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Abstract. The article presents the results of a media geographic research of the European mental space. The
theoretical and methodological tools of media geography as a new direction in humanitarian research are adapted
by the author to study the mental landscapes of different countries that are transforming in the context of digital
reality and the mediatization of all spheres of public life. This study focuses on analyzing Europeans’ interests in the
field of international relations. The empirical basis of the study is the statistics of Internet users’ requests in European
countries on topics substantively related to international politics. The research methodology involved implementing
different methods (rank analysis, factor analysis, cluster analysis) in a space-time coordinate system. Rank analysis
revealed which topics of international politics Europeans are most interested in, and how they feel about them.
Based on the study results, several factors were identified that characterize the Internet users’ behavior of different
European countries in relation to events and processes in the international field. Cluster analysis illustrated the
similarities and differences in Europeans’ reactions to potential international conflicts. The study’s findings enabled
us to draw several conclusions that classify European countries according to their priorities when reacting to current
international crises: the first group includes Sweden, France, Great Britain, Belgium and Spain, whose Internet
audiences are focused on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict; the second group consists of Serbia, Finland, the Czech
Republic and Hungary, with a focus on political processes involving Russia. Interpretation of the obtained results
makes it possible to form ideas about conflict zones in the European mental landscape in the context of international
relations, which can become the basis for predicting the social behavior of the population of European countries and
the nature of Europeans’ response to international politics.
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KoH}IMKTOreHHbIN NOTEeHUAJI MEeKAYHAPOAHOW NOJIMTHKU:
MeauareorpadpudecKu aHaau3
€BpPOINeNCKOro MeEHTaJIbHOr0 NPOCTPaHCTBa

T.C. SIxoBa

MockoBcKHUI TOCyqapCTBEHHbIN yHUBepcuTeT nMeHu M. B. JlomonocoBa, Mocksa, Poccuiickas @enepanus
B4 t-yakova@mail.ru

AHHoTanus. [IpencraBieHbl pe3ynbTaTl Meauareorpa(uueckoro NCCIeIOBaHNs eBPOIEHCKOr0 MEHTAJIBHOTO
IPOCTPAHCTBA. TEOPETHKO-METOANYECKUN HMHCTPYMEHTapHil Meauareorpaduu Kak HOBOTO HANpPaBICHHUS B TyMa-
HUTApHBIX MCCIENOBAaHMUAX aJallTHPOBAH aBTOPOM JJIS M3YUYEHHs] MEHTAJIbHBIX JIAHIIA(TOB Pa3HbIX CTPaH, TPAHC-
(OpMUPYIOIUXCS B YCIOBUSAX HU(POBOH PeanbHOCTH U MEAMATH3ALIMHU BeeX cep oOImecTBeHHOI ) u3Hu. B doxyce
HCCIIIOBAHUS — aHAJIN3 MHTEPECOB €BPONEHIIeB K 00IacTH MEKIYHApPOTHBIX OTHONICHHH. DMIHPHUYECKYIO0 0a3y
UCCJIENIOBAHUS COCTABUIIA CTATHCTHKA 3aIIPOCOB MHTEPHET-NOJIB30BATEICH E€BPONEHCKUX CTPaH IO TeMaM, COIEp-
JKaTENIbHO CBSI3aHHBIM C MEXIYHAapOJHOM MOIMTUKONW. METONO0NOrusl UCCIEN0BaHUSl CTPOUIACh HA OCHOBE UMILIE-
MEHTAILH Pa3HBIX METOAOB (PAaHTOBOIO aHAIM3a, (PAKTOPHOTO aHAIN3a, KJIaCTEPHOTO aHajKh3a) B IPOCTPAHCTBEHHO-
BPEMEHHYI0 CUCTEMY KOOpAMHAT. PaHroBbIM aHAIN3 MOKa3aj, KAKHE TeMbl MEXAYHAPOAHOU MOIUTHKU U B KaKOU
TOHAJIBHOCTH MHTEPECYIOT eBporeines Oonbine Bcero. MakTOPHBIN aHANN3 1l BO3MOKHOCTh COCTABUTH MPEACTAB-
JeHUs 00 UHTEPHET-NIOBEJCHUH PE3UIEHTOB €BPOIECUCKHIX CTPaH, ONPEAEIUTh HECKOJIIBKO KOMIIOHEHTOB, XapaKTepH-
3YIOIIUX CXOACTBA U Pa3IHUUs B PEAKIIMSIX HHTEPHET-TI0JIb30BATENCH, U BBIJCIUTH I'PYIIIEI CTPAH MO COMMKAIONTIM
WIN Pa3beUHSAIONNM UX XapakTepuctukam. [lo utoram aHanmm3a BBISABICHBI (DAKTOPHI, HILTIOCTPUPYIOIINE TTOBEE-
HHUE MHTEPHET-TI0JIb30BATENICH PA3HBIX €BPOMEHCKUX TOCYAApCTB B OTHOLICHUH COOBITHH M MPOLIECCOB B MEXIyHa-
ponHoM none. KnacTepHslil aHanu3 NpoOMIIIIOCTPUPOBA CXOACTBA M PA3IMYUs PEaKLUil eBponeiles Ha NOTEHIU-
aJbHBIC MEKTyHAPOIHBIC KOH(DIUKTHI. Pe3ynbTaTh! HCCIeJOBaHUS TIO3BOIMIIN C(OPMYIHPOBATH HECKOIBKO BBIBOJIOB,
TO3BOJIAIOIINX KIIACCH(HUIIMPOBATh €BPONEICKHE CTPaHbI 110 MPHOPHTETAM PearupoBaHMS Ha aKTyaJbHBIE MEXIY-
HapOJHbIe KOH(MIMKTHI U KPU3UCHI: IepBasi Tpymmna BkiarouaeT llIBeruio, dpanmuro, Benukodpuranuio, benbruio
U Vcmannio, MHTEpeCkl MHTEPHET-ayANTOPUI KOTOPHIX OPHEHTHPOBAHBI HA ITaJeCTHHO-H3PAMIBCKUHA KOH(IHKT;
BTOpYIO Tpynmy coctaBuiau Cepbus, Ounnsaaus, Uexus u Berrpus ¢ ¢pokycoM Ha MOTUTUYECKUE TIPOLECCH C YUa-
crueM Poccun. HTeprpeTamyst omy4YeHHBIX pe3yIbTaToB 1aeT BO3MOXKHOCTH COPMHUPOBATH MPEICTABICHUS O KOH-
(IIMKTOTrEHHBIX 30HaX HA EBPONEHCKOM MEHTAJIBHOM JIAHAMIA(TE U BEKTOPAX €ro TpaHc(hOpMauy B KOHTEKCTE MEK-
JyHapOJHBIX OTHOLICHUI, YTO MOMKET CTaTb OCHOBOM JJIsi IPOTHO3UPOBAHUS COLMAIBHOIO MOBEJCHUS HACENIEHMUSI
€BPOIEHCKUX CTPAH U XapaKTepa pearnpoBaHus €BPOIEHIEB Ha MEXK Iy HAPOAHYIO [IOJIUTHKY.

KiroueBble ci10Ba: MeX1yHapOIHBIC OTHOLICHNUS, MEHTAIBHBIN JIAHAIA(T, eBPONEHCKUE CTPaHBbI, MEXKIyHa-
poaHbIe KOH(IUKTHL, PAHTOBBIN aHAIN3, (PAKTOPHBIHN aHANN3, KIACTCPHBIN aHATN3

3asiBjieHHE 0 KOH(IUKTe HHTepecoB. ABTOP 3asBIISET 00 OTCYTCTBUH KOH()IMKTA HHTEPECOB.

Juas nmtupoBanus: Sxosa T. C. KoHQIUKTOreHHBINA MOTEHITHAT MEXKTYHAPOIHON MOJUTHKHU: MeIHareorpagu-
YECKHH aHaTH3 eBPOINEHCKOro MEHTAIBHOIO MPOCTpaHCTRA / BecTHUK Poccuiickoro yHuBepcuTeTa ApyKOBI Ha-
ponos. Cepusi: Mexaynaponusie otHomeHus. 2026. T. 26, Ne 1. C. 165-175. https://doi.org/10.22363/2313-0660-
2026-26-1-165-175; EDN: SPDKCE

international  organizations. International

Introduction of
The modern period of human history
is  characterized by greater turbulence
in international relations. National leaders

are increasingly voicing demands for the
life, the
formation of a new world order, and the renewal

democratization of international
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conflicts and crises of recent years indicate
an accelerating disintegration of a unified political,
economic, and information space. In a 2023
report, analysts at the International Institute for
Strategic Studies (IISS) noted that political leaders
have once again returned to the misconceptions
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of a century ago, when statesmen viewed armed
conflict as “a useful policy tool” Russian
experts also observe that armed conflict is once
again becoming an acceptable tool for resolving
international disputes, a method of “problem
resolution previously resorted to primarily
by individual Third World countries...” (Asmolov
& Babaev, 2024, p. 165). In the academic discourse,
proposals are being made to revise international
agreements and discuss a world treaty based “on
mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity
and sovereignty, a mutual commitment to non-
aggression and non-interference in internal
affairs, tolerance, equality, and mutually beneficial
cooperation” (Freeman, 2024).

The global media disseminate information
about the likelihood of global conflicts that
threaten the very existence of humanity. Internet
user queries indicate growing interest in topics

99 ¢

such as “third world war,” “conflicts,” “disasters,”
“crises,” and “nuclear apocalypse.” In this context,
the task of studying the mental landscapes
of countries around the world, shaping them
in the context of digital reality, the transformation
of international relations, and the mediatization
of all spheres of public life, is becoming
increasingly important.

The international policy of any country
(especially ones)
in a certain sense, a drift within the coordinates

European represents,

of a multidimensional space of political practice
the
determination of the trajectory of an international

and time. Policy implementation and
actor in the global political arena can be linked
to the use of conflict-generating and conflict-
sustaining potentials, as well as peacekeeping,
diplomacy, and conflict prevention resources. The
specifics of these goals are determined by the

state’s national interests or external constraints

of one kind or another, including allied obligations,
coalition interests, the dictates of force, ideological
doctrines, religious dogmas, and so on.

The
international policy, when viewed as a holistic

dynamic structure of a state’s
system, can hardly be accurately outlined even
in its basic contours, due to its complexity.
However, today it is possible to objectively
identify the attractors, centers of gravity, and foci
of such a policy. In the context of the mediatization
of the public

of a state’s policy can be digitized. As an example,

sphere, individual fragments
a country as an object and subject of the economy
is statistically described multidimensionally and
in detail—from the volume of gross domestic
product (GDP) to the number of hospital beds
per capita, and so on. In recent years, Russian
and foreign scholars have focused on applied
quantitative analysis, using methods to digitize
certain parameters of international relations and
constructing mathematical models to identify
patterns in international processes (Abaev, 2011;
Akayev, 2009; Degterev, 2011; 2017). Quantitative
methods and computer modelling have
become part of modern international studies
(Degterev, 2015; Okunev & Zakharova, 2023;
Caballero, Lunday & Deckro, 2020; Mearsheimer
& Walt, 2013). The development of models for
the quantitative assessment of international
relations by integrating various methods (for
example, the interpretative structural modelling
method, the
expectation the

method of constructing complex networks,

the Bayesian network model,
maximization  algorithm,
spatial analysis, etc.), as well as a combination
of qualitative and quantitative methods of data
analysis, are the subject of the work of Russian
and foreign research teams (Ma et al., 2025;
Okuneyv et al., 2020).

' Mingazov S. Analysts Announced a Record Number of Regional Conflicts in the World in 30 Years // Forbes.
December 11, 2023. (In Russian). URL: https:/www.forbes.ru/society/502216-analitiki-iiss-zaavili-o-rekordnom-za-30-
let-cisle-regional-nyh-konfliktov-v-mire?ysclid=1zi8hj16md224154255 (accessed: 21.09.2024).
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International Politics
in Focus of Media Geography

In the era of Internet development and
digitalization of society (including the emergence
of digital social science (Nikolaichuk, Yanglyaeva
& Yakova, 2023)), it is possible to digitalize
a virtually infinite number of social characteristics,
including indicators of individual interest
in various aspects of international politics at any
time (in real time) and in any geographic location.
The use of such opportunities underlies the methods
and techniques of media geography (Couldry
& McCarthy, 2004; Salovaara-Moring, 2004;
Falkheimer & Jansson, 2006; Couldry &
Hepp, 2017, Yakova & Yanglyaeva, 2019;
Yanglyaeva, 2023), a new field within the Russian
humanities that studies the mediatized public
sphere in a spatiotemporal coordinate system.

A study of the European mental space was
conducted using a media-geographical approach
to identify the state of conflict in international
relations. Big data from the Google search engine
served as the empirical basis for the analysis.

This study examines the conflict-generating
potential of European states’ international politics
as a complex, multidimensional object whose
characteristics can be described by the level
of interest and demand for information about
a particular aspect of political practice among
Internet users located in a given country. A ranking
analysis of Google statistics allowed us to determine
the popularity of Internet queries for various
items (related to current international political
topics), which, in media-geographic terms, provide
insight into the corresponding morphosculptures
on the mental landscape’ of European countries

(Nikolaichuk, Yanglyaeva & Yakova, 2018,
pp. 143—144). It should be noted that, in this study,
the composition of Internet users whose queries
were included in the sample for analysis correlates,
to a certain extent, with the circle of individuals
playing a particular role as actors in the political
process (the segment of the Internet audience
interested in international politics).

The
sequentially applying several methods united

study was conducted in stages,
by a media-geographical focus (emphasizing the
dynamics of the spatio-temporal characteristics
of the object of study): rank analysis, factor
analysis, and cluster analysis. In the first stage
of query statistics analysis, 18 categories were
selected from several dozen search results related
to various aspects of the international politics
of European states, presented in normalized
form as topics (words and phrases in different
languages that stand for the same concept). The
Google search engine labels the most popular
queries as “topics.” Eighteen categories (out of 90
analyzed words and phrases substantively related
to international politics and marked as “popular”
and “super popular” in Google Trends) topped
the ranking list of relative popularity of Internet
user queries in the European countries studied,
following a ranking analysis, and were selected for
factor analysis. The category names correspond
to the wording of European Internet user queries:

1. International Organizations

1.1. European Union (EU)

1.2. North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO)

1.3. United Nations (UN)

2. Key Countries

2 In media geography, a mental landscape is a way of thinking and the attitude toward socially significant phenomena
and processes of residents of a particular locality or territory. It is the result of the transformation of a person’s spiritual
and material worlds, social ideologies, and state symbols. The mental landscape acts as a semantic center in the formation
of a hierarchy of identity (national, regional, local) and shapes territorial identity. Semantic morphosculptures are specific
morphosculptures of the mental terrain that correlate with various local variations in the state and dynamics of public
consciousness. See: (Nikolaichuk, Yanglyaeva & Yakova, 2018, pp. 143—144).

168

[IPUKJIAJITHOU AHAJIN3



Yakova T.S. Vestnik RUDN. International Relations, 2026, 26(1), 165-175

2.1. USA

2.2. People’s Republic of China (PRC)
2.3. Russia

3. Ideological Concepts

3.1. Communism

3.2. Anti-Semitism

3.3. Globalism

3.4. Nazism

3.5. Anarchism

3.6. Euro-Atlanticism

4. Religions

4.1. Islam

5. Conflict Generators

5.1. Palestinian-Israeli Conflict (PIC)
5.2. European Migrant Crisis (EMC)
5.3. Ukrainian Conflict (UC)?

5.4. Inflation

5.5. Third World War (TWW)

To ensure the symmetry of the matrix
of quantitative characteristics, 18 European
countries are included in the analysis.* A ranking
analysis of the Google Trends statistics allowed
us to determine the level of interest (relative
popularity) of Internet users in the selected
countries for each topic for the period from
January 1, 2014, to October 1, 2024 (Table).

The numbers (scores) in the table indicate
the level of interest in the topic relative to the
highest indicator among all countries worldwide
for a given country during the specified time
period. A score of 100 indicates the highest
level of popularity for a query, while a score
of 0 indicates that a country for which there

is insufficient data on the query in question.

Scores are calculated by Google Trends based
on all queries on the topic (keywords).

The primary data presented in the table
enables for a more comprehensive analysis. The
average relative popularity of the analyzed topics
made it possible to identify the main focuses
of international politics for a group of European
countries—that is, which topics, characterizing
conflict potential, can be considered priorities
in their political practice.

A rank distribution of the average relative
popularity by topic for the 18 selected countries
revealed that there are common European
policy focuses. The most pressing topics in the
context of conflict potential for European
Internet users are those related to historical
traumas caused by the memory of the two
world wars (so-called “frustrating phobias™)
and their projection into the future (the specter
of a “third world war,” the absolutization of the
importance of the NATO bloc). The issue of the
danger of a resurgence of Nazism in its various
interpretations ranks highest, primarily because
it is an issue exclusively on the European agenda
(it is completely irrelevant in other macroregions
of the world). However, it should be kept in mind
that the task of “combatting the revival of Nazism
in the European region” is constantly being
emphasized by the United States for a specific
group of EU countries (which does not include
Serbia, Poland, or Greece). The high rating
of anarchism in Europe is also associated with
the danger of instability and the fear of a radical
escalation of conflicts.

3 In Google Trends, queries related to the topic of special military operations in Ukraine are collected under the
categories “Russian-Ukrainian war” and “Ukrainian conflict.”
* The following European countries were selected for analysis: 1. Austria, 2. Belgium, 3. Great Britain, 4. Hungary,

5. Germany, 6. Greece, 7. Denmark, 8. Italy, 9. Spain, 10. Netherlands, 11. Poland, 12. Portugal, 13. Serbia, 14. Finland,
15. France, 16. Czech Republic, 17. Switzerland, 18. Sweden. The sample was based on international rankings of countries’
influence. See: Jones L. Ranked: World’s Most Influential Countries, 2024 / CEOWORLD. April 4, 2024. URL: https:/
ceoworld.biz/2024/04/04/ranked-worlds-most-influential-countries-2024/  (accessed: 22.11.2024); Most Influential
Countries // U.S. News. URL: https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/most-influential-countries (accessed:
22.11.2024).
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Relative Popularity of Queries in the Google Trends Service: Matrix of Initial Data

Categories
Countries

11 1.2 13 21 22 23 31 32 33 34 35 36 41 51 52 53 54 55
Austria 57 40 17 24 7 5 22 36 7 66 25 1 5 6 64 15 44 67
Belgium 51 60 15 19 6 4 20 24 12 41 33 25 12 25 36 12 24 39
United Kingdom 32 30 1 35 6 5 27 38 15 66 26 1 1 22 39 8 39 100
Hungary 52 35 9 18 8 4 29 20 12 45 23 25 1 1 33 19 38 64
Germany 4 49 12 30 9 5 18 43 7 81 24 1 5 6 100 21 34 61
Greece 28 45 8 14 6 2 23 n 4 46 96 1 1 5 13 5 17 40
Denmark 55 52 22 28 5 5 30 23 31 77 53 1 1 22 51 3 37 34
Italy 29 52 16 18 6 4 39 17 17 60 14 100 2 22 5 34 21 88
Spain 26 28 13 19 5 5 44 13 N 85 85 1 2 24 10 12 22 54
Netherlands 32 34 10 23 5 4 19 23 14 36 33 1 10 17 22 7 29 53
Poland 36 51 8 18 8 4 35 17 19 30 25 1 1 6 1 2 50 33
Portugal 34 41 16 19 5 5 36 13 1 59 42 1 1 20 1 9 31 42
Serbia 23 46 19 18 13 3 27 13 23 4 21 1 1 3 14 10 M 64
Finland 37 81 12 16 9 4 28 21 31 53 53 1 3 10 27 7 25 47
France 18 22 14 21 5 5 21 37 1 51 36 50 14 28 19 10 33 24
Czech Republic 51 64 9 20 8 4 59 18 7 64 34 25 1 8 30 4 55 45
Switzerland 26 37 30 27 7 5 23 30 12 57 37 25 1 16 36 15 41 44
Sweden 45 64 22 27 7 4 38 35 4 100 39 1 9 37 55 5 40 35

Source: compiled by T.S. Yakova based on the results of an analysis of Internet statistics of queries in the Google Trends service.

Regional priorities include inflation and the
future of the European Union (although interest
in the EU is muted compared to NATO), the

European migration crisis, and communism.

Despite all the propaganda campaigns, Europeans
are more indifferent to such “peripheral” issues
as relations with China and Russia, as well
as Islam and the “Ukrainian conflict.”

170

Comparative Factors of the Nature
of International Politics in the Mirror
of the Behavior of Online Audiences

To answer the question of what determines
the differences and similarities in the nature
of international policy in each country, a matrix
of initial data (see Table) was analyzed, providing
a general picture of the online behavior
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of residents of European countries, using
descriptive factor analysis.” The factor analysis
identified six factors, each of which combined
several analyzed themes:

Factor I: Nazism, USA, European migrant
crisis, China, UN.

Factor 2: Communism, Islam, anti-Semitism.

Factor  3:

Atlanticism, anarchism, third world war.

Ukrainian  conflict, Euro-

Factor 4: Palestinian-Israeli conflict, Russia
(negative value).

Factor 5: Inflation, European Union.

Factor 6: Globalism, NATO.

The factors were interpreted based on the
factor loading matrix data. According to the
calculations, the six identified factors explain
approximately 80% of the variation in the
original characteristics. While this is a fairly
good result, the number six itself indicates the
extreme complexity of the research object and
the (positive) absence of multicollinearity—that
is, a strong correlation between the independent
variables, which complicates the assessment and
analysis of the overall result.®

The first factor (explaining 24.4% of the
variance) links themes that indicate a country’s
alignment with US policy as the ‘“agreed”
standard of international policy. From the context
of US foreign policy rhetoric in recent years,
recommendations can be identified for European
countries on these themes, which are united by the
first factor: active political prevention of neo-
Nazism, a democratic perception of migration

processes, close ties with the US and support
for its policy towards China, and cooperation
at the UN. The top countries for this factor
include Germany, Austria, the UK, and Sweden,
which “saved” its neutrality after joining NATO.
The bottom performers are Hungary, Greece,
Serbia, partially Catholic countries (Italy, Spain,
Portugal), and Finland.

Despite its apparent ideological focus, the
second factor (15.2 % of the variance) is difficult
to interpret. On the one hand, the level of Internet
user interest showed that in those European
countries where interest in communism
remains, concern about Islam and anti-Semitism
is low. However, it should be noted that while
communist doctrine is popular in Spain and
Italy with positive connotations, in Poland and
the Czech Republic the opposite is true: here,
interest in the topic is rooted in “overcoming the
past,” embedded in decommunization policies.
Islam is unpopular in these countries for religious
reasons. Therefore, the second factor identified
can be linked to opposition to the controversial
practice of Islamization. The top performers here
include France, Belgium, the United Kingdom,
and Hungary. At the bottom of the list, in addition
to the previously mentioned countries, are Greece,
Serbia, and Portugal.

The third factor (13.7% of the variance) linked
variables such as the “Ukrainian conflict,” “Euro-
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Atlanticism,” “anarchism” (with the opposite sign),
and “third world war.” This factor can be interpreted

as an indicator of efforts to build up military potential

> The essence of factor analysis is to isolate from the entire set of variables only a small number of latent, independent
groupings within which the variables are more strongly related than those belonging to different groupings. Factor analysis
assumes that known variables depend on a smaller number of unknown variables and random error. Reducing the initial
data by identifying a smaller number of sets of closely related variables allows for a better description of the specific
characteristics of the object of study. For more details, see: (Ananina, 2018). The analysis was conducted using the factor
analysis program from the SPSS Statistics statistical package, principal component analysis with Kaiser normalization,

and varimax rotation.

® The number of factors in factor analysis refers to the number of independent variables to which a large number
of variables are reduced. Variables that are highly correlated are combined into a single factor. As a result of determining
the structure of relationships between the variables, the number of factors is significantly smaller than the original number.
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for conflict. In media outlets, for propaganda
purposes, this activity is labelled with clichés such

29 <6

as “fighting for peace,” “restraining the aggressor,’

etc. Italy ranks first here, with its residents
confidently leading in interest in Euro-Atlanticism
and the Ukrainian conflict. This is likely due
to Italy’s belated inclusion in the pool of countries
actively supporting US and NATO policies. It should
be noted that, according to 2023 data, Italy is one
of the largest centers of the Ukrainian diaspora
in Western Europe (approximately 380,000 legally
residing Ukrainians’), which explains the high level
of interest in this topic among the country’s online
audience. The northern province of Villa d’Aosta
leads in Internet searches, while Venice holds first
place for the “Euro-Atlanticism” tag (activity is only
noted with the start of the special military operation
(SMO)). Sweden ranks at the bottom of the list.

The fourth factor (explaining 11 % of the
variation in the original indicators), linking
“Russia” and “Palestinian-Israeli conflict” (with
the opposite sign), may characterize certain
priorities in responding to specific international
crises. Russia, as a state entity, is currently firmly
embedded

discourse and is viewed as a potential “enemy”

in Western international conflict
in some (not all) countries. However, for Sweden,
France, the United Kingdom, Belgium, and
Spain, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is far more
important than Russia, while for Serbia, Finland,
the Czech Republic, and Hungary, the Russian
vector is more significant than the Middle East.

The fifth factor (9.3 %) is clearly linked
to the use of the EU for collective overcoming
of economic difficulties (inflation) and regulation
in the conflict-ridden financial sector. Here, the
leaders are “small” countries, which are unable
to combat financial crises on their own.

The sixth factor (accounting for only 7.2 %
of the variation in the initial characteristics)
linked “globalism” and “NATO,” which to some
extent characterizes the level of national agency
of states, although the initial data cannot
be considered completely reliable. Countries with
“incomplete” sovereignty include the new NATO

members Sweden and Finland.

Classification of Countries by Similarity
of Responses to Potential International
Conflicts

Internet statistics obtained through the use
of media geographic tools allow us to classify
countries by the nature and characteristics
of their political practices in the context
of international conflictology. To address this
issue, we employed a classification analysis
method known as cluster analysis. Its main
purpose is to divide a set of objects and
characteristics under study into homogeneous
(In a certain sense) groups, or clusters.

We highlight the following advantages
First, it
not by a

of
us

cluster analysis. enables

to classify objects single
characteristic, but by several. Second, unlike
most mathematical and statistical methods,
cluster analysis imposes no restrictions
on the type of objects under consideration,
enabling us to examine a variety of source
data of virtually any nature. Cluster analysis
methods are often used in humanities
research to develop typologies, classifications,
or test hypotheses. In the context of this
study, the work of E.A. Zakharova (2023)
and B.G. Mirkin (2011), Smirnov &

Malafeev (2020), and Xu & Wunsch (2005)

7 The Ukrainian Community in Italy: Annual report on the Presence of Migrants. Ministry of Labour and Social
Policies of Italy, 2023. URL: https://www.lavoro.gov.it/documenti-e-norme/studi-e-statistiche/ukrainian-community-2023

(accessed: 13.10.2025).
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have all applied this method to analyze various
aspects of international relations.

Based on the cluster analysis, 18 European
countries can be roughly divided into two unequal
groups that differ significantly from each other. The
minority consists of countries such as Denmark,
Sweden, Serbia, and Finland. However, Italy falls
completely outside the European ensemble—it
is unlike any other country in the context under
consideration. This is an unexpected finding
that requires closer examination. It is possible
that Google’s system is somehow “mistuded”
to this country, suggesting that there are purely
instrumental issues.

At the same time, valuable information
the
be gleaned by examining the dynamics of their

about “proximity” of countries can
clustering in the calculations. The first and
second steps of the similarity search revealed
groups such as “Austria — Germany — Great
Britain” and “Belgium — Netherlands —
Switzerland,” with France joining this group
in the third iteration. The following groupings
also emerged in the third and fourth steps:
“Hungary — Poland — Czech Republic,”
“Spain — Portugal — Greece,” “Denmark —
Sweden,” and “Serbia — Finland.” In most
cases, the calculations point to a factor in the
similarity of countries’ behavior in this
context, such as simple geographic proximity,
in the

subregion. The results of the cluster analysis

their membership same European
suggest that “counteraction” to the potential for
conflict is carried out on a kind of collective
zonal principle; that is, countries neighboring
a (potentially) conflict zone are primarily
concerned about stability and security, while
those more distant from one another are.

Conclusion

A media-geographical study of the social
behavior of European Internet users, based
on big data analysis (on topics substantively
politics), identified
of these countries.

related to international
the audience priorities
Internet users navigate the information space
by consuming mediated products, expressing
their interests based on the resulting meanings,
and allowing for general conclusions about
the nature of media consumption. Studying
audience media behavior allowed us to identify
the most conflict-prone factors and zones
in the European mental landscape. An analysis
of search statistics revealed that Europeans are
most interested in those phenomena, events,
or facts of international politics that, in a certain
their

or anxiety about the possibility of new conflicts

interpretation,  demonstrate concern
and confrontations.

Factor analysis proved to be quite effective
in studying the mental landscapes of European
countries within a media-geographical coordinate
system. This method revealed several components
(factors) characterizing the interests of Internet
users, which either unite or divide the politically
active segment of Internet audiences in European
countries (factors 1-4 of the six factors identified).

The first factor identified a group of countries
most actively seeking to conform to the standard
course of international policy as dictated by the
United States: Germany, Austria, the United
Kingdom, and Sweden. Several recent events
in real-world politics have confirmed the
similarity in the international policies of these
states: neutral Austria’s intention to increase its
participation in NATO military exercises (2024);}

a new defense agreement between the United

8 2025: Austrian Armed Forces Plan 33 Exercises and Training Sessions Abroad // Militar Aktuell. December 3,
2024. URL: https://militaeraktuell.at/en/2025-austrian-armed-forces-plan-33-exercises-and-training-sessions-abroad/

(accessed: 13.10.2025).
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Kingdom and Germany (July 2024);° and the
accession of Sweden and the United Kingdom
to the European approach to long-range strikes
(October 2024).1

For the second factor, the basis for similarity
was determined by opposition to the conflictual
practice of Islamization (France, Belgium, the
United Kingdom). In these countries, the share
of Muslim populations has grown significantly
in recent years.

For the third factor, indicating active efforts
to increase the potential for military conflict,
a clear leader has emerged: Italy (the media
behavior of this country’s online audience
requires a more in-depth analysis in the context
of domestic political processes).

The fourth factor revealed two groups
based on their response priorities to specific
international crises: the first group includes

Sweden, France, the UK, Belgium, and Spain,
whose online audiences’ interests are focused
on the Palestinian-Isracli conflict; the second
group consists of Serbia, Finland, the Czech
Republic, and Hungary, with a focus on Russia.
The
a sketchy representation of the components

identified factors only provide
of European countries’ mental landscapes that
can influence the differences and similarities
in their international policies. However, even
a preliminary interpretation of the obtained
results provides insight into the conflict-
prone zones of the European mental space,
reveals the dynamics of European reactions
to international events and processes, and
can serve as a basis for predicting the social
behavior of the population in the context
of the international policies of the leadership

of countries in this region.
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