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Abstract. This article covers the most significant theoretical schools in West Africa in the framework of the international
relations analysis, with special focus on the regional security. Major respective theoretical approaches to the given issues are assessed
based on the writings of local experts that frequently reevaluate the major articles of faith connected with neo-Realist, neo-Liberal
and Marxist views.

Particular attention is drawn to the examination of various interpretations of the role that belongs to supranational regional
structures in West African conflict resolution using the case of the Liberian civil war. The most crucial part of the research presented is
an analysis of publications issued by Adekye Adebajo and Ismail Rashid, two leading West African specialists in the field of regional
security. Their appraisal of collective security mechanisms’ perspectives in the most poverty-stricken and unstable regions of the world
is elaborated upon.

The aim of the article is to determine the extent of uniqueness present in Adebajo and Rashid’s approaches compared to their
Western and African colleagues but also to figure how West African 1990—2000’s conflicts’ analysis did have an impact on the
scholars’ theoretical views and more broadly what was its contribution to the regional understanding of international relations.

The research is based upon comparative and historical-genetic methods as well as case studies. The major elements composing
the scholars’ analysis of successes and failures in the path of West African integration are presented along with their appraisal of
the ECOWAS security component. A comparison is made between their views and those of their regional colleagues belonging
to other schools of thought as well as Western theories that had the greatest impact on these authors.
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Decolonization of the vast majority of Asian and
African countries in the middle of the XXth century
and a drastic increase in the number of independent
states caused a situation when the system of interna-
tional relations became less Western-centric. The
newly independent nations joined the UN system, fit
into the bipolar world order, developed relations with
their former colonial overlords and their neighbors
in multiple ways. Having previously been almost
fully colonized, Africa was also actively engaged
in these processes. The most intense emergence
of subregional intergovernmental political structures
and more advanced partnership and rivalry dynamics
were seen in West Africa which has experienced
the establishment of a regional relations subsystem
in the wake of war in the south-east of Nigeria
in 1967—1979. Moreover, the fact that West Africa
has seen 41 out of 75 military coups that took place
on the continent signifies the importance of integra-
tion and collective security mechanisms emergence.
Later, the set-up of a relatively successful regional
integration platform (the Economic Community
of West African States — ECOWAS) became the
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premise for the development of local International
Relations theorists elaborating primarily on the re-
gional context.

Emergence of West Africa’s
Major IR Theoretical Schools

Starting from 1960s West African IR approaches
emerged in the framework of several major schools.
Economic difficulties and development problems
faced by African countries upon dismantling the for-
mal colonial system led to the establishment of the
dependence theory school built on Marxist and neo-
Marxist understanding of historical processes. Samir
Amin residing in Senegal became the most prominent
representative of this approach in West Africa, having
criticized the de-facto prevailing economic depend-
ence of African states on their former colonial powers
[Amin 1968; 1972].

Later this tradition was continued throughout
the publications of Amos Sawyer, a Liberian scholar
and left-wing opposition political activist, similarly
critical of the external exploitation of African states
through the assistance of the local elites [Sawyer
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2004]. The ranks of the West African neo-Marxist
international relations commentators also include
Thomas Sankara, Burkinabe president in 1983—1987,
considering his anti-dependence political agenda and
an overarching goal of drawing West Africa away
from the periphery of the global capitalist system
[Sankara 1988]. This approach maintained its po-
pularity even in the wake of the Cold War.

Similar views were expressed by the more
nationalist segments of West African political thought.
Among others, Laurent Gbagbo (Ivorian scholar and
politician turned president in 2000), accompanied
by his followers, spoke of de-facto control of the
regional economies by the former colonial overlords
[Gbagbo 1983; Koulibaly 2007]. Institutional de-
velopment and Pan-African unity in the face of
external influences were put forward as solutions
to the continent’s fundamental challenges by Kwame
Nkrumah, Ghana’s first president (also occupied
in the field of social sciences prior to entering
politics) [Nkrumah 1967].

Apart from that West Africa has seen the de-
velopment of regional IR schools more closely tied
to the more mainstream Western approaches in the
field. Neo-Liberal institutionalism principles, having
gained popularity in the 1990s due to Robert Koehane
and Joseph Nye’s works [Keohane, Nye 2001],
became crucial for researchers grouped around the
Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training
Center situated in Ghana'. These researches share
the assumption that interregional cooperation is a key
to solving intergovernmental and internal problems
relevant for West Africa. Nevertheless, the Center
faculty members including Kwesi Aning and Kwaku
Osei-Hwedi, follow their Western counterparts
in drawing their attention mostly toward the peace-
keeping capacities of the large international organiza-
tions and separate actors and insufficiently covering
West African mechanisms of collective security
[Aning, Salihu 2011; Boateng, Osei-Hwedie 2017].

The ranks of the more prominent local research-
ers of West African political processes (previously
studied mostly by Europeans) of the last decade with
a more unique African perspective include Adekeye
Adebajo and Ismail Rashid, professing more mo-
derate research assumptions than those of the Kofi

' Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Centre
(KAIPTC). URL: https://www kaiptc.org (accessed: 19.12.2018).
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Annan Center. Their analysis of regional processes
is largely based on the Western academic tradition.
Both Nigerian — Adekeye Adebajo and Sierra Le-
onean Ismail Rashid have at least partially received
their formal education in the Anglo-Saxon world.
The former one received Rhodes scholarship and was
thus able to attend Cambridge University®. The later
has been academically engaged in Canada for a great
while, having received a PhD in McGill University.
Therefore the more moderate views with respect
to the effectiveness and content of the trans-border
conflict resolution mechanisms posed by these authors
can be explained by the familiarity with the principles
put forward by the British school of International
Relations studies (namely by Hedley Bull) [Bull
1977; Watson 2009].

The aforementioned school takes a middle posi-
tion regarding the argument of neo-Realists and
Liberal institutionalists on the possibility of equal
multi-party cooperation in conflict prevention and
resolution. Overall the representatives of this ap-
proach recognize the viability of both rigid the he-
gemonic model of intergovernmental ties based on
power (based on the realist presumptions) and mutu-
ally beneficial peaceful cohabitation and cooperation
(dominant in the neo-liberal worldview) depending
on the level of development and conditions of rela-
tions between specific countries [Bull 1977: 151].
It is this pluralism in assessing particular forms and
methods of international relations practice that was
employed by the two West African scholars [Adebajo,
Rashid 2004].

They address the empiric material by setting the
research question of whether the hegemonic structure
of the intergovernmental relations dominates on the
regional level or the supranational institutions play
a more significant role. Their main focus is on the
conflicts that shattered West Africa in 1989—2004
(mainly civil wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone) as
well as the response generated by the subregional
integration structures.

The aim of given article is to determine the
extent of the uniqueness of the approach practiced
by Adebajo and Rashid in comparison with their
Western and African colleagues (namely from the
Kofi Annan Center) with respect to the issues of re-

2 He serves as the executive director at Centre for Conflict
Resolution in Cape Town.
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gional security, and also to assess the1990—2000s
West African civil wars analysis influence on the
development of the authors’ theoretical views and
West African understanding of International Rela-
tions in general. Qualitative, largely hermeneutic,
historiographical and comparative methodological
approaches are used to study this. Particular meth-
ods applied include comparative and historical-
genetic methods as well as case studies.

Their substantive views are studied primarily
through their joint book, “West Africa’s Security
Challenges: Building Peace in a Troubled Region”
published in 2004 immediately after the end of the
two wars [Adebajo, Rashid 2004]. However other
publications by the same authors devoted to the same
set of problems are also considered, namely Adekeye
Adebajo’s “Building Peace in West Africa: Liberia,
Sierra Leone and Guinea Bissau’ published in 2002
[Adebajo 2002].

Appraisal on Intraregional Tensions
as Premises for the Emergence
on Integration Institutions

The authors begin their analysis of the state
the West African collective security institutions
by exploring the historical premises for the develop-
ment of the subregional integration framework, be-
lieving them to be the roots of the situation existent
in the 1990s. Adebajo and Rashid largely link their
emergence to the structure of colonial governance
in the region, the proximity of countries with com-
mon colonial past and similar patterns of decoloni-
zation. Namely they note the extreme importance
of West Africa’s split into French and British colo-
nies at the turn of the 20th century (apart from
several minor coastal territories controlled by other
powers, Cape Verde and Guinea Bissau under the
Portuguese rule, German colonies in Togo and
Cameroon as well as nominally independent Liberia
built by freed slaves under strong American influ-
ence) [Adebajo, Rashid 2004: 22].

According to Adebajo and Rashid, the emer-
gence of supranational mechanisms in West Africa
was heavily impacted by the colonial legacy of the
respective European powers, each managing its vari-
ous African colonies in a relatively single fashion.
As a result every group of former colonies had
roughly similar legal and monetary system, judiciary
and law protection mechanisms all contributing to
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stark similarities inside the given group of countries
[Mensa 2014: 245—246]. Thus the two researchers
split the region into two major parts, former French
and British colonies. However they also hold that
the differences between these two groups of countries
have created serious tensions among West African
states later on, after gaining independence. Their
views are that these two groups of former colonies
have both generated the first regional integration
drivers and internal strife in this integration frame-
work. Therefore Adebajo and Rashid look into the
peculiarities of French and British colonial policies
on these territories, considering them fateful for regi-
onal integration projects [Adebajo, Rashid 2004: 27].

The two authors see the major difference bet-
ween French and British colonial policy in West
Africa in the use of direct or indirect rule. The French
colonialism is noted to have been aimed at long-term
assimilation of the local population by spreading
French education and drawing the governed into the
French culture, providing Africans with full rights
of French citizens in case of their complete assimi-
lation [Searing 2005: 1334—1335]. Parallel state-
hood forms were also developed in the form of asso-
ciation rather then turning the governed into the
“black French”. The majority of the indigenous
population was fully disenfranchised until 1946 and
could be used in mandatory public works or become
subject to minor extrajudicial punishment. Neverthe-
less the residents of the French colonies were much
more exposed to European cultural influence than
other Africans during the colonial era [Ginio 2006:
3—4]. Hierarchical direct rule system was necessary
in order to create proper conditions for assimilation.
Traditional authorities, even if preserved, were
stripped of substantial power by the colonial bu-
reaucracy as self-governance and isolation of any
territory based on traditional principles threatened
the assimilation policy. Therefore the French colonial
policy in Adebajo and Rashid’s writings appears
to be mainly based on direct rule.

This system of colonial governance, according
to the two authors, became the foundation for a more
sustainable regional integration pattern specifically
for the Francophone West African countries. African
elites with French education and middle-rank posi-
tions in the colonial administration became closely
tied to France which had a crucial impact on their
policies after independence. In 1958 French West
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African colonies reemerged into 8 overseas territories
(apart from Togo) governed by these same elites.
France voluntarily offered independence to its West
African territories after the crises in Vietnam and
Algeria and thus was able to maintain some of its
privileges in the region. Based on this “Frangafrique”
was built on informal elite ties, common currency
and a system of French military bases [Adebajo,
Rashid 2004: 34]. The two researchers explain the
longevity of these close relations and further intensi-
fied integration among the Francophone West African
states by these features of the French colonial policy
[Adebajo, Rashid 2004: 32].

To the contrary, they view the British colonial
system to have been favoring indirect form of gov-
erning the new territories through interaction with
precolonial authorities. Adebajo and Rashid hold that
the most finite example of such approach can be seen
in British colonization of the North Nigerian Muslim
Emirates and Sultanates. The theoretical framework
for it was drawn by the works of Frederic Lugard,
the British practitioner ad theoretician of colonial
governance [Lugard 1922]. This territory had the
most developed pre-colonial statechood in West Af-
rica, as was believed, which made direct rule less
necessary if not costly in terms of military presence.
West African climate was considered to be unsuitable
for Europeans which excluded serious settler move-
ment. Sahel Muslim states had the umbrella power
structure where local authorities recognized the di-
vine superiority of the Sultan without practically
obeying him. Therefore the conditions of colonial
governance here drastically differed from those on
the French-controlled territories [Adebajo, Rashid
2004: 33].

British administration chose to support the
traditional elite in hope of maintaining status quo
in West African societies providing favorable condi-
tions for the operation of British capital. Educated
locals were ignored as a potential alternative to tradi-
tional elites, being practically absent from the mid-
level of colonial administration. African intellectuals’
discontent with this situation caused them to actively
join the decolonization movement. Adebajo and
Rashid deduct that the arrival of these groups into
power inevitably caused immediate decline in direct
ties between the Great Britain and its former colonies
(contrary to the French case in West Africa, where
no Commonwealth parallel had emerged but instead
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there was a set of specific integration mechanisms).
This explanation is used by the two authors to under-
stand why the new elite preferred the ideas of Pan-
Africanism that emerged in the 19th century outside
Africa in the US and West Indies [Adebajo, Rashid
2004: 33]. Adebajo and Rashid posit that the efforts
of this new elite were instrumental in rapid dis-
mantling of those few integration mechanisms that
were left by the British colonial administration to
consolidate its former territories (these mechanisms
proved weak due to the overall decentralization
of authority).

Apart from that, Adebajo and Rashid attach high
importance to the fact that the British colonial poli-
cies in West Africa resulted in the creation of Nigeria.
This country has accumulated inside its current bor-
ders a great diversity of ethnic and religious groups,
frequently at odds with each other, and became the
largest country in the subregion by territory and
population with abundant economic resources and
military potential. It became the natural pole of regi-
onal integration. As West Africa was decolonized
in 1950—1960s, former overlords left the country
with an administrative system capable of enduring
the nation’s unity despite the economic and political
strife that followed independence [Adebajo, Rashid
2004: 36].

It was specifically marked that Nigeria became
the self-evident subregional hegemon whose influ-
ence was resisted by former colonial powers, mainly
France along with its regional allies. The most
notable political leaders of Frangafrique, Felix Hou-
phouet-Boigny of Ivory Coast and Leopold Sedar
Senghor of Senegal, convinced the French establish-
ment to secretly intervene in the Nigerian civil war
of 1967—1970 [Wauthier 2002: 2]. Separatists from
the Igbo ethnicity residing mainly in the south-east
of the country and suffering from streak of military
coups and ethnic violence proclaimed an independent
Republic of Biafra.

France and its allies hoped to provoke the break-
up of Nigeria by assisting the rebels. Adebajo and
Rashid suggest that had they succeeded, the balance
of power inside West Africa would shift strongly
in favor of Francophone countries. Nevertheless,
the institutional sustainability and external aid helped
Nigeria preserve its territorial integrity despite the
odds, and the growth in global oil prices in 1970s
(country’s major export commodity) made Nigeria’s
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regional leadership even more evident [Wauthier
2002: 2]. The emergence of such a powerful player
in West African politics is considered by the two
researchers to be one of the crucial elements of
British legacy [Adebajo, Rashid 2004: 32].

Thus the scholars enrich their analysis of West
African integration premises with detailed assessment
of regional commonalities and differences originating
from the colonial era. The authors evaluate the intra-
regional tensions based on the subregional entities’
previous experience and the build-up of power
balance. These roots of West African integration
institutional peculiarities are much less addressed
by other researchers, including those affiliated with
the Kofi Annan Center.

Early Stage of West African
Subregional Integration Development

The breakdown of the colonial system ignited
the process of integration in West Africa, leading
to the issue of defining sub-regional boundaries.
According to Adebajo and Rashid, France’s preserved
influence and Nigeria’s growing strength have made
the issue of delineating West Africa’s borders in-
creasingly significant for the regional balance of
power and the prospects of integration. The two
authors indicate that in the early 1970s the negotia-
tion process on the establishment of the West African
Economic Union was marked by Leopold Sedar
Senghor (closely connected with France despite
certain left sympathies) demanding the recognition
of West African borders from Cape Verde and Mau-
ritania to Zaire (modern Democratic Republic of
Congo) [Adebajo, Rashid 2004: 28]. He believed that
Zaire’s entry into the region could balance Nigeria
as both of these countries, despite the internal
problems, maintained a relatively equal potential
to contain each other, allowing France and its satelli-
tes to play on these differences and strengthen their
own regional position. Nevertheless, the Francophone
states were not able to push this demand during
negotiations and so the integration continued in its
current borders (excluding Mauritania).

Adebajo and Rashid describe how newly inde-
pendent West African states made numerous attempts
to forge an intergovernmental regional organization,
all unsuccessful due to diverging interests or not
sufficiently developed. Reasons for these failures
include, according to the researchers, the low trade
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turnout between the regional states, problems with
currency convertibility, language, ethnic or religious
differences, lack of sectorial cooperation and external
interference. However Nigeria’s increased influence
helped to overcome these problems [Geveling 2009:
13]. In 1972 Nigeria and Togo came up with joint
initiative (communiqué of general Yacoubou Gowon
and general Gnassingbe Eyadema during the former’s
visit to Lome in April 1972), starting the 3-year path
towards forging the West African regional organi-
zation [Adebajo 2002: 28]. On May, 28 of 1975
the 16 West African states signed an agreement
on the establishment of ECOWAS?®,

The structure and performance mechanisms
utilized by the newly emerged organization were
designed to attain economic integration, customs and
monetary union, fixing basic disproportions between
the participant countries and enhancing sustainable
growth. Nevertheless the authors note that the politi-
cal will present in 1972—1975 to promote regional
cooperation soon turned into increased skepticism
by some of the region’s leaders (particularly of the
Francophone countries) regarding the effectiveness
of ECOWAS. Low intensity of economic integration
didn’t allow an easy settlement for the region’s dif-
ferences.

Adebajo and Rashid consider low rate of eco-
nomic integration and internal differences to still be
the defining problems in organization’s development
despite gradual progress®. Thus they state that
ECOWAS, being the key regional platform, was
largely unable to overcome its major challenges
in the economic field or bind the differences of its
participants in terms of wealth and development rate.
Such assessment goes against the postulates of the
neo-Liberalism (viewing peaceful cooperation and
equal integration as a universal means of conflict
resolution). This fact predetermines a distance bet-
ween Adebajo and Rashid on the one hand and the
Kofi Annan Center representatives on the other.

> Treaty of the Economic Community of West African

States. Lagos, 28 May 1975. URL: http://www.international
democracywatch.org/attachments/351 ecowas%?20treaty%
200f%201975.pdf (accessed: 11.11.2018).

* Over the years of ECOWAS existence the internal trade
turnout has grown only insignificantly, in 2010 reaching only
10% out of total trade turnout of the member states, neverthe-
less the countries are conducting a coordinated trade policy,
specifically aimed at the international organizations and ex-
ternal partners. See: [Uexkull 2012: 416].
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Nevertheless, Adebajo and Rashid recognize
that the emergence of ECOWAS contributed to the
establishment of a single subregional cooperation
platform. It became one of the major tools for finding
solutions to the pressing issues that West Africa faces
as well as a mechanism for increased regional inde-
pendence (primarily Francophone states’ indepen-
dence from France). Further development of sub-
regional institutions, the field of security included,
was made possible only because of ECOWAS, the
two researchers assert. In this respects the authors are
diverging from Western scholars who primarily note
the importance of the large international organi-
zations rather than ECOWAS [Adebajo, Rashid
2004: 40].

Difficulties in following the set ECOWAS eco-
nomic agenda faced by the organization’s members
in the second half of the 1970s are believed by
Adebajo and Rashid to have made the non-economic
points of the agenda more important. The question
of regional security was prominent among them
pushing countries of the region to seek joint response
to the threats that West Africa faced. In a period
between 1976 and 1981 the organization has accepted
protocols establishing the principles of collective
security and providing the basis for the set-up of
a regional peacekeeping force’.

The ECOWAS Role
in the Liberian Conflict

The necessity to act upon these arrangements
came in 1989—1990 as a civil conflict in Liberia
became a threat to regional security and Liberian
president Samuel Doe called for assistance from
the states of the region in stabilizing the country
[Adeleke 1995: 576]. This was the case because the
US refused to play a more active role in defense of
Doe due to the ensuing Gulf war and shifted priorities.
In this situation the existing West African collective
security arrangements proved to be the most reliable

> Protocol on Non-Aggression. Economic Community
of West African States. Lagos, 20 April 1978. URL:
http://documentation.ecowas.int/download/en/legal _documents/
protocols/Protocol%200n%20Non-aggression.pdf (accessed:
10.02.2017); Protocol Relating to Mutual Assistance of De-
fence. Economic Community of West African States. Free-
town, 29 May 1981. URL: http://www.operationspaix.net/
DATA/DOCUMENT/3827~v~Protocole d_Assistance
Mutuelle en matiere_de Defense.pdf (accessed: 10.02.2017).
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mechanism of summoning external support as similar
legal and organizational base for direct military
intervention was lacking in other integration plat-
forms that Liberia was part of. His call was negatively
regarded by the Francophone states closely connected
with France. Meanwhile Nigeria actively spoke out
in favor of Doe and a possible intervention [Adeleke
1995: 577]. However other Anglophone countries
of the region, Ghana and Sierra Leone, were more
inclined towards a political solution to the conflict.
But even this required the presence of peacekeepers
on the ground with the capacity to provide the gua-
rantees of security, stability of the negotiation process
and the execution of the agreement reached.
ECOMOG (ECOWAS Monitoring Group) was estab-
lished [Adeleke 1995: 578].

Adebajo sees this mechanism as a way for
Nigeria to maximize its regional influence against
the Francophone resistance [Adebajo 2002: 37].
Formally the Nigerian leadership that was behind
the composition of ECOMOG emphasized that West
African countries should independently solve regional
security issues, without external meddling of the for-
mer colonial powers, hence increasing the extent of
West Africa’s weight in the world [Kabia 2011: 4—S5].
This was received by the former French colonies
only as a means to further bolster its regional domi-
nation.

Nigeria had to be cleared of hegemonic ambi-
tion suspicions. That is how the two scholars explain
why Arnold Quainu, a Ghanaian general was ap-
pointed to lead the ECOMOG troops on the ground.
Nevertheless, it is underlined that Nigeria provided
ECOMOG with 80% of its troops and 90% of its
funds, loosing roughly 1,000 in that mission [Obi
2009: 121—122].

In the following years the major participants
of the Liberian conflict split into multiple factions
by ethnicity and specific personal loyalties. Their
number swelled to 8 and none of them was able
to score a decisive military victory and controlling
most of the country’s territory. The initial ECOWAS
plan to fully disarm all parties in several weeks,
establishing a provisional government composed
of the neutral civilian public servants and holding
presidential elections in 12 months has failed [Obi
2009: 121—122].

Adebajo and Rashid explain this by the fact that
warlords were not content with giving up arms and
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not receiving posts in the provisional government and
because of it the hostilities endured. Nigerian leader-
ship, playing the key role in ECOMOG, in further
talks continued to push for non-participation of the
warring parties in the provisional government which
stalled the disarmament [Adeleke 1995: 581]. How-
ever after a serious internal political crisis of 1993—
1998 and a successive transition of government
to the civilians Nigeria no longer was willing to con-
tribute to ECOMOG so actively [Adeleke 1995: 582].
Therefore part of is capabilities that were abandoned
fell on Ghana to continue.

The country has traditionally maintained a po-
sition of neutrality and impartiality and lacking,
in contrast to Nigeria, an explicit political interest
in the situation. It was noted that the Ghanaian leader-
ship represented by President Rawlings has shown
more pragmatism and departed from warlords’ non-
participation in the provisional government. Never-
theless the talks were again stalled as only 3 fractions
were offered posts in the government. But despite
all the odds Abuja in 1996 saw the signing of the
final agreement between the warring factions.

In 1997 presidential elections took place, won
by Charles Taylor, a warlord, and in 1998 ECOMOG
forces left the country (however they had to return
for a similar operation in 2003 as Taylor’s regime
experienced a military collapse) [Obi 2009: 124].
Thus the Liberian conflict was formally mediated
with the participation of the ECOWAS mission based
on the classical understanding of state sovereignty
which became the basis for the completion of the
peacekeeping mandate.

Nevertheless the two scholars critically note
that this did not lead to either the cessation of conflict
or prolonged regional stability. Internal tensions led
to recommencement of hostilities in 1999 [Obi
2009: 124]. The final premise for the end of the con-
flict is considered by the two authors to be the de-
cline of the Francophone countries’ influence. After
the death of Houphouet-Boigny and signs of a grow-
ing economic, ethnic and political crisis Ivory Coast
took a more neutral stance on the Liberian conflict
[Adeleke 1995: 583]. After 1993 the country slowly
started to economically realign itself with the US
instead of France. In its turn France experienced seve-
ral severe setbacks in the 1990s, especially in Rwanda
where the French peacekeepers were accused of com-
plicity in the genocide [Moncrieff 2012: 7]. As a re-
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sult France no longer could explicitly support figures
politically compromised during the civil war despite
the high returns of such cooperation. It is by this fact
that the authors explain the change in the conflict
dynamic and its completion in 2003 by the Accra
accord without an active participation of ECOMOG
[Adebajo, Rashid 2004: 16].

The dubious success of the ECOMOG opera-
tions in Liberia and Sierra Leone allows Adebajo and
Rashid to question the effectiveness of the regional
security mechanisms existent at that moment. In their
2004 book they emphasize the necessity of reform
for these structures, namely codifying security as
a broader notion of conflict prevention and resolu-
tion, sustaining a social-economic well-being to eli-
minate sources of conflict. Apart from that intensified
cooperation in the ECOWAS political framework
turned out to be necessary in order to properly
monitor potential conflicts and find solutions. Elabo-
rating the principles for early-warning reaction to
crises like the one in Liberia also proved necessary.
It is marked that a new ECOWAS treaty was signed
at an early stage of the Liberian conflict, extending
the peace and security agenda and broadening the
notion of external and internal threats®. New threats
indicated in the more recent ECOWAS documenta-
tion include fragmentation of political power in some
West African societies, growing political influence
of the non-state armed groups, weak state institutions
and lack of public trust [Aning 2004: 534—535].

It was also noted that a more detailed analysis
of the ECOWAS interventions in Liberia and Sierra
Leone was undertaken inside the ECOWAS secreta-
riat in late 1990s with the assistance of NGO’s. On
December 10th, 1999 Abuja saw the acceptance of
a protocol project known as Protocol Relating to the
Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management,
Resolution, Peace-Keeping and Security’. According
to this document, some responsibilities are transferred

6 Revised Treaty. Economic Community of West African
States. Cotonou, 24 July, 1993. URL: http://www.ecowas.int/
wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Revised-treaty.pdf (accessed:
12.11.2018).

7 Protocol Relating to the Mechanism for Conflict Pre-
vention, Management, Resolution, Peace-Keeping and
Security. Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS). Lome, 10 December, 1999. URL: http://www.zif-
berlin.org/fileadmin/uploads/analyse/dokumente/ECOWAS
Protocol ConflictPrevention.pdf (accessed: 10.02.2017).
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to the Council of Conflict Resolution and Security
which is directly responsible for this set of problems.
The Council also selects the respective committee
responsible for harmonizing staff appointments and
specific measures carried out by ECOWAS. The
Council consists of 9 members (heads of state, minis-
ters and ambassadors to Abuja) occupying their
positions for 2 years on rotation basis (no rotation
took place during the Liberian crisis leading to certain
countries monopolizing the peace process). 6 votes
out of 9 are enough to make the decision.

The Council gathers once every 3 months on the
ministerial level and is constantly active on the am-
bassadorial level with the aid of the respective com-
mittee that provides technical and logistic expertise
while also determining the national composition of
the ECOWAS peacekeeping units and its command-
ers. The functioning of the committee might be as-
sisted by other security structures as well. A Council
of Experts was also summoned to receive timely
information support in reacting to potential and exist-
ing conflict situations. This system is supplemented
by the monitoring centers on the ground, set to
preempt the premises for an outbreak of conflict
[Aning 2004: 534—535].

Conclusion

Having considered all the aforementioned pro-
cesses, Adebajo and Rashid indicate the ability of the
West African regional institutions to adapt to chang-
ing conditions and raise their own effectiveness

despite the presence of serious problems and chal-
lenges with the existing system of collective security.
According to their opinion, ECOWAS proved more
effective in harsh African conditions of poverty and
weak institutions than it could have been expected.
Meanwhile the UN peacekeeping capacities in West
Africa turned out to be limited to large conflicts only,
excluding the intercommunal tensions especially
common in the last decade. Thus African scholars
now have the foundation for questioning the views
of the British school of International Relations
regarding the fact that effective value-oriented insti-
tutions capable of solving all intergovernmental prob-
lems peacefully can only emerge at a high stage of
socio-economic and political development.

West African peacekeeping experience, as de-
scribed by Adebajo and Rashid, is full of controversy,
and therefore the authors can hardly be suspected
in sharing the neo-Liberal stance regarding their be-
lief that supranational mechanisms and respective
values are a universal solution to any problem. But
despite that the authors are able to make their own
contribution into the understanding of regional inte-
gration in one of the most unstable regions of the
world against the lack of necessary premises, ac-
cording to the classic theories. Despite the African
scholars’ connection to the Western discourse in the
field of International Relations analysis, these obser-
vations allow us to make a general conclusion that
the prospects for the international relations studies on
the African continent are quite broad and promising.
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[Ipo61eMaTHKa perioHa/JIbHOM 6€30MacCHOCTH
B pa6oTax 3anagHoadpuKaHCKUX UCCIeJoBaTesiein
MEeXAYHApPOJAHbIX OTHOILIEHUH

A.10. IIunujos

HHcTuTyT Beeobmieit ncropun Poccuiickoii akaieMuu HayK,
Mockaa, Poccuiickas ®@enepanus

B Hactosmeit paboTe ocBenaoTess Hanbosee 3HaUMMBbIe HalpaBJIeHUs 3anafHoadPUKaHCKOW MBICIH B paMKax aHalIn3a
MEXIYHApOJHBIX OTHOLIEHHH, B TOM 4YHCIe B cepe perHoHaIbHON 6e30macHOCTH. PaccMaTpuBaloTesl OCHOBHBIE IIKOJIBI HCCIIEI0-
BaHUH JaHHOHM MPOOIEMaTHKU Ha OCHOBE PabOT MECTHBIX SKCIEPTOB, IEPEOCMBICINBAIOIIMX OCHOBHBIC YCTAHOBKH HEOPEATUCTCKUX,
HEOMMOepaIbHBIX M MAPKCUCTCKHX MOAXOIO0B. B 4acTHOCTH, HCCIeAyIOTCS Pa3IMYHbIe TPAKTOBKH POJIM HAJAHAIIMOHAIBHBIX PErHo-
HAJILHBIX CTPYKTYP B Pa3pelICHHH PErHOHAIBHBIX KOH(IMKTOB Ha MPUMEPE JTUOCPUIICKON rpa1aHCKON BOHHBI.

LenTpanpHoe MecTo 3aHMMaeT aHanu3 pabot Anekerie Anebamko u Memanna Pamynia, Benymux 3amnaaHoadpukaHCKUX Crie-
LHAIUCTOB 10 PErHOHAIBHON Oe3omacHocTH. OTpakeHa MX OLEHKA IIePCIEKTUB MHCTUTYTOB KOJUIEKTHBHOI Oe30MmacHOCTH B Hanbo-
niee OETHBIX U HECTAOMIIBHBIX PETHOHAX MUPA.
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Lenb paboTel — onpeneanTb, HACKOIBKO OPUTHHAIIBHBIMHU SIBIISIOTCS TOAX0AbI A. Anebapko n . Pammpia B cpaBHeHHH ¢ nX
3anaHbIMU 1 a)pUKAHCKUMHU KOJUIETaMH, a TAKXKE TO, HACKOJIBKO aHAIIU3 TPKIAHCKHX KOHPIUKTOB B 3ananHoi Adpuke 1990—
2000-X IT. MOBJIMSUT HA CTAHOBJICHHE TEOPETHYECKUX B3III0B ATUX UCCIIEAOBATENICH U B IIEJIOM COCOOCTBOBAJ PAa3BUTUIO HAYKH
0 MEXKTyHAPOJHBIX OTHOLICHUX B Adpuke.

Hccnenoanue onupaercst Ha KOMIIAPATUBUCTCKUN U MCTOPUKO-TEHETHUECKUI METOBI, a TaKXKe Ha METOJ KeHC-CTaaH.
IIpezcraBneHbl OCHOBHBIC SJIEMEHTHI TIPOBEIeHHOro A. Anie6amko 1 M. Pammiom aHami3a ycrexoB U Heyqad 3anaHoadpUKaHCKOH
MHTETpaIlH, a TAKXKe OLIEHKH nepcrekTuB crioBoro komrnoneHta ODKOBAC. IIpoBeneHo cpaBHEHHE UX MTO3UIUH KaK C B3IJIAaMHU
PETHOHAIBHBIX KOJIIET M3 MHBIX HAYYHBIX LIKOJ, TaK U C IIOJIOKEHUSIMH TEOPHH, paCIPOCTPAaHEHHBIX Ha 3amajie ¥ OKa3aBIInX
Ha aBTOPOB HauOoJIbIlIee BIMSHUE.

KiroueBble cioBa: 3ananHas Adpuka, perioHanbHas uHTerpanus, JInbepus, MexIyHapOAHbIC OTHOIICHHUS, KOJJICKTUBHAS
6e30I1aCHOCTD, aHTJIMICKAas MIKOJIa
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