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studies, it is especially true for young people whose parents have college or university 
degrees. The disproportionate share of children from different social strata in the student 
population is a regularity which characterizes not only Serbia, but is a frequently found 
fact suggesting that the educational system, despite the indisputable results of demo-
cratization in the sphere of education, is still a powerful mechanism of social selection 
in modern society [5. P. 574; 6. P. XI—XVI; 7. P. 15—20]. 

Table 1 

The correlation between the number of students and their parents’ education level (%) 

Education level Mother Father 

Unfinished elementary school 0,7 0,7 
Elementary school 5,9 3,5 
High School 52,3 50,5 
College 14,7 16,9 
University 23,6 24,3 
MA/PhD degree 2,8 4,1 

 

In terms of nationality, among the respondents Serbs came first — with 92,1%, 
followed by Hungarians — 1,3%, Romanians — 0,7%, and Bosnians/Muslims — 0,5%, 
while 2,2% of the respondents refused to declare their nationality (2). The rest represent 
various minorities and ethnic communities living in Serbia (3). Religion-wise, 85,8% 
of the respondents belong to the Orthodox religion, 7,6% are atheists, while 2,2% practice 
Catholic religion, 0,8% — Islam, 0,2% — Judaism (4). By cross-examining the data we 
may conclude that the greatest number of atheists is found among the Serbs, 3/4 of those 
who identified themselves as such. 

Recognizing the fact that Russia is actively involved in solving the Kosovo crisis 
and is a powerful country fully supporting Serbia’s position that Kosovo and Metohija 
are an integral and sovereign part of Serbia, we found it interesting, focusing on a sepa-
rate stratum, using the same instrument, method and technique, with identical methods 
of forming the sample, to examine the attitude of students from the north of Kosovo and 
Metohija to Russia and make appropriate comparisons for scientific purposes. Thus, we 
formed a separate stratum of 317 students at the University of Priština temporarily located 
in Kosovska Mitrovica (5), which is more than a representative number, and the results 
of that survey were separately examined and processed. 

At this point it is important to mention the role of Russia in the resolution of com-
plex political problems during the late Ottoman rule in the Balkans, which often ended 
in the sufferings of the local Christian population. Since the purpose of the paper does not 
allow of a broader consideration of these facts, we will mention only a few of them. Thus, 
in the late XIX century, with an intense diplomatic activity and repeated interventions 
at the Porte in 1892, Russia was able to overcome the strong reaction of Turkish author-
ities in combating Albanian pressure on the Serbian population and ensure their safety 
[10. P.175]. The immediate help that the population in Kosovo and Metohija received 
from the network of Russian consulates in the area was vitally important, especially 
in Prizren, formed in 1866, because it was the only institution that provided immediate 
protection to the Christian people. Among other things, the Russian Consul played a key 
role in the Kolašin events with his direct efforts, when, thanks to the immediate action, 
without waiting for diplomatic approval, he managed to prevent mass suffering of the 
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Serbian students would learn Russian, its intensified promotion in Serbia, realization 
of inter-university cooperation etc., would certainly be welcomed by Serbian students 
who put Russia in the first place among the countries toward which they have a posi-
tive attitude (it is particularly evident among students in northern Kosovo and Metohija 
where the majority of students believe that without Russia Kosovo and Metohija would 
have been lost for Serbia long ago). 

NOTES 

 (1) This paper is the result of the joint research within the projects ‘Kosovo and Metohija between 
National Identity and European Integration’ (47023) and ‘Sustainability of the Identity of Serbs 
and National Minorities in the Border Municipalities of Eastern and Southeastern Serbia’ 
(179013). 

 (2) According to the census of 2002 in Serbia, 82,9% of the population identified themselves as 
members of the Serbian ethnic group, 3,9% — as Hungarians, 1,4% — as Romanians and 
1,8% — as Bosnians [8. P. 13]. 

 (3) The lack of ethnic Albanians in the structure of the sample results from the fact that the re-
search was carried out in Serbia, including the northern part of Kosovo and Metohija (to the 
north of the Ibar river) which is ethnically predominantly Serbian and at its center — the north-
ern part of Kosovska Mitrovica as a divided city — the University of Priština was relocated. 

 (4) The structure of the sample in terms of religion is somewhat different from that identified in 
the census, especially when it comes to minority groups. Namely, in Serbia 85% of the popu-
lation declared themselves as Orthodox, while 5,58% — as Catholic, 3,2% — as Moslems 
and 0,01 — as followers of Judaism. According to the same source, 0,5% of the population 
explicitly declared themselves as atheists [9. P.12]. 

 (5) The seat of the University of Priština was relocated after the NATO aggression in 1999 from 
Priština to Kosovska Mitrovica, since being a state university of the Republic of Serbia it was 
forced out from Priština. Moreover, the Serbs completely moved out of Priština, where the 
number of the Serbs from over 30000 before the bombing was reduced to only 34 people in 
2012. Since the Serbian people centered in four northernmost municipalities of Kosovo and 
Metohija it is logical that the university moved to the northern part of Kosovska Mitrovica, 
which is, like Nicosia (Cyprus) for example, a divided city, where the dividing line is the Ibar 
river. To the North of the Ibar river there is a strong Serbian ethnic majority. On the other 
hand, since the Republic of Serbia does not recognize the unilaterally proclaimed ‘indepen-
dence of Kosovo’ or the ‘institutions’ of that quasi-state, the name of the university was re-
tained: the University of Priština, but a closer explanation was added — temporarily located 
in Kosovska Mitrovica, which shows the intention of returning to the city from which it was 
expelled. 

 (6) Therefore, their rapid withdrawal caused disappointment among the Serbs and, consequently, 
led to the situation where Russia, although a permanent Security Council member, does not 
have its own sector within KFOR in Kosovo. If there was such a sector and if it was in the 
north of Kosovo it would be important in geopolitical terms, as it would facilitate the situa-
tion and strengthen the Serbian positions. 

 (7) Here we write in the plural form, because in Serbia there are several such associations that 
are active, but oppose each other. 

 (8) For example, the ‘pearls’ of Russian literature, such as the novels “Anna Karenina”, “The 
Brothers Karamazov”, “Crime and Punishment”, “The Master and Margarita”, the plays 
“Uncle Vanya”, “The Auditor”, the novel in verse “Eugene Onegin”, the poem by the same 
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author “The Gypsies” are a part of the compulsory reading list in Serbian secondary schools. 
Also it should be noted that the works of not only these writers (Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, Bulga-
kov, Chekhov and Pushkin) are almost all translated into Serbian, but some major works by 
other famous Russian and Soviet poets and novelists, such as Sholokhov, Turgenev, Maya-
kovsky, Lermontov, Pasternak, Ilf and Petrov, Aitmatov, Brodsky, etc. have also been trans-
lated and published. 

 (9) For example, the Faculty of Political Science in Belgrade, which has a department for the 
study of international political relations preparing future Serbian diplomats! 
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РОССИЯ ГЛАЗАМИ СЕРБСКИХ СТУДЕНТОВ 
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В статье представлены результаты эмпирического исследования взглядов студенчества Сербии, 
в частности восприятия студентами России с точки зрения имеющихся у них знаний и ассоциаций 
и источников их формирования. На примере особой социально-демографической группы, представ-
ленной репрезентативной выборкой, авторами рассмотрено отношение студентов, которые учатся 
в вузах на севере Косово и Метохии, к России, а также иные факты, явившиеся предметом социо-
логического изучения на общесербской студенческой выборке. Результаты опроса подтвердили, 
что у студенчества Сербии имеются вполне хорошие общие знания о России, что оно считает рос-
сийский народ близким сербскому по причине общего славянского происхождения и православ-
ного вероисповедания и ставит Россию на первое место среди всех прочих стран по степени по-
зитивности ее восприятия. 

Ключевые слова: сербское студенчество, отношение к России, опрос 2012 г., Косово и Ме-
тохия. 


