Ilunmuna, 2022)? O3navgaet
JM JEKOJIOHU3AIMs TAKKe M JEBECTCPHU3AIMIO B MeauanccienoBaHusx? Doky-
CUPYIOTCS JIM UCCIIeI0BATENIM HA KOHKPETHBIX a)pOLIEHTPUUECKUX Mapagurmax?

Ha nawanpHbIx sTanax gomuuupoBanu CMMU, noIKOHTposbHBIE TOCyaap-
cTBY. Menua Adpuku oTpakaau KOJOHHUAJIbHbIE MHTEPECHI, 3aHUMASACh Pa3JIny-
HBIMH (pOpMaMH TIOJUTHYECKOH mpomnaranibl. [l0BOPOTHBIM MOMEHTOM B pa3BH-
tiu ctano noseieHue B 1990-e rr. yactHeix CMU: Havanics mepexon k Oosee
OTKPBITOW Meamacpesne (4TO COBMANO MO BPEMEHH C MAaCCOBBIMH JE€MOKpaTHYe-
CKHMH JBWKEHUsMH). XX] BEK MpUHEC JaTbHEHIINE U3MEHEHHS: C MOsSBICHUEM
WNHTepHeTa U colManbHBIX ceTell mHQOpMaIus Mmoixyduia cBOOOJHOE pacmpo-
CTpaHEHHue, HO MOSBUJINCH HOBBIE BBI30BBI, HAIIpUMeEp, ¢eiikoBbie HOBOCTH (Gupta
et al., 2023) u nesundopmanus (Humprecht et al., 2023), koTopbie CyIIECTBEHHO
BJIMSIIOT HE TOJIBKO Ha OOIIECTBEHHOE MHEHHE, HO U 3KoJoruto yenoseka (Ilerpo-
Ba, 2017; Bonkoga, JIazytosa, 2017).

Pa3zButre umdpoBbIXx Meaua YCKOPHUJIO Mpolecc «HUH(DOPMALMOHHOTO 3a-
rps3HeHus» B Mupe U Adpuke B ToM uncie (Apyxwunos, 2013; Mustapha et al.,
2022). OCHOBHBIMH KaHAJIAMH PACIPOCTPAHCHHS JIOKHOW HHGOPMAIIMU CTaJIH
1aT(opMBbl COIUANIBHBIX CeTel Oyarogapsi JErkocTh oOMeHa KOHTEHTOM, «HH-
(GhOpMaIIMOHHON BCESTHOCTHY» ayAUTOPUH, «IIOTPEOUTETHCKOM HEepa300pUYnBOCTH
B ycCJIOBUSIX ToTalbHOU MeauaTuzauun» (ConoBbeB, Mopesa, 2018) B coueranuu
¢ HeahhexkTHBHON HOpMaTHBHO-TIpaBoBoM 6a3oi (ITomsakog, 2023).

Pacnpoctpanenue (peHKOBBIX HOBOCTEH, KOTOPOE YCHIIMBACTCS OCOOEHHO
B TIEPHO]T BEIOOPOB, 00YCIOBICHO HU3KUM YPOBHEM MEIUMHOW W ITUGPOBOM Ipa-
MOTHOCTH. [10JOOHBII CIOXKHBI CUMOMO3 MOJIUTUYECKON BIIACTH U CBOOOIBI
U(POBBIX TEXHOJIOTUN CYIIECTBEHHO TOBIHUSI HA OOIIECTBO, OMPEIEITUI IBOJIIO-
[IAI0 Pa3BUTHS aQPUKAHCKOTO MEIUWHOTO JaHamadTa u cnernuduKy HalruoHab-
HBIX MEIUACUCTEM, YTO MPEACTABISAETCS Crienu(PUUECKUM MapagoKCOM MeTuaTH-
3auu B Adpuke.

Ucropuyeckue cBs3u Poccun ¢ appuKaHCKUMU CTpaHAMU B COBETCKHE Bpe-
MeHa BO3POJUIIUCH CErOJIHS B mpoiiecce GOPpMUPOBAHUS MHOTOMOISPHOIO MUPO-
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BOTO TOPSAKA, KOHIICTIIUU YCUJIeHHsI cTpaH rinodansHoro FOra (Sxosnes, 2021).
[IpaBuTenscTBa adpuKaHCKUX CTpaH, Takux Kak KOxHas Adpuka u Erumner, cra-
HoBsATCs Omke kK Mockse B ¢popmare BPUKC+. Poccuiickoe Biusinue B Adpuke
BOCIIPUHUMAETCS KaK JPY>KECTBEHHOE M KOHCTPYKTHBHOE, pOCCHIiCKO-adpHKaH-
CKO€ B3aUMOJICHCTBUE KPEITHET.

Hay4noe u MemuiiHOe cOOOIIECTBO aHAIM3UPYET appUKAHCKUE MPOOIEMbI
B KOHTEKCTEe Meaualluu M Meauaru3anuu. Kak cerogHss meama appuKaHCKUX
CTpaH OTpa)kaloT CHelu(UKY HOBOW peanbHOCTH, KPU3HUCHbIE U KOH(DIUKTHBIC
sieHus? KakoBo Bo3nelicTBHE MeAWa HA KPU3UCHl U KOH(MIUKTHI B TMOJUTHKE
u obmectBe B Adpuxe?

OTBeTUTH HA 3THU UCCIIEAOBATEIHCKHE BOIPOCHI MIPU3BAH CHEIHATBHBIA BbI-
MyCK, MOCBAIIEHHBIA MOCPEAHUYECTBY B pa3pelIeHUH MPOoOIEeMHBIX KOH(IMKTOB
U KpU3HCOB B apUKAHCKUX CTpaHaX. ABTOPHI U3 aPpPUKAHCKUX M €BPOMEHCKUX
rocyaapctB, Poccun n Kananel, mpencraBisioniye pa3inyHble HayYyHbIe HIKOJIBI,
CTpeMsTCS BHECTH CBOI BKJIaa B Meauaauckype o6 appuxkanckux CMU, ocoben-
HO B OTHOIIEHUU KOH(DIUKTOB U Kpu3ncoB. OHU UCHOIB3YIOT pa3HOOOpa3HbIE UC-
CJIeZIOBATENILCKUE METOAOJIOTUH Il KPUTHUECKOTO aHAJIN3a CYIIECTBYIOLINX TEO-
puii, BBOJIAT HOBBIM SMIUPUUYECKUI MaTepUall B HAYUYHYIO JUCKYCCHIO.

CraTbu OCHOBAaHBI Ha KJIACCUYECKHUX IMAapaJurMax HCCIEAOBAHUN, OIHAKO
IIPU 3TOM JEMOHCTPHUPYIOT appOLEHTPUUYHYIO NepedOKYyCUPOBKY aKaJIeMUUYECKO-
ro JIucKypca o0 aQpuKaHCKUX MeIua, YTO COOTBETCTBYET HapacTaloule TeHICH-
MU TIONCKa «BHYyTpHadpuKaHCKUX» ocHOB (Mutsvairo, 2018; Nyamnjoh, 2020)
B HOBOM PEAILHOCTH.

A(}pOLEeHTPUYHOCTh KaK HMHTEUIEKTyalbHAsi KOHLEMIMS [eNaeT LEeHTPOM
W3YYCHHSI UCTOPUUYECKUH ombIT appukanies. [Ipu 3Tom adpukanuzanus BHE pa-
MOK «3aIlaJJHOW MapaJurMbl» O3HA4YaeT He OTPUIAHHE 3alaHbIX KyJIbTyp, HO IO-
UCK apukaHcKoil uaeHtuaHoctu (Mano, Milton, 2021).

[TosiBneHne appuKaHOLEHTPUYHBIX KOHLEMIUN B UCCIETOBAHUIX BIOXHOB-
JeHO uAesiMU a(posIOTUM KaK appOLEHTPUUYECKOW KOHLEMIMHU HCCIeIOBaHUS
adpUKaHCKUX SBJICHUM M appUKOJIOTUU KaK UCCIIEJOBATEILCKOTO METOIa UX aHa-
nmu3a u oneHku (Asante, 1980; Uzong, 1969). OTu KOHIENIMH MHUPOKO HUCIOIb-
3YIOTCS YYEHBIMU HE TOJIBKO B 00JacTH MeAMa U KOMMYHUKATHBHBIX HCCIIEI0Ba-
HUW, HO U BO MHOTHUX JPYTHX OONACTAX, TAaKUX KaK HCTOPHS, COIMOJIOTHSI,
obpasoBanue u T.71. Hampumep, B MeauauncciaenoBaHusx Hadana 1960-x rr. yde-
HBIC COCPEJOTOYMIIN BHUMAHHE HA OCHOBaX appuKaHCKOU KYpHAIUCTUKHU, Oa3u-
pyIolencs Ha MeIMa’TUKe, U ATOT Tpoliecc eie He 3aBepiieH (Skjerdal, 2012).

[Nocnenusas xoHuenus — agpoKoIOTHst — SIBISETCS MEPBOM, POIUBIICHCS
HenocpenctBeHHO B Adpuke (Nabudere, 2006). Adpoxosorus mpeacTaBisier 1e-
JIOCTHOE BHJICHHE, KOTOPOE BBIXOAUT 32 PaMKU KPUTUKH MApTHHATHHOCTH MPEJIbI-
TyUx aQpuKaHCKUX MMOAXO0JI0B B UCCIIEAOBAHUSIX CPEICTB MAacCOBOI MH(OpMaIUn
u kommyHuKau (Mano, Milton, 2021). Peds umeT He TONBKO O 3HAHUSIX U UCCTIe-
JIOBaHMSIX, HO U 0 KOHCTpyHrpoBaHuu Meaua (Nyamnjoh, 2020). s adppokoigoruu
Ba)XHBI pa3IMYHbIC HICTOUHUKY 3HAHUHA U MEKIUCITUTUIMHAPHBINA JHAJIOT.

Hapneemcs, 4To uen aBTOPOB 3TOTO CHEIMAIBHOTO BBITYCKA BBI3OBYT IPO-
JIOJDKEHUE IMAIora U TUCKYCCUU IO TeME B KOHTEKCTE apOLEHTPUYHOCTH U ad-
POKOJIOTHH.
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Agppuxanckue npobnemut é 2100a1bH0O MeOUTIHON nosecmke OnA. B nep-
BOM pa3Jielie pacCMaTpUBAIOTCs MPOOIEMBI, ¢ KOTOPHIMHU CTAJIKUBAIOTCS a(pHKaH-
CKHE MeJlha U KYPHAIUCTHI B YCIOBUAX ICKAIAINU MOJUTUICCKUX KOH(MIMKTOB.
Adpo-kananckuit uccienoBarens Mcaak ba3be ucciaemyer ocoOEHHOCTH MOIUTH-
YECKOW KYPHAIMCTUKHU, ITOCBSIICHHOW KUTAMCKO-apUKAHCKAM OTHOIICHUSM B Me-
HSIOLIEMCS MUPOBOM HOPsiIKE. ABTOP YBEPEH, UTO MOJUTHUYECKAs KYPHATUCTUKA
UTpaeT pelIalollyo poyib B GOPMUPOBAHUN OOIIECTBEHHOTO MHEHHUS MO MOJUTH-
YECKUM BOIMPOCAM, OCOOCHHO B OTHOIICHUU CHOPHBIX T€M, TaKUX KaK KUTalCKO-
adpukanckue otHomeHus. [Ipodeccop baspe uccrneayer TeHIeHIUU MOIUTHYE-
CKOTO aHanu3a Ha (ppaHKOSA3BIYHOM MpocTpancTBe Adpuku, @panuuu u Kananesr,
BBICBEUMBAsI HIOAHCHI HE TOJBKO XYPHAIUCTUKH, HO U HAIIMOHAJIBHBIX U 3apy-
OCKHBIX UACOTOTHIA.

HccnenoBanue, npoBeieHHOE YYEHBIMU (aKyiapTeTa KypHaIUCTHKH MI'Y
uM. M.B. JlomoHocoBa Enenoit Bapranosoii, [lenucom Jlynacom, Aunoi ['nan-
koBoil, [lonunoit KupeeBoii n /lapbeit MantoueHKo, IOCBSIEHO MEAUMHBIM pe-
npe3eHTalusiM KOH(IUKTOB B adpUKAHCKUX TOCyIJapcTBax. ABTOpPbHI, H3y4YUB
nyOJauKanuu B BEAYUIMX POCCHUHCKHUX €XKETHEBHBIX MEPUOAMYECKHX H3TAHUSIX
(«Komcomomnnckas mpaBaay, «M3sectusi» n «KommepcanTsy) B 2023 1., BEIIBUIN
TEHJCHIIMIO N300pakaTb KOHTUHEHT 4epe3 npusMy Poccuu, moauepkuBasi MmoJu-
TUYECKHUE CABUTY Ha INI00ATIbHOM apeHe U MO3ULHUOHUPYS A(PpPUKY KaK BIUSATEINb-
HOTO cTopoHHHKA Poccun. HecMoTpst Ha KOH(IMKTHI B PETUOHE, POCCHICKHE Me-
Jia CKJIOHHBI TTOKA3bIBaTh AQPUKY MTO3UTUBHO, AK€ €CIIM KOHTEKCT HETaTUBEH.

Meouayua éHympuappukanckux Kpuzucoe: onvlmvl HO60U peguekcuu.
JHuana Croiika u3 Llentpa adpukanckux uccrnempoBanuii Ubuntu B PymbiHuu ne-
peocMbICIINIA TPAJULMOHHBIE NPEACTABICHUS O XYPHAJIUCTUKE U CUJIE MENHua.
ABTOp Ha mpuMepe Manu npenjaraet YuTaTeao Mopa3MbIIUISITh O B3aUMO3aBU-
CHUMOCTH PEaJbHOCTH, €€ OTPaKEHUS XKYpPHATUCTAMU M MEIMA M UX CHOCOOHOCTH
WA HeCIOCOOHOCTH «KOMMYHHIIMPOBATH Kpu3uc». Jlnana CToiika, KpUTHYECKHU Tie-
peocMbIcuBas PYHKIMH KYpHAIUCTA U MEIMA B KPU3UCHBIN NIEPUO, TIpeiaraet
Ha4yaTh UCTOPUIO MEIMATU3ALMN KPU3UCOB C YUCTOTO JIUCTA.

UccnenoBarens 3 Bricmieid mkoibl 5koHOMUKH B MockBe Mycrada Aneii-
TaH UCCJEAYyeT NOBECTKY JHS M 3aroJIOBKM B Fa3e€THBIX PEMOPTAXKAX O CAHKLUSAX,
BBEJICHHBIX MpoTHB 3uM0OabBe, Mamu u Pecy6nuku Hurep. Vcnonb3yst Teopun
¢dpeiiMUHra U OBECTKH JIHSA, aBTOP MpoaHann3upoBai 204 3aroioBka, CBI3aHHBIX
C CaHKIMSIMH, B MIATH CPEICTBAX MAaCcCOBOW MH(POPMAIINH B KaXI0H CTPaHE U BbI-
SBWJI cleaytomiee: B 3uMOabBe, Manun u Hurepe mpeoOmamaer MCHoiab30BaHUE
ofrmiero gpeim-noaxosa, mpu 3ToM (GpeiMbl OTBETCTBEHHOCTH U KOH(DIMKTA TO-
CTOSIHHO IOMUHHUPYIOT.

ABtops! u3 bypkuna-®aco Pemxuc bannma n Kazumup CaBagoro paccmar-
pHUBAIOT PacIpOCTPaHEHHE PE3yJbTaTOB OMPOCOB BO BpeMs M30UpaATENbHBIX ITHK-
noB. Ha mpumepe omnpocoB oOmiecTBeHHOro MHeHHUs1 HCTUTYyTa MccaeaoBaHUi
U orpocoB (1o 3aka3y raszerbl «beHape») B mpeaBepun Mpe3sUACHTCKUX U 3aKO-
HOJATENbHBIX BBIOOPOB B HOs10pe 2015 r. B Bypkuna-daco aBTOpHI BBISBISIOT
MPUYUHBIL, 10 KOTOPHIM OMPOCHI MOABEPTIINCH CEPhE3HON KPUTUKE U3-3a MPOOIIeM
¢ nosepuem. Kak nmokasano uccieqoBaHue, ONpoCchl OKa3ajld OrPAHUYEHHOE BIIHS-
HUE Ha n3bupareneil, 4To 0OBICHSIETCS WX CIA0BIM OCBEIICHUEM B MEIMA U HETa-
THUBHBIM BOCIIPUATHUEM B 1IEJIOM UX POJIM B MOJTUTUUECKOM KU3HU.
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Meouaghpeiimuposanue penucuo3Hpix u IMHUYECKUX KOHPAIUKmMoe. BivsHue
ne3nH(opMaluy U HeAOCTOBEPHBIX HOBOCTEH Ha 3THOPEIUTHO3HbIE KOH(DIUKTHI B
I'ane u Hurepuu BBIABISIOT yYeHbIE BEIyIINX YHUBEPCUTETOB 3anagHoil AQpuku
u Poccun Pacak Anuca, Camyanp Cerbedus, Canuk Moxammen u 'anmuna Tpo-
¢umoBa. ['myOWHHbBIE WHTEPBBIO MOMOTAIOT PACKPHITH MEXAHU3MBI, C MTOMOIIBIO
KOTOPBIX JIOKHAs nHpopMaLus GOpMUPYET UCKAKEHHOE BOCIPUATUE U YIITyOJIs-
eT pasHorjacus B ABYX adpukaHckux crpaHax. Ciemyer oco00 OTMETUTH TIa-
TEJIbHYIO MPOPa0OTKY METOI0JIOTUHU 3TOTO UCCIICAOBAHMUSL.

B cratpe «llpakTuka MuUpHON XypHAIUCTUKH B Hurepuu: g3bIk BOWHBI U
pEUruo3HbIe KOH(DIMKTHD) MPEICTABICHBI PE3YNIbTaThl KOHTEHT-aHaIM3a U PpeiiM-
a"anm3a TekctoB 306 BeimyckoB raser Daily Trust u The Punch. Beissieno 6ombioe
KOJIMYECTBO CIIy4aeB MCIOJb30BAaHUS TaK HA3bIBAEMBIX BOCHHBIX JEKCHYECKHX
UH/IMKAaTOPOB IPU OCBEIEHUH OOTrOXyJbCTBA; MPH ATOM HauboJiee pacripocTpa-
HEHHOM OKazajlach JEMOHHU3HUpOBaHHas Jekcuka. Abybakap bykap u ero coaBto-
pol u3 Adpuxku u Poccun (Auma Owmonoco, bammp bana, benna Bynraposa)
IpeUlaraloT JKypHalucTaM, KOTOpbIE OCBELIAIOT ATHOPEJIUTHO3HBIE KPHU3HCHI,
00y4aThes IPUHIMIIAM MHPHOM XKypHATUCTHKHN 110 Moxany [anTyHry.

B TpaauimonHoM paszene CrenuanbHOro BhITyCKa MMyOIUKYETCs HHTEPBBIO
¢ MeanadKcnepToM U penaktopom 3enede Kundy. PackpriBas aeranu, mosie3Hbie
JUI. IOHUMaHHSI CyTH KPHU3HCHBIX M KOH(IMKTHBIX CUTyalld, OH aHAIU3HPYET
MEAUMHYIO0 MPEe3eHTAlNI0 KOHDIUKTOB B A(puKe, pacCykKJaeT 0 COBPEMEHHbIX
MeAracucTeMax U 0COOEHHOCTSAX MEIUalu B aQpUKAHCKUX CTPaHAaX.

[Iponeccsl Mmenuanuu B cTpaHax AQpUKU TEMOHCTPUPYIOT IITyOOKHe U3Me-
HEHUS HEe TOJILKO B IPOU3BOJCTBE M MOTPEOJIEHHMH HOBOCTEW, HO U B CaMHX
MenuacucreMax. Eciu nmpoBoauTh aHAOTHHM B paMKax TEOPHU CHCTEM, TO adpu-
KaHCKHI Menuananama@T JeMOHCTPUPYET MEepexo] OT MpOoCThIX (opm sMmep-
JOKEHTHBIX CTPYKTYp, KOTOpble 00€CHeunBalOT MEIUIHBIC CBS3M BHYTPH 0O0IIe-
CTBa, K 0o0Jiee CIIOKHBIM: dMEPIKEHTHAs CTPYKTypa MEIUACHCTEMBbl MOKAa3bIBAET
MIOCJIEIOBATEIBHOE U MPOJOJIKATEIBHOE B3aUMOJICUCTBUE YYaCTHUKOB, BEAyIlEe
K CYIIECTBEHHBIM M3MEHEHMSIM. [IpociexuBaroTcst IpeAnOChbUIKN pa3BUTHA U 00-
Jiee CJIOKHBIX CTPYKTYpP, B KOTOPBIX (IO aHAJIOTHUHU C YEJIOBEKOM) €CTh CBOW reHe-
TUYECKUH KO, CBost ocoOast yHukanbHas JIHK, uto onpexnenser BHyTpeHHEee BOC-
MPOMU3BOCTBO (OPMATOB B3aUMOACHCTBHUSA U UX ()OPM B IIEJIOM.

[IpencraBneHHble B CHELUAIBHOM BBIITYCKE HCCIEIOBAHUS JOKAa3bIBAOT,
YTO MEAUNUHBIE CUCTEMbI aPUKAHCKUX CTPaH IBOJIOLUOHUPYIOT, YCIOKHIIOTCS
M BCE aKTHBHEE BIMSIOT Ha 00IIECTBO — Meduayus odperaet 3phexTsl meduamu-
3ayuu. Pemenre 0003HaYeHHBIX MPOOIEeM, KaK OTMEYAIOT aBTOPHI, TPEOYeT Mex-
JUCLAIUIMHAPHBIX UCCIEAOBAaHNM, Pa3BUTUSI MEAUArPAMOTHOCTH, CO3/1aHHsI HAJIE)KHBIX
MEXaHU3MOB MPOBEpKH (akToB. HE0OX0IUMO YKPEIIATh KYpPHATUCTCKUE 3THYE-
CKHE IEHHOCTH M (pOpMHpOBaTh COATTAHCHPOBAHHYIO HOPMATHBHO-TIPABOBYIO 0asy,
AaKTUBU3MPOBATh COTPYIHUYECTBO MeHa, 00pa30BaTEIbHBIX YUPEKICHHH, yde-
HBIX U TpaxJIaHCKoro obOmecTBa. CrenuaibHBIN BBITYCK XKypHajla BHOCHT CBOM
BKJIaJ] B 3TU CJIOKHBIE U KpailHE 3HaYMMBbI€ TTpoIecChl. POcCUiCKUT YHUBEPCUTET
npy>x0b1 HaponoB umMenu [latpuca JIlymymObI — Beayuid, pU3HAHHBIA MUPOBBIM
coo0m1iecTBOM, 00pa30BaTENbHO-UCCIEI0BATEIbCKUI EHTP MOATOTOBKH CIEIHa-
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NMCTOB s AQpPUKH, aKTUBHO Pa3BUBAET COBMECTHBIE HAYYHBIE TIPOEKTHI!, OIHPAsCh,
B TOM 4MCJIe, HA MeUiiHBIE pecypchbl. Pefakuys roToBUT K MyOIMKaLuu pe3yiib-
TaThl HOBBIX MCCIIEIOBAaHUH 1O MpobdieMaM MeanaTu3aluu riaodamsHoro FOra.

Postcolonial Africa has turned out to be one of the world's hotbeds of con-
flictogenicity, acontinent of military clashes (often escalating into wars) and in-
ternal social conflicts — ethno-political, inter-ethnic, religious. Conflicts are be-
coming mediatised and the media are becoming more deeply involved
(Wasserman, 2019). Changes in the media systems of African countries after in-
dependence are becoming more and more significant, with the media influencing
the discourse of politics and democratic processes. However, how significant is
their impact on society? In other words, is mediation moving to a more sophisti-
cated level of mediatisation (Hepp, 2012) or media transgression (Shilina, 2022)?
Does de-colonization also mean de-westernization in media studies? Do the re-
searchers focus on specific Afrocentric paradigms?

Initially reflecting colonial interests, state-controlled media dominated the
landscape, serving political propaganda in various forms. However, the 1990s
marked a turning point with the emergence of private outlets and a shift towards a
more open media environment, coinciding with broader democratization move-
ments. The 21st century brought further changes with the advent of the internet
and social media, democratizing information dissemination but also posing chal-
lenges such as fake news (Gupta et al., 2023), misinformation and disinformation
(Humprecht et al., 2023), which significantly affect not only public opinion but
also human ecology (Petrova, 2017; Volkova, Lazutova, 2017).

The development of digital media has accelerated the process of “infor-
mation pollution” in the world and Africa as well (Druzhilov, 2013; Mustapha et
al., 2022). Social networking platforms have become the main channels for the
dissemination of false information, due to the ease of sharing content, the “infor-
mation omnivore” of the audience, “consumer promiscuity in conditions of total
mediatization” (Soloviev, Moreva, 2018) combined with an ineffective regulatory
framework (Polyakov, 2023).

Compounded by low levels of media literacy and digital literacy, the dis-
semination of fake news intensifies, particularly during election periods. Signifi-
cantly impacting societies, this complex interplay between political power, media
freedom, and technological advancement has shaped the evolution of the African
media landscape, media systems — which seem to be a specific paradox of media-
tization in Africa.

Russia's historical ties with many African countries, especially during Soviet
times, have seen a resurgence in recent years with efforts to build a multipolar world
order, the concept of strengthening the countries of the global South (Yakovlev,

' PYJIH u Adpuxka: snoxa ornomenuit. URL: https:/rudn-africa.rudn.ru/ (mara oGpamie-
Hus: 18.02.2024).
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2021). Some African governments, including South Africa and Egypt, are aligning
closer with Moscow within the BRICS+ format. Russian influence in Africa is
perceived as friendly and constructive, and Russian-African interaction is growing
stronger. Various types of problems and conflicts are reflected by Russian media
and researchers.

Academia and media continue to analyse problems in Africa amidst these
challenges of mediation and mediatization. How do the media of African coun-
tries reflect the specifics of the New Reality, crisis and conflict phenomena? What
is the “quality” of media impact on crises and conflicts in politics and society in
Africa today?

To answer these research questions this special issue focuses on mediation
of problems conflicts and crisis in African nations. Our contributors from African
and European countries, Russia and Canada, from different scientific schools aim
to contribute to the media discourse on African media, particularly regarding con-
flicts and crisis. This special issue explores various aspects of this theme, utilizing
diverse research methodologies to critically examine existing theories and frame-
works. The authors introduce new empirical material into the scientific discussion.

The researches of this special issue are grounded on well-known classical
paradigms, but also demonstrate redirection of the academic discourse on African
media to africacentric frameworks which corresponds to a growing repositioning
of African media studies aiming to find the “domestic” fundumentals of the re-
search in the new reality (Mutsvairo, 2018; Nyamnjoh, 2020).

Afrocentricity as an intellectual concept privileges the centricity of Africans
within the context of their own historical experiences. Africanisation “outside
the Western paradigm” does not mean excluding Western cultures, but finding
the African identity (Mano, Milton, 2021).

The rise of Africa-centered concepts in research was inspired by the ideas of
Afrology as the Afrocentric study of African phenomena, and Africology as a re-
search method of its analysis and evaluation (Asante, 1980; Uzong, 1969). These
concepts are widely used among academics not only in media and communication
studies, but in many other fields, such as history, sociology, education, etc. F.e.,
in media studies, since the early 1960s scholars have concentrated on fundamen-
tals of African journalism based on media ethics, and this process is not finished
yet (Skjerdal, 2012).

The latest concept of Afrokology is the first from Africa (Nabudere, 2006)
and presents the holistic vision that goes beyond critiques of the marginality of
previous African approaches in media and communication studies (Mano, Milton,
2021). It is not only about knowing and researching, but doing media (Nyamnjoh,
2020). Afrokology recognises different sources of knowledge and needs dialogue
between and among them.

We do hope that the ideas of the contributors of this special issue will pro-
voke further Africa-centered, Afrokological dialogue and discussion on the topic.

African problems in global media agenda. The opening section of this spe-
cial issue addresses the new challenges facing African media and journalists in
escalating political conflicts. African and Canadian researcher Isaac Bazie
examines the characteristics of political journalism on China-Africa relations in
a changing global order. The author declared that political journalism plays a vital
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role in shaping public opinion on political issues and actors, particularly concerning
contentious topics such as China-Africa relations. Professor Bazie explores trends
in political analysis in the Francophone space in Africa, France, and Canada,
shedding light not only on journalism but on the intersection of national and foreign
political ideologies.

Research conducted by Elena Vartanova, Denis Dunas, Anna Gladkova, Po-
lina Kireeva, and Daria Maluchenko, from the Faculty of Journalism at Lomono-
sov University, scrutinizes publications in leading Russian daily periodicals such
as “Komsomolskaya Pravda”, “Izvestia”, and “Kommersant” newspapers in 2023.
Their study focuses on media representations of conflicts in African states. It high-
lights the tendency of Russian newspapers to portray Africa through a Russia-
centric lens, emphasizing political shifts in the global arena and positioning Africa
as a significant supporter of Russia. Despite conflicts in the region, Russian media
tends to depict Africa positively, even amidst negative contexts.

Mediation of intra-Afiican crises: new reflection. Diana Stoica from Ubuntu
Centre for African Studies in Romania, in her paper re-thought the images of jour-
nalism and the power of media and their provoking roles in crisis in Mali. The author
invites the reader to more reflection on the interdependencies between the reality,
the journalistic reality, and the journalist’s power or non-power to coin the two,
to create and recreate new crises from the old ones. This management of crisis
through deflection should be considered a new page turned in the history of crises.

Mustafa Adeitan (Higher School of Economics, Moscow) delves into the fram-
ing and agenda setting induced by newspapers' reportage on sanctions imposed on
African countries. Specifically, his research focuses on Zimbabwe, Mali, and Niger
Republic, examining how the media in these countries frames political and eco-
nomic sanctions. By employing the Framing and Agenda Setting theories, Adeitan
analyzed 204 sanction-related headlines from five media outlets in each country.
The findings indicate a prevalent use of a generic framing approach across all three
countries, with the responsibility and conflict frames consistently dominating.

The article entitled “The Impact of Opinion Polls on the Burkinabe Popula-
tion during Election Periods”, authored by R.D. Balima and C.P. Sawadogo, pro-
vides a comprehensive analysis of the dissemination of opinion polls during elec-
toral cycles. The study examines polls commissioned by the newspaper Bendre
and conducted by the Institute of Research and Polling ahead of the November
29th, 2015 presidential and legislative elections in Burkina Faso, which faced sig-
nificant public scrutiny and criticism for their perceived lack of credibility.
The findings suggest that opinion polls had a limited influence on voters, attribut-
ed to low exposure and negative perceptions of their role in shaping political life.

Mediaframes of religious and ethnic conflicts. The article, authored by
Rasaq Adisa, Samuel Segbefia, Sadiq Mohammed and Galina Trofimova, delves
into the impact of misinformation and disinformation on ethno-religious conflicts
in Ghana and Nigeria. The study aims to understand how misinformation and
disinformation contribute to the escalation of ethno-religious conflicts, employing
qualitative methods such as in-depth interviews to uncover the mechanisms
through which false information shapes perceptions and deepens divisions.
We especially note the methodology of this study.
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Bukar's and co-authors study, “Peace Journalism Practice in Nigeria: War
Language and Blasphemy Conflicts”, through quantitative content analysis and
framing theory, examines the language used in 306 editions of Daily Trust and
The Punch newspapers. The researchers found a significant use of war-related
lexical indicators in the reporting of blasphemy incidents, with demonizing lan-
guage being the most prevalent. The authors suggest that journalists covering
ethno-religious crises should learn the principles of peace journalism as advocated
by Johan Galtung.

The traditional section of the special issue features an interview with media
expert and editor Zenebe Kinfu. Revealing details useful for understanding crisis
and conflict situations, he analyses the media presentation of conflicts in Africa,
discusses modern media systems and the peculiarities of mediation in African
countries.

Mediation processes in Africa demonstrate profound changes not only in the
production and consumption of news, but also in the media systems themselves.
To draw analogies within the framework of systems theory, the African media
landscape demonstrates the transition from simple forms of emergent structures
that provide media connections within society to more complex ones: the emer-
gent structure of the media system shows the consistent and continuous interac-
tion of actors leading to significant changes. The preconditions for the develop-
ment of more complex structures are traced, which (by analogy with humans)
have their own genetic code, their own special unique DNA, which determines the
internal reproduction of interaction formats and their forms as a whole. The re-
search presented in this special issue proves that media systems in African coun-
tries are evolving, becoming more complex and increasingly influencing society —
mediation is acquiring the effects of mediatisation. According to the authors, solv-
ing these problems requires interdisciplinary research, the development of media
literacy, and the creation of reliable fact-checking mechanisms. It is necessary to
strengthen journalistic ethical values and form a balanced legal framework, to in-
tensify co-operation between media, educational institutions, scientists and civil
society. This special issue of the journal contributes to these complex and highly
significant processes.

RUDN University — Peoples' Friendship University of Russia named after
Patrice Lumumba, a leading internationally recognised educational and research
centre for training specialists for Africa, is actively developing joint research pro-
jects?, that draw, among other things, on media resources. The Editorial Board is
preparing for publication the results of new research on the mediatisation of
the Global South.
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