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Abstract. The article examines the changes in the requirements of the legislation of  
the Russian Federation on the assessment of the current state of the environment carried out 
within the framework of engineering and environmental surveys and the requirements for 
the preparation of project documentation in terms of environmental impact assessment.  
Taking into account the updated requirements of legislation is important, not only in the pre- 
paration of project documentation – environmental impact assessment and a list of environ-
mental protection measures, but also in the training of environmental specialists. It is essential 
that the graduate students are aware of the requirements of the legislation and understands that 
the legislation is subject of change. 
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Аннотация. Рассматриваются изменения требований законодательства Россий-
ской Федерации по оценке современного состояния окружающей среды, проводимой в 
рамках инженерно-экологических изысканий, и требования к подготовке проектной 
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документации в части оценки воздействия на окружающую среду. Учет обновленных 
требований законодательства важен не только при подготовке проектной документации – 
оценки воздействия на окружающую среду и перечня мероприятий по охране окружа-
ющей среды, но и при подготовке специалистов-экологов. Важно, чтобы выпускник 
был в курсе требований законодательства и понимал, что законодательство подвержено 
изменениям. 
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Introduction 

Starting 2021 Russian legislation is changing in part of health safety and 
environment, this tendency is continuing for 2022. Starting 17th January 2022 le-
gal requirements for environmental baseline assessment will change from Code of 
Rules on engineering surveys for construction of SP 11-102-97 “Engineering and 
Environmental Surveys for Construction” dated 10 July 1997 to Code of Rules  
SP 502.1325800.2021 “Engineering and Environmental Surveys for Construction. 
General Rules of Work” dated 16th July 2021. 

New document is in line with previous requirements, but also introduces 
more details in the practice of environmental baseline assessment performance. 

Materials and discussion 

Environmental baseline assessment is necessary to perform most countries [1] 
including aspects of cumulative impact [2] either as separate procedure or as a part of 
environmental impact assessment.  

The knowledge of modern legal requirements is necessary not only for prac-
titioners generating project documentation [3], but also for activities in Arctic re-
gion [4], subsoil exploration [5], energy generation [6], GIS development [7] and 
specially protected area preservation [8]. 

There is also a need of improvement of legislation on environmental impact 
assessment [9; 10]. 

New legal document – the Code of Rules SP 502.1325800.2021 “Engi-
neering and Environmental Surveys for Construction. General Rules of Work” 
contains detailed guidance on performance of environmental baseline assess-
ment, including:  

– the collection, analysis of engineering-ecological surveys of previous years; 
– decryption and analysis of remote sensing materials and data; 
– reconnaissance survey of the territory; 
– route observations; 
– research and assessment of ambient air pollution; 
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– soil research and assessment of soil contamination; 
– research and assessment of surface water pollution; 
– investigation and assessment of groundwater pollution; 
– investigation and assessment of sediment pollution in surface water bodies; 
– research and assessment of the radiation situation; 
– research and evaluation of physical impacts; 
– sanitary and epidemiological studies; 
– gas-geochemical studies of soils; 
– study of socio-economic conditions; 
– ecological and landscape studies; 
– study of vegetation cover; 
– study of the animal world; 
– study of the impact of dangerous natural and natural-anthropogenic proces- 

ses on the ecological state of the environment; 
– ecological testing of individual components of the natural environment 

(atmospheric air, soils (or soils), surface and groundwater, sediments, hydrobionts 
(during engineering and environmental surveys in the waters of the seas); 

– laboratory studies of samples of atmospheric air, soils (or soils), under-
ground and surface waters, bottom sediments; 

– biological samples (during engineering and environmental surveys in  
the waters of the seas); 

– cameral processing of materials; 
– preparation of a technical report. 
This document describes most necessary stages of environmental baseline 

assessment. The stages are same as in previous guiding document. 
Besides it there are more directions on the period of validity for the results 

of previous environmental baseline assessment done offshore – for the territorial 
sea, inland sea waters (in most cases 2 years) and on the shelf (in most cases  
3 years).  

Conclusion 

Summing up we can conclude that updated legal requirements are in line 
with previous ones. New requirements contain more information on marine envi-
ronmental baseline assessment and are in force starting January 17th, 2022. Note 
that changes of Russian legislation are constant and documents still in force can 
be periodically updated. Need of legal information requirements familiarization is 
absolutely necessary for students of environmental specialties. 
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