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Abstract: During World War I a large number of refugees evacuated to the Russian Empire’s
periphery, such as the many Poles who were temporarily transported eastward to Siberia. This article
studies their repatriation after the conflict’s end, which bears some relevance to forced migration, refu-
gees and repatriation in today’s world. Based on archival and secondary sources, the authors endeavor
to reconstruct the repatriation of Polish refugees from Altai province in southern Siberia. Beginning in
earnest after the Soviet Union’s war with Poland of 1918-21, their return was hampered by the difficult
conditions of the past Civil War and the country’s economic crisis. Although an extensive network of
organizations was set up to carry the repatriation out, poor communication with the center, insufficient
staff and the absence of registration forms made its work extremely difficult. At the same time, many
refugees returned on their own, which further complicated matters. Nevertheless, most Poles eventually
made it back home. The Russian-Ukrainian-Polish Mixed Commission on Repatriation announced that
its work was done in 1924, although in fact it lasted for another year.
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PenaTpuanus nosibCKux 6exxeHueB I[lepBoili MUPOBO BOMHDI:
Ha nNpuMepe AJITaliCKOW ry6epHUH

I0puiit MuxaiiioBud F'onyapos 22, Kcenus AnekceeBHa THIIKHHA P
a AnTalicKUi rocyAapcTBeHHbIN yHUBepcuTeT, bapHays, Poccus
b Cubupckuii penepanbHblil yHuBepcuTeT, KpacHosipck, Poccus

B yuriig@yandex.ru

AnHoTauma: OnaumM u3 nociencTsuit yuactusi Poccuiickoit umnepun B IlepBoii MupoBoii BoiiHe
SIBUJICSA 3HAYUTEJIBbHBINA IOTOK 6C)KCHL[CB, 9BaKyUWPOBAHHBIX Ha OKpaWHbI CTPAHBbI. 3HAYNUTENHHOE YHCIIO
HOJIAKOB OBLTO 3BakynpoBaHo B CHOHph. CTaThs IMOCBSIIEHa PACCMOTPEHHIO IIPOIecca pernaTpHaIii
6exenues Ilepsoil MupoBoii Boiinbl u3 Cubupu B ITonbiry. AKTyalbHOCTE PabOThI ONpenessieTcs Bax-
HOCTBIO TIPOOJIeM BBIHYKICHHBIX MUTPAHTOB, OSKEHIIEB M PEMaTPHAHTOB B COBpEeMeHHOM Mupe. Pabo-
Ta OCHOBaHa Ha apXMWBHBIX UCTOUYHUKAX U OHy6J]I/IKOBaHHI)IX JOKYMEHTaX, Ha OCHOBC aHaJIM3a KOTOPBIX
IPEAIPUHATA HONBITKA PEKOHCTPYKIUHU NPOLENYphl PeraTpualuy IOJIbCKUX OexeHLeB u3 Anraickoit
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ryoepuuu. IIponecc penarpuanuy akTHBH3UPOBAICS IIOCIE 3aKIIOYEHHS MHUPHOro aorosopa Coper-
ckoii Poccueit ¢ Ykpannoit u [Tonbiieit Becnoii 1921 r. Penarpuarus nonbckux Oexenues [lepBoit Mu-
POBOI BOWHBI, IOCENUBIINXCS HA TeppuTopur CUOUpPHU, OCYIIECTBISUIACH B TSIKEJBIX YCIOBHSX HPO-
menmeil ['pakaaHcKol BOMHBI M SKOHOMHUYECKUM KpH3HCOM B cTpaHe. HecMoTps Ha co3gaHme nenoi
CEeTH OPTraHOB II0 KOHTPOJIIO HAaJl 9BaKyalluel HaceleHUs, Ha IPAKTUKE UX paboTa BBHIIOIHsIACH KpaiiHe
Hed(D(HEKTUBHO H3-32 IIOXOT0 HHPOPMHUPOBAHHMS IIEHTPA, MATOYNCIEHHOCTH COTPYIHHKOB, OTCYTCTBHS
07aHKOB perucTpanuyu OexxeHneB. MHorue OeXeHIbl CaMOBOJIBHO IIOKUIAIH HACEIECHHbIE yHKTHI, YTO
3aTPYJHSIO YUeT BEIHYKICHHBIX MUTPaHTOB. TeM He MeHee, OONBIINHCTBO OJILCKUX OSKEHIEB B UTO-
re ObUIN OTIpaBIIEeHb! HA PoauHy. OO OKOHUaHUHM MaccOoBOH pemaTpuanuu B [lonbiry ObUI0 00BABIECHO
B 1924 1. mocrne 3aBepieHus IesATeabHOCTH Poccuiicko-yKpanHCKO-1onbekoit CMenanHHOH KOMHUCCHH
10 JieJlaM pernaTpHalny, 0OHaKo padoTa Mo penaTpuanuy pacTsHyaach 10 koHna 1925 r.

Knw4eBsble ciaoBa: Cudupb, Anraiickas ryOepHusi, [lepas MupoBas BoliHa, MOJISIKH, OEXKEH-
LbI, pernaTpyanus

BiiarogapHocty 1 ¢puHaHCHMpoOBaHMe: lccienoBaHue BBINOIHEHO NpHU (UHAHCOBOH MOJ-
nepxxke POOU u BPODU B pamkax HayuHoro mpoekra Ne 20-59-00010 «OTHHUECKHE MEHBIIUHCTBA B
Benapycu u Poccun B ycnoBusix obmiecTBeHHbIX TpaHcopmaiuii XIX—XX BB.» U npu (UHAHCOBOMH
noanepxke PODU B pamkax Haydynoro npoekra Ne 19-39-60009 «Cubupckas o0LIeCTBEHHOCTh U Op-
TraHU3alMs IOMOIIY KePTBaM BOMH Hadana XX BEKay.

Jns nutupoBanus: Goncharov Yu.M, Tishkina K.A. Repatriation of Polish refugees of World
War I: the case of the Altai Province / Bectauk Poccuiickoro yHuBepcutera Apyx0bl HapoaoB. Cepusi:
HUcropus Poccun. 2021. T. 20. Ne 4. C. 508-516. https://doi.org/10.22363/2312-8674-2021-20-4-508-516

Introduction

Over the past few decades, historians have increasingly paid attention to the Rus-
sian Empire’s many ethnic minorities. Because of its unique history as home to a number
of diasporas from European Russia, Siberia is of particular interest in this respect. Among
the nationalities that resettled across the Ural Mountains, the Poles played an important
role.! Scholars have long studied this group,” paying attention to such questions as
sources, demographic processes, family,’ the role of Poles in developing the region, adap-
tation in the host community,* etc.’

Because of its relevance to current events, the history of the repatriation of Polish
refugees and prisoners of war from Siberia after the end of the First World War is an im-
portant chapter in the broader story.® Studying the mechanisms of repatriation, as well as
the role of the repatriates’ own wishes, allows us to apply past experience to modern rea-
lities. Both Polish historians’ and their Russian colleagues, including regional ones, have
done much work on the matter.®

1 V.N. Shaidurov, “Ethnic Entrepreneurship in the Russian Empire in the Era of Economic Modernization in
the Second Half of the 19" — Early 20% century (as Illustrated in the Example of Siberia),” Bylye gody, no. 3 (2016):
666—674; V.N. Shaidurov, “On the emerging polish diaspora and its development in Siberia in the first half of
the 19" Century,” Journal of Siberian Federal University. Humanities & Social Sciences, no. 10 (2016): 2496-2506.

2 B.S. Shostakovich, “Sistemnaya sibirsko-pol'skaya istoriya — sovremennaya kontseptual'naya al'ter-
nativa marginal'no-traditsionalisticheskogo diskursa istorii polyakov v Sibiri.” In Pol'skie ssyl'nye v Sibiri vo
vtoroi polovine XVIII — nachale XX veka v vospriyatii rossiiskoi administratsii, pereselentsev i korennykh
narodov Sibiri (Omsk: Poligraf tsentr KAN Publ., 2015), 10-22.

3 Jurij M. Gonczarow, “Polska rodzina na Syberii w potowine XIX i na poczatku XX wieku,”
Zestaniec, no. 29 (2007): 33-48.

4 V.N. Shaidurov, “The Polish community in Western Siberia: Adaption and integration features in
the second half of the 19" century,” Acta Histriae 26, no. 2 (2018): 641-660.

5 V.A. Skubnevskii, and Yu.M. Goncharov, “Polyaki v Sibiri (XIX — nachala XX v.) v osveshchenii postso-
vetskoi otechestvennoi istoriografii,” Vestnik Tomskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta. Istoriya, no. 69 (2021): 162—170.

6 P. Gatrell, “Refugee history and refugees during and after The First World War,” Vestnik of Saint
Petersburg University. History 62, no. 3 (2017): 497-521.

7 D. Sula, Powrdt ludnosci polskiej: z bytego Imperium Rosyjskiego w latach 1918—-1937 (Warszawa:
[N.s.], 2013).

8 N.V. Lakhareva, Reevakuatsyia bezhentsev Pervoi mirovoi voiny s territorii Kurskoi gubernii
(1918-1925) (Kursk: KIGMS Publ., 2001).
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I.B. Belova made a significant contribution to the field by reconstructing the step-
by-step process of repatriating war refugees of different nationalities from Soviet Russia,’
while I.V. Nam paid particular attention to the forced movement of Poles in the difficult
conditions of the Civil War'® Mobilizing a wide range of archival materials, L.K. Ostrov-
skii considered repatriation in the context of the restoration of Soviet power in Siberia.'!
And R.V. Oplakanskaia focused on the Russian-Ukrainian-Polish Mixed Commission for
Repatriation in Siberia.'> But when it comes to Russian regional history, the study of re-
patriating Polish war refugees is still at a very early stage. In this regard, the experience
Altai province, which existed as an independent administrative-territorial unit until May
25, 1925, is of interest.

The objective of this article is to reconstruct the mechanisms of organizing the re-
patriation of Polish refugees of the First World War in Altai for the first time. The authors
have based their research on a wide range of sources, including documents from regional
archives, namely the State Archives of Altai Krai, Novosibirsk Region and Tomsk Re-
gion. The newspapers Altaiskaia Mysl, Krasny Altai, and Sovetskaia Sibir’ also proved to
be valuable sources.

Polish Repatriation in 1918-1919

Refugees from the Russian Empire’s western provinces began to arrive in Siberia
in large numbers in fall 1915. Almost immediately upon reaching their destination, some
forced migrants submitted requests to local authorities for a possible return to their home-
land, but due to the unstable situation at the front and inside the country, they were not
granted.

Polish refugees constituted the second largest group of forced migrants after Rus-
sians (including Belarusians and Ukrainians) during the Great War. Already in April
1916, the Barnaul Department of the Polish Society for Aid to War Victims informed Pet-
rograd about 100 families of Polish refugees.'® As of September 1, 1916, out of 32,318
refugees registered in Tomsk province and under the care of the city committees for aid to
refugees 3,245 were Poles."

After the Revolution in 1917 and the signing of the Brest-Litovsk peace treaty in
spring 1918, returning the war refugees to their homeland began to attract the attention of
Moscow, where in April 1918, the Central Collegium for Prisoner of War and Refugee
Affairs (Tsetroplenbezh), opened its doors. However, since the Bolsheviks were not yet
in control of Siberia at the time, retuning the region’s forced migrants was out of the
question.

After the establishment of the Republic of Poland in November 1918, returning
refugees to their homeland once again became relevant. Thus, in spring 1919 in Barnaul,

° 1.B Belova, “First World War refugees’ situation in Soviet Russia: 1921,” Historical, philosophical,
political and law sciences, culturology and study of art. Issues of theory and practice 18, no. 4-2 (2012): 26-29;
1.B Belova, “Refugees of the First World War in Soviet Russia 1918-1919,” Gumanitarnye nauki v Sibiri, no. 3
(2014): 32-36; 1.B Belova, Vynuzhdennye migranty: bezhentsy i voennoplennye Pervoi mirovoi voiny v Rossii.
1914-1925 (Moscow: AIRO-XXI Publ., 2014).

10T V. Nam, “Pol'skie bezhentsy Pervoi mirovoi voiny v Sibiri.” In Pol'skie ssyl'nye v Sibiri vo vtoroi
polovine XVIII — nachale XX veka v vospriyatii rossiiskoi administratsii, pereselentsev i korennykh narodov
Sibiri (Omsk: Poligraf Tsentr KAN Publ., 2015); Nam, L.V. Natsional'nye men'shinstva Sibiri i Dal'nego
Vostoka na istoricheskom perelome (1917-1922 gg.) (Tomsk: Tomsk university Pabl., 2009).

L K. Ostrovskii, Poliaki v Zapadnoi Sibiri v kontse XIX — pervoi chetverti XX veka (St. Petersburg:
Aleteia Publ., 2018); L.K. Ostrovskii, “Repatriatsiya optantov, bezhentsev i voennoplennykh iz Sibiri v
Pol'shu (1921-1924 gg.).” Gumanitarnye nauki v Sibiri, no. 3 (2014): 70-74.

12 R.V. Oplakanskaia, “Deiatel'nost' predstavitel'stva Smeshannoi komissii v Sibiri po repatriatsii
pol'skikh voennoplennykh v 1921 godu.” Tomskii zhurnal LING i ANTR, no. 3 (2015): 120-127.

13 LK. Ostrovskii, Polyaki v Zapadnoi Sibiri, 199.

14 Gosudastvennyi arkhiv Tomskoi oblasti (henceforth GATO), f. 7, op. 1, d. 5, 1. 54a.
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the Bureau for Aid to Refugees at the Altai Provincial Zemstvo Council, which included
representatives of the city’s national organizations, was set up. The interests of the Poles
were represented by a member of the Polish Military Committee in Siberia, Licutenant
K. Viakovskii. The Bureau's main task was to register all refugees in the province to orga-
nize their re-evacuation. To this end, it drew up a questionnaire to record basic details about
a refugee, such as his name, his original home, whether he intends to return there, etc.'

On March 4, 1919, the Council of People's Commissars issued a decree “On the
conscription of certain categories of the urban population,” followed by a supplement on
March 20, “On exemption from conscription of persons of Polish nationality in the event
of their withdrawal from Russian citizenship.” It stated that all Poles of Russian citizen-
ship who wanted to join the ranks of Polish citizens were to submit a written application
to the People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs to change their citizenship within a week.
Registration began that spring in Siberian cities, and Poles who had participated in the 1863
uprising, political exiles, refugees, the disabled, and members of the families of those
who had been mobilized were also invited to submit their names.'®

With the establishment of Soviet power in Siberia, the question repatriating the war
refugees was raised again. Thus, starting in December 1919, Tsetroplenbezh set up offices
in the provinces. In early January 1920, the Plenbezh department (Collegium for Prisoner
of War and Refugee Affairs) of the Altai Gubrevkom created a special collegium which
included representatives of various factions of refugees. At the end of January 1920, volost
revolutionary committees and rural executive committees instructed the collegium to con-
duct a census of all World War I refugees living in Altai province. In Barnaul, the forced
migrants were to be registered between January 27 and February 15, 1920. The details
that were gathered were to be used to draw up a work plan for their re-evacuation. How-
ever, the migrants were informed that

...sending them to their homeland is not expected in the near future and it is unlikely to take place be-
fore the spring, due to the transport problems and the typhus epidemic.!”

When the Plenbezh department began its work, refugees who wanted to leave has-
tened to submit their applications, which indicated their plight, particularly in rural areas,
lack of work, housing, refusal to be assigned land plots, etc. Cash benefits were paid only in
emergency situations, such as for example, a funeral, the birth of a child, an illness, etc.,

...in all other cases, refugees got in-kind aid rather than cash benefits.'®

The refugees were not afraid of the martial law that had been imposed in the country’s
west. For example, the collective request of the forced migrants living in the village of
Romanovo, Zimovsk volost, as recorded by local refugee commissioner P. Evdiuk, decreed:

If some provinces are occupied by the Bolsheviks, they are ready to go, although it will be worse
there. However, if they agree to go, they must say that they will go home; sow enough grain for both
themselves and the Government rather than work for other people, move from apartment to apartment
and be abused by irresponsible householders..."°

15 K.A. Tishkina, “Pol'skie organizatsii Barnaula v gody Pervoi mirovoi i Grazhdanskoi voin.”
In Y.M. Goncharov, and V.N. Shaydyrov et al. Sovremennoe istoricheskoe sibirevedenie XVIII — nachala
XX v. Sbornik nauchnykh trudov (St. Petersburg: Mediapapir Publ., 2020), 162-171.

16 “Emissariat Pol’skogo Voennogo Komiteta,” Altaiskaia mysl’ 23 March, 1919.

17 Gosudarstvennyi arkhiv Altaiskogo kraia (henceforth GAAK), f. P-9, op. 1, d. 250, 1. 5.

18 GAAK, f. P-706, op. 1, d. 4,1. 59.

19 1bid., d. 6, 1. 246.
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When regulating such requests, Altgubrevkom (the Altai province revolutionary
committee) referred to the decree of the Council of People's Commissars of July 27, 1918
“On the equation of refugees retaining Russian citizenship with respect to jurisdiction
with other citizens,” according to which

...the refugees who did not declare their withdrawal from Russian citizenship <... > will come under
the same jurisdiction as the rest of the citizens of the Russian Republic.?

The refugees were to apply to various social bodies with a request to solve their prob-
lems, rather than to the Plenbezh department, which was not competent in these matters.

Repatriating the Poles in 1920-1922

In February 1920, Tsentroplenbezh was transformed into Tsentrevak (the Central
Office for the Evacuation of the Population), which led to renaming its departments of at
the local level as well. In Siberia, responsibility for returning refugees and prisoners of
war to their homeland rested with the Siberian Office for the Evacuation of the Popula-
tion (Sibevak) which was subordinate to the Siberian Revolutionary Committee (Sibrev-
kom). Sibevak's board was located in Novonikolaevsk (now Novosibirsk). The Provincial
Offices for the Evacuation of the Population (Gubevak) and the Uezd offices for the Eva-
cuation of the Population (Uevak) were both under Sibv eak’s jurisdiction. The employ-
ees of Gubevaks and its units were to record, register and send back to their homeland all
refugees, military and civilian prisoners, as well as foreign nationals living in the territo-
ries under their jurisdiction.?' Sibevak's activities extended over Omsk, Tomsk, Semipala-
tinsk, Altai, Yenisei and Irkutsk provinces.22

Operating in Barnaul, in 1921 the Altai Provincial Office for the Evacuation of
the Population (Altgubevak) was responsible for two Uevaks — in Biisk and Zmeinogorsk
(Rubtsovka station). At the railway stations Barnaul, Biisk and Rubtsovka (the village of
Rubtsovo, from 1922 — the town of Rubtsov, now — the town of Rubtsovsk, Altai Territo-
ry), there were refreshment stations.

Although the compulsory registration of refugees began in winter 1920, its work
was delayed due to the late notification of the uezd and volost executive committees
about the requirement and the lack of registration forms at the local level, among other.

In May 1920, the Altai provincial extraordinary commission for combating counter-
revolution, speculation and crime sent a decree to the Altai provincial militia ordering

...the immediate registration of citizens of Polish nationality from 16 to 60 years old.??

The document added that persons who

...did not fill out the form or provided incorrect and insufficiently complete information will be prose-
cuted as counter-revolutionaries and spies of the Polish government.?*

To implement the decree, a special questionnaire was issued asking respondents to
indicate when and why they had come to Russia, their workplace, party affiliation, attitude
to the Soviet regime, citizenship and the desire to change it, the supposed move to Poland,
etc. Most of the Poles who found themselves in Siberia as refugees during the First World
War wanted to return to their homeland and obtain citizenship of the new republic.

20 Dekrety Sovetskoi vlasti. Moscow, 1964, vol. 3, p. 103.
21 GAAK, f. P-706, op. 1, d. 10, 1. 313.

22 L.K. Ostrovskii, “Repatriatsiia optantov,” 70-74.

2 GAAK. f. P-9, op. 1, d. 265, 1. 1.

2 1bid., d. 50, 1. 127.
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In summer 1920, some Polish citizens were detained on charges of counter-revolution.
For example, K.A. Kazitskii was placed in a forced labor camp. He had adopted Polish
citizenship after the decree of March 20, 1919

...out of fear of being mobilized and thereby becoming an involuntary participant in the fight against
Soviet power.?

On March 18, 1921 the Soviets concluded their war with Poland by signing the Peace
of Riga. The treaty fixed the borders between the erstwhile combatants and stipulated
the process of obtaining citizenship on a voluntary basis.

At the end of March 1921, Sibevak issued an order on the registration of refugees
from Poland and the western provinces upon presentation of the relevant documents.
At the same time, as it noted,

...in the registration form of refugees it is not necessary to indicate either citizenship or nationality,
since the territory of Poland is not yet known.?¢

The registration process was to be controlled by the local Gubevaks.

Given the short period for completing the process, a large number of clerks were
needed to carry it out. Thus, the Altgubevak's staff numbered 4055 people, and the Uevaks
employed no more than 10 people. As a result, they included even members of the Polish
section of the RCP (b) (the Russian communist party of the Bolsheviks) and refugees
themselves. Another problem was the lack of the required number of registration forms
and paper. For this reason, the registration of refugees from the western provinces was
carried out only in the uezd towns of the Altai province. That summer, the Biisk Uevak
passed information to Barnaul, according to which in May 1921 2,358 Polish refugees
were registered, and in June another 76 people.*’

After the conclusion of the Soviet-Polish War, refugee families began to arrive
from the countryside in the uezd towns and demanded that the local Uevaks immediately
register and send them home.”® Rumors spread among the refugees that the repatriation
process would begin only in the fall, after the harvest. Crowds of migrants settled in
towns and refused to return to their settlements. Therefore, that summer Gubevaks ex-
plained to the volost and village executive committees that only refugees’ re-registration
should be carried out locally. It also ordered the authorities to prevent the sale of property
and the departure of migrants from the countryside.

Some refugees sent applications to Altgubevak for evacuation to Poland. Thus,
at the end of May 1921 it received a registered a letter from L.K. Krasovskii who lived
in Zmeinogorsk. He pointed out that before being evacuated to Siberia he had worked at
the Murovanka cork factory in Minsk province. According to him, the factory was located
23 km from the village of Filippovichi through which the Polish border line passed. Kra-
sovskii’s wife and daughter had stayed behind in Minsk, but in 1920 they moved to Po-
land. On these grounds, he asked for assistance in reuniting his family and obtaining, to-
gether with his son, passes for leaving for Poland. After the registration procedure in May
1921, the Krasovskiis filed applications to resign from their positions.*’

By the middle of the summer, Uevaks sent details about the territories that be-
longed to Poland to their branches. Those eligible to obtain Polish citizenship had to pre-

5 GAAK, f. P-9, op. 1, d. 50, 1. 127.
26 Ibid., f. P-45, 0p. 1,d. 6, 1. 4.

27 Ibid., f. P-706, op. 1, d. 10, 1. 280.
2 Ibid., d. 15, k. 18.

2 Ibid., f. P-663, op. 3,d. 1, 1. 22.
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sent documents confirming their residence before August 1, 1914 in Warsaw, Kalisz,
Kielce, Lublin, Lomza, Plock, Piotrkow, Radom, Siedlce, Chelm, Suwalki (Suwalk and
Augustow Uezds), Grodno (except for the town of Grodno and Grodnensky Uezd), Minsk
(Pinsk and Novogrudsky Uezds), Volinsky (Volodymyr-Volynskyi, Kovel, Dubensky, Rivne,
Kremenets, Lutsk and Ostrozhsky Uezds). The Altgubevak estimated that by December
1921 9,498 Polish refugees had been registered.*”

Even some Belarusian refugees now turned out to be Polish citizens according to
where they had lived before the war. For example, in April 1923 the right to leave
the Shipunovskii volost of Altai province was given to the members of the Romaniuk
family, who had previously lived in Minsk province in the village of Nevda, and mem-
bers of the Lutsik family, who had lived in Grodno province in the village of Orekhovo.*'

In fall 1921, local provincial executive committees began to accept applications
from “...Polish natives for the option®” of citizenship in favor of Poland.” All interested
persons were invited to fill in the forms and questionnaires in duplicate and submit them
along a passport or birth certificate; or, if neither were available — a record of service,
a secondary school certificate, an official list, etc. One copy of the application was to be
sent to the NKVD (People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs), the other — to the office of
Poland’s representative in Siberia.

In March 1922, an advertisement appeared in the supplement to Krasny Altai:
“To Those Eligible for Polish Citizenship” from K. Gintovt, the Commissioner for Re-
ceiving Applications Polish Citizenship. It stated that all applications for citizenship were
to be submitted simultaneously no later than July 30, 1922 to the office of Poland’s repre-
sentative in Siberia, the representative office of the Russian-Ukrainian-Polish Mixed
Commission on Repatriation Affairs and to the management department of the local execu-
tive committee. The documents submitted to the former were to be originals along with
a photograph of the applicant along with those of any family members over the age of 14.*

If the application were rejected for any reason, the applicant could appeal this deci-
sion through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland. Persons who received permission
to obtain Polish citizenship had the right to leave for the republic. However, as Gintovt’s
ad cautioned,

...due to transport problems in Russia, both the departure and the very option that requires relations with
Moscow, and in some cases <...> with Poland, will inevitably be slowed down, and therefore applicants
should refrain from liquidating their property until receiving a positive reply and time of departure.3*

The results

According to the report on the activities of the Office of the Special plenipotentiary
of Tsentraevak in Siberia, as of January 1, 1922, based on incomplete data, there were
780,850 Poles in Siberia.>> By the end of 1921, about 25% of the repatriates were back
in their homeland. There were plans to send 2,528 Poles from Biisk Uezd in two eche-
lons. The first was to leave on November 10, 1921 from Biisk station, and the second
one — on November 15 from Bolshaia Rechka station.*®

30 GAAK, f. P-663, op. 3, d. 15, 1. 29.

31 Ibid., f. P-706, op. 1, d. 27, 1. 107.

32 Option in international law — the choice of citizenship by persons with dual nationality, or living
in a territory that has changed its affiliation with a country.

33 E.V. Shcherbakova, “Zakonodatel'naia reglamentatsiia optatsii grazhdanstva (1920-1922 gg.).”
Leningradskii iuridicheskii zhurnal, no. 2 (2012): 201-20.

34 “Obiavlenie,” Supplement to Krasnyi Altai. 12 March 1922.

35 State Archive of the Novosibirsk oblast, f. P-2111, op. 1,d. 5, 1. 17.

36 GAAK, f. P-760, op. 1, d. 10, k. 520 obverse.
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Evacuations were halted that winter due to the lack of transport and the poor condi-
tion of the railroad tracks. The arrival of “famine-refugees” from European Russia also
complicated matters. The operation was partially restored in April 1922. According to
the estimates of one researcher, L.K. Ostrovskii, 36,404 Polish refugees left Siberia be-
tween July 1921 and January 1923.%

The end of the mass repatriation to Poland was announced in 1924. All Polish re-
patriates, regardless of their place of residence, were to apply to the Polish embassy in Mos-
cow by November 15, 1924 to obtain an exit visa. The documents confirming the right to
leave the USSR were to include an explanatory note on the reasons why a person had not
left earlier.*® However, repatriation lasted until 1925. Thus, in May 1925, the Biisk Uezd
executive committee carried out an urgent registration of refugees who wished to leave
for Poland. Those migrants registered by the local Uevak, but removed from the register
due to the lack of necessary documents, did not need to register.*

Conclusion

The repatriation of Polish refugees who settled in Siberia during World War I was
carried out in the difficult conditions of the years after the Civil War and the economic
crisis. Despite the creation of a whole network of bodies to control the evacuation, their
work was severely hampered due to poor information of the center, the small number of
employees, and the shortage of registration forms, among other. Many refugees left their
settlements without permission, which complicated gathering an accurate count. In addi-
tion, some documents betrayed official fears that the outflow of the peasant population
from the sparsely populated territory of Siberia might affect the country’s economy, espe-
cially due to the poor harvest in the Volga region. Groups of forced migrants mostly left
in late autumn, after the harvest.
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